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 EDITORIAL
As I am writing this we have just enjoyed a week of "Indian Summer"
weather, good preparation for the chillier months ahead of us. I have to
admit it is a time of year that fills me with gloom, I am definitely a Spring
and Summer person. These coming months may be even gloomier for
many, with events cancelled and extended family gatherings not allowed
at present. So many plans have had to be postponed, but in this Autumn
sunshine we can still get out and enjoy our  beautiful surroundings and an
example of this is on this month's front cover (a vista in Upton Bishop).
Our centre page feature this month is a fascinating short history of Linton,
written by Roger Davies. If there are any other local historians out there
who have articles to submit we would love to hear from you. On a final
note, many thanks to those who have congratulated me on my award from
the RBST. Last month's front cover showed me with my rare breed
Eriskay mare "Megan"  (no "H"). She has spent the summer with her
boyfriend in Derbyshire and I am keeping my fingers crossed as she is
due to be scanned next week. Hopefully next year Aston Crews will be
hearing the patter of tiny hooves!
Keep Well, Stay Safe, Francine.
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 COMBINED VILLAGE NEWS
FLICKS IN THE STICKS AT GORSLEY VILLAGE HALL

Last month I asked you to let me know of any films you had seen over the last few
months that you thought others might enjoy. I had one suggestion: '2040' which I
haven't yet seen but will do so now. It is available online. I recently watched 'The
Martian' which I enjoyed. Any other suggestions would be very welcome so please
let me know (01989 720358 or mtonybeckwith@gmail.com). Many of you may be
aware that Netflix are currently offering some films for free viewing (see
https://www.netflix.com/gb/watch-free ). Currently included is 'The Two Popes', a
film I received a recommendation for prior to Covid.

Take care and stay safe.

Tony Beckwith
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 ROB THE RAINMAN

miserable with rain most days notably 13.3mm on the 19th, 14.0mm on the 24th
and 28.0mm on the 27th. The accompanying weather was firstly dull and humid
then on the 21st we had very strong winds from Storm Ellen closely followed by
Storm Francis on the 24th with very, very strong winds. In fact this storm gave the
highest recorded summer wind speed in the county (at Shobdon airfield; a little over
50mph). By the 27th it was all rather cold and the Bank Holiday Monday was
predicted to be the coldest on record but, in fact, turned out quite pleasant for us.
The total rainfall for the summer was 241.5mm being 50% more than the average
(160mm) and similar to last year. I suppose after the spring we had we had high
hopes but what we got was a real mix with hot (very hot) and cold spells, unsettled
weather with some torrential downpours and thunderstorms and some really windy
days, especially those in August.

August’s rainfall was 139.1mm, this being more than twice
the average. A dry start and from the 5th a build up of
humidity and then, with sunshine, heat peaking on the 11th
and 12th. From the 10th we awaited promised
thunderstorms in the evening/overnight but we were only
treated to a lightshow on the horizons on the 10th and 11th,
all the more strange for being silent. It was around and over
us on the12th and 13th with 34.7mm on the 12th and
19.9mm on the 13th. From then on the month was rather
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 ASTON INGHAM
 NEWS

 Sub-Editor: Marilyn Wheeler

 01989 720 733

mw52sjw@gmail.com

VILLAGE AND CHURCH NEWS
ASTON INGHAM WI
Our first meeting since lockdown was held on Tuesday, 8th September. The
speaker was Mary Sinclair Powell on the history of the British Legion.  It was a
very interesting topic as Mary talked us through the many things that the Legion
does other than the poppy appeal. Our meeting was very different from normal
because of the restrictions in place due to Covid-19. Members were asked not to
attend if feeling at all unwell. We asked members to use the hand sanitiser
provided when arriving at the hall. Social distancing was in place at all times,
including entering and leaving the hall. Members brought their own refreshments
and everyone wore masks. Despite all the restrictions we did manage to have a
most enjoyable afternoon.

VILLAGE AND CHURCH EVENTS
ASTON INGHAM WI
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 13th October at 2pm and our speaker will
be Fiona Morrison talking about Mrs. Beaton.  Although the restrictions have
changed we have been reliably informed that our meetings can go ahead as long
as we abide by all the rules that are mentioned above and have no more than 30
members attending. Therefore please do contact Janet 01452 830556 or email
richardjanetpotter@btinternet.com  to book your place at the October meeting
KNIT & NATTER
We held our first Knit and Natter in August. Despite social distancing, mask
wearing and therefore many misheard conversations we had a most enjoyable
afternoon. Our afternoon is open to everyone, you don’t have to knit or natter but
if you’d just like an afternoon with probably much needed social interaction
please come along, you’d be most welcome. The same rules apply as for WI, see
above. Our next Knit and Natter Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 20th October at
2pm, you will need to book a place so please contact Barbara 01989 720478.
EDITORS NOTE In view of the new regulations please contact the
organisers before attending any advertised events to confirm that they are
going ahead.

 PLEASE mention “The Chimes” when contacting advertisers.

mailto:mw52sjw@gmail.com


9

 ASTON INGHAM NEWS (cont)

VILLAGE HALL
The Village Hall is open, but the Covid-19 rules apply. Please contact Hazel on
01989 720460 for more details or to book the hall.
Village Lunches, Book Club Coffee Morning, Country Dancing and Whist Drives
are all cancelled until further notice.
VILLAGE HALL AGM
The Village Hall AGM will be on Tuesday, 24th November.
ASTON INGHAM PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN - Your
future - have your say
There are several ways in which the NDP Steering Group will communicate with
you about what is
taking place and also several ways in which you can have your say in return. We
want to hear your views about future development in the Parish and also about
what you think is important to protect, so please follow us on any of the ways that
are listed below:-
Facebook -  Aston Ingham - Your Future - The Neighbourhood Development
Plan
Website -  https://astoninghampc.org/orcop-parish-council/ndp/
Email -  Astoninghamndp@gmail.com
Twitter -    AstonInghamNDP
FOOTPATH REPORT
Three additional walks have been added to the Village Website and are also
available at the Village Hall Parish map. We have been advised by the Locality
Steward that the bridge on footpath AG 8 is unlikely to be replaced in the next 12
months. Part of AG 8e and AG 8a can be walked without using the bridge.
We have carried out quite a bit of footpath maintenance. Many of the stiles are in
a deteriorated condition and will need replacing in the near future. We have
requested the local landowner to clear the maize crop on AG 4 with no effect. Any
problems please contact Richard Potter 01452 830556 or email
richardjanetpotter@btinternet.com
CHURCH INFORMATION
COMMUNITY LARDER
Due to many more families needing support at this worrying time Ross
Community Larder is now open for three hours every Tuesday 9am - 12 and is
situated opposite Lloyd’s Bank.
CHURCH CLEANING
If anyone would like to join our cleaning rota please contact Janet 01452 830556.
To make the job easier we split the Church into sections so no one person has
too much to do. The more helpers the less work for everyone.
For up to date information on our village and community please go to the
website www.astoningham.wix.com/village
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I always read  The Chimes and I found September's issue even better and more relevant
than usual. The article on Traffic Action really resonated with me because we have spent
so much of this summer sitting in our garden on Aston Bank. In those early weeks of April
and May everything was so peaceful and the traffic on the road through the village was
barely noticeable. By June we had become aware of increasing road noise . There seemed
to be groups of fast and noisy cars sweeping through – I thought they might have been
diverted by road works and were on an unusual route. There would be a short space of
quiet – perhaps a couple of minutes – before the next group came thundering. The tractors
made an even louder noise as they were driven at high speed, especially when they had
empty trailers rattling behind them. Your article confirmed what I had suspected from
observation – traffic is exceeding the 30 mph limit – and, apart from the noise, there is
potential for a serious accident, especially for cars coming out of Aston Bank, where there
are bends in both directions. And, as a former horse owner, I should be terrified to ride
along the road, especially through Aston Ingham.
Secondly  -----   I wonder if there is space for your readers to share some observations and
information on the Natural World and its creatures. We have all had so much more
opportunity to notice the wild-life that infiltrates our gardens or which we meet on our walks
and car trips. The highlights of our year so far have been, firstly, the beautiful kestrel that
lives somewhere around Oak Lane. It dived right in front of our car and caught its prey in
the off-side verge, giving us a wonderful chance to admire its markings. Another exciting
sighting, and a first for me, was to meet a family of yellow wagtails along one of the back
lanes. I believe these birds have taken to nesting on the ridges in potato fields. There was
a brilliant male, a duller female and two fledglings.
Maybe people have noticed with relief that there seem to be fewer magpies this year? We
definitely believe they are much less in evidence and attribute this to a raven family that
has nested in the village's tallest trees and taken over the magpies' viewpoint. We hope
they have also predated on these smaller relations whose eggs and young would make a
satisfactory meal for them! We watched them through our bedroom window for weeks as
they courted, waited, began bringing food and fed their youngsters. Finally we enjoyed
their youngsters' early attempts at flying.
Could someone give us news about Aston Ingham's hedgehogs, please? They had a very
good breeding year last year, but the road claimed at least six victims. This year started
well with a regular visitor, but since late April there has been no trace of them on our part
of the Bank.
Lastly, the surrounding countryside must surely be of great interest to all of us, especially
as we walk its paths. Would it be intrusive to ask our landholders to inform us about the
steps they are taking/ have taken to care for the land they are entrusted with? Some of our
surroundings are very special because they have been tended and planted to nurture the
local plant-life etc. But why have so many fields been devoid of vegetation this year?
Would we be entitled to ask the farmer for an explanation? Our concern is surely
legitimate? Christine Roy

 ASTON INGHAM NEWS (cont)

The Saturday of the first week of each month, prior to publication is our
deadline for submitting copy, and is confirmed on the front cover. If in
doubt  please contact me, my details are in the heading of this section.
PHOTOGRAPHS are very welcome to illustrate news reports and
should be a minimum of 300 dpi for the magazine or less for the
website. Events included in the Chimes will be limited to a 2-month in
advance cut-off. If beyond this please resend.   Thank You
Marilyn
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 ASTON INGHAM
 PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

No news has come in from the Parish Council this month. But for information
or notice of the next meetings please  check the website.

PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE:
Why not visit www.astoninghampc.org for up-to-date news on community issues?
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 GORSLEY NEWS

CHRIST CHURCH GORSLEY

Our church is open for private prayer on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 9am.
to 5 pm. Once we are able to reopen again for services, we will let you know.
Meanwhile, for any further details please contact us at
paulinemail@btinternet.com

As this time of Covid continues, we pray that you and your families are safe and
well.

The Saturday of the first week of each month, prior to publication is our deadline for
submitting copy, and is confirmed on the front cover. If in doubt  please contact me,
01989 721086/ course.anne@gmail.com
PHOTOGRAPHS are very welcome to illustrate news reports and should be a
minimum of 300 dpi for the magazine or less for the website. Events included in the
Chimes will be limited to a 2-month in advance cut-off. If beyond this please resend
Thank You
Anne
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FIRSTLY, A VERY BIG THANK YOU...
Marion Martin, editor of Lea Lines for 16
years, published her very last edition in
December and handed over the reins to
a new team.  Marion took on the role of
editor shortly after moving to the village
and determinedly produced just under

NETHERLANDS MARCHING EVENTS COMES TO THE LEA
Every July in Nijmegen in the Netherlands, upto 40,000 (yes you read that right!) walkers
gather from across the globe to take part in the Nijmegan March, the largest multiple day
walking event in the world.  Walkers from all walks of life, including the military, undertake
to walk up to a gruelling 50km each day for each of four days, raising many hundreds of
thousands of pounds for good causes as they go.  Our own Alice Basey, treasurer of Lea
Church and Director at Alan Keef Ltd here in the village, has endured but enjoyed the
March many times, once when pregnant with her daughter Jessica (now five) and again
with Jessica in a carrier on her back when she was just a year old.
Alice had planned to march again this year as the event has become her own personal
challenge to complete.  Sadly, the March was yet another victim of Covid19 and was
abandoned.  Not wishing to miss out on the challenge or the funds it raised for the Church
here in the Lea, Alice planned her own personal ‘Wyemegen March’ with Jessica.
It is traditional for those that cross the finish line on day four, to be presented by the
thousands of onlookers and supporters with a beautiful Gladioli flower, a symbol of victory
from the Roman times.  Our picture below shows Alice and Jessica as they arrived home
with their gladioli after pounding the town and countryside pavement around the area for
four days.  The challenge was for Jessica to walk 5 miles a day and Alice 20 miles.
According to Alice, Jessica completed her challenge with good humour and didn’t suffer
the blisters her mother did. Their joint endeavour raised over £1100 to help Lea Church
through this difficult time.  Alice, Jessica and the PCC would like to thank everyone who
has donated and sent messages of support.
Let’s hope Alice gets to March in the Netherlands next year.

 LEA  NEWS
Sub-Editors: Gill Davis & Nicky Keef

 01989 750 442 or 07718 065 946

gilldavis55@hotmail.com

nicola.keef@linehouse.co.uk

 PLEASE mention “The Chimes” when contacting advertisers.
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LEA VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB
The latest 100 Club winners are Fritha Clutterbuck, Jane Bazeley and Jessica
Gray.  There are still a few tickets left, so if you’re interested in taking a number
and helping the village hall then please email gwalker789@tiscali.co.uk
congratulations everyone and thank you for supporting the village hall’s 100 Club.

CHURCH NEWS
We have resumed services at Lea Church with a slight change to the previous
timetable. Our services now run as follows until further notice:
1st Sunday of the month 10am Said Communion
2nd Sunday 8am Said Communion /Matins (there is also a Zoom Benefice service
at 10.30)
3rd Sunday 9am Said Communion
4th Sunday 10am Childrens Church
5th Sunday (if applicable) Benefice service at Weston
(Please check with the noticeboard outside the church for any changes.)

We have been pleased to welcome back our congregation to St John's and al-
though the services are a little curtailed it is good to see people.
The PCC are hoping to have the churchyard completely mown again before win-
ter to keep it looking it's best!  Unfortunately, due to the closing of the church for a
long time and curtailment of our fundraising events we are finding it hard to fund
this big cut. If you would like to donate towards this please contact Marion on
01989 750808 or cornagefarm1@btinternet.com - all donations gratefully re-
ceived!!
The Foodbank collection point is back in the Church so please leave your dona-
tions in the box.
We will be again participating in the Samaritan's Purse Shoebox Appeal. If you
would like to fill a shoebox with goodies for a child, the forms can be found at the
back of the church. They can also be completed online at samaritans-
purse.org.uk.(please advise me if you do this for my report thank you) . I need to
collect completed boxes by end of October please. If you need more info please
ring me on the above number. Many thanks on behalf of the children!
On a personal note I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who spon-
sored me for the Marie Curie 180 Challenge during September - whereby I had to
run for 6 lots of 30 mins. (I am not a natural runner to say the least!) To date as I
write this I have been pledged over £400 !! As my target was £180.00 I am de-
lighted to have smashed the target twice over!
Keep safe everyone and God Bless.  Marion Martin

 LEA NEWS (cont)
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 LEA NEWS (cont)

FRIDAY PAINTERS
Friday Painters had just restarted their sessions with all the Covid19 precautions
in place, when the latest Rule of Six announcement was made.  It’s no surprise
therefore that until further notice, the Friday Painters will not be meeting.
VILLAGE HALL UPDATE
Jackie Hopkins reports on the village hall –
Before the most recent Rule of Six directive from the government regarding a ban
on social gatherings of more than six people, the hall committee were optimistic
that the hall could slowly open its doors again. The art group had had two meet-
ings and the Brownies were hoping to start again soon. Until we can get further
clarification on who can meet, and at the time of writing there is still a lot of indeci-
sion, the hall remains closed. Unfortunately the coffee morning and the lunch club
are undecided about the way forward and the bowls club have no immediate
plans to start again until after Christmas at the earliest and no outside users for
parties and gatherings can be considered. We can just hope things will slowly get
back to normal and in the meantime the hall committee is carefully and continually
assessing the way forward.
COFFEE MORNINGS AND LUNCH CLUB
We had hoped we might be able to start meeting again is some form but the re-
cent Rule of Six announcement, whilst completely understandable, makes the
events virtually impossible to hold and keep our guests safe and relaxed enough
to enjoy coming.  Watch this space – we will be back!
HELP FOR CATS – HERE’S HOW YOU CAN STILL HELP
Fiona Leathart writes - Unfortunately, Help For Cats, understandably, has been
unable to hold its successful jumble sales at the village hall this year.  This has
been a severe blow as they are our major fund-raisers of the year.  The current
situation does not stop the vets' bills, however.  We had to take in 2 stray cats just
before lockdown and both incurred vets' bills.
YOU CAN STILL HELP US WITH FOOD FOR NEEDY, HUNGRY CATS -
NEGLECTED, HOMELESS, STRAY, or FERAL
Provision of food - We ask for individual packets or tins to be donated on a
regular basis - This way we will gradually amass a good collection which ensures
sufficient for each day feeding. We need to feed daily, ensuring that each cat has
one good meal a day.
For collection points please ring Fiona Leathart 01989 565271, Cathy Jones
07815 996107 or Audrey Matheson 01531 822090.
If you would like to give a monetary donation instead please also contact one of
us above
However you would like to help this cause, your help would be greatly
appreciated by us and our cats whilst they wait for new homes.
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 LEA NEWS (cont)

LEA COMMUNITY VOLUNTARY SUPPORT GROUP
Whilst we reported last time about the future for the Lea Community Voluntary
Support Group, we thought it worth repeating this month too in light of the recent
changes.
At the time of writing and despite the lifting of many of the lockdown restrictions, it
is still far from clear how much longer our daily lives will be affected by Covid19
and therefore how much longer the Lea Community Voluntary Support Group will
be needed.  For now, the Group is there, and we are all hoping that we won’t be
needed again.  BUT, if we find ourselves in the position of needing to support the
village, then we are all set to do so.  Visit www.cvsg.org.uk or contact the team
via:
Leanne Pogson
07821 786172
Email leanne@leaphr.co.uk
Susie Williams
07747 847317/01989 750873
Email mikesue.williams@btinternet.com
Sylvie Nicholls
07817 473813
Email sylvia.nicholls@btinternet.com
Please call between 9am and 1pm or between 5pm-6pm - this will help us to
make best use of the time and resources we have available.
THE NEW ARRIVALS HAVE SETTLED IN WELL
In June’s on-line Chimes we reported about the new bees that Alan Keef had in-
troduced to his hive having sadly lost his other colony to marauding wasps late
last summer.  A lifelong beekeeper, Alan can be seen here carefully transferring
the bees from their travelling case to the hive. The bees were soon settled and
enjoying the bountiful wild and garden flowers in the area and a new super was
added quite soon. The good weather and flourishing garden surrounding the hive
has kept the bees busy ever since and at the time of writing, preparations are be-
ing made to take the first honey out.
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NEWS FROM LEA SCHOOL
We have had a great start to the new term with all children now back in school,
which is wonderful to see. Although we are working a little differently due to Covid-
19, all the children have settled well and are adapting to the new normal with
smiles on their faces. Our new reception children have been amazingly
independent, walking into school from the gate on their own – thank you Mr Grice
for giving them such a positive start in their new class.
Rainbow and Willow Classes have already started their Forest School sessions.

 Pupils in years 4, 5 and 6 recently launched their new topic, ‘The Extraordinary
Egyptians’ with an inspiring visit from real-life Egyptologist- ‘Mr Egypt’!
During the day, the children were taken on a journey to explore life for Egyptian
children in Ancient times, and even learned how to ‘dance like an Egyptian’! Other
activities included cracking hieroglyphic codes and completing maths problems
using Egyptian number symbols!
Later on, in the day, all the children had the opportunity to see Ancient Egyptian
history first hand, when they investigated a range of real Egyptian artefacts,
including a Pharaoh’s ring, which was over 2,000 years old!
The children ended the day with a mummy- wrapping activity, which was great
fun, but proved to be much trickier than it looked!
If you are interested in a place at Lea CE Primary School or our Pre School,  or
would like to arrange a visit to our modern purpose built school, (Covid secure),
please contact the school office on 01989 750296, or visit our website : www.lea-
primary.hereford.sch.uk.  You can follow us on Twitter too: @lea_primary.

 LEA NEWS (cont)
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 LEA NEWS (cont).

The Saturday of the first week of each month, prior to publication is
our deadline for submitting copy, and is confirmed on the front cover.
If in doubt  please contact us, our details are in the heading of this
section.
PHOTOGRAPHS are very welcome to illustrate news reports and
should be a minimum of 300 dpi for the magazine or less for the
website. Events included in the Chimes will be limited to a 2-month
in advance cut-off. If beyond this please resend   Thank You
Gill and Nicky
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 LEA PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

NEXT MEETINGS: Parish Council meetings are not currently open for the
public to attend, however full details of all council business can be
contacting the Clerk Jayne Dunstan on 01989 567219 or 07877 202837, or
email clerk@theleaparishcouncil.org.uk
AGENDA: Available on Parish Council Notice Board and the website.
www.theleaparishcouncil.org

The parish has just been granted funds to carry out a series of small drainage
projects which to the work routinely carried out by the Village Lengthsman. The
work needs to be completed by 31st March 2021 or the funding will be lost!
Gypsy Lane to Rock Lane.
Surface water coming down the bridleway and from adjacent field is making the
path difficult to use in wet conditions. It is planned to extend the existing ditch for
75m to contain the water and allow the path to remain dry as possible.
Gypsy Lane to A40.
Surface water from up the slope further up the path and from adjacent fields is
pooling at a low point just before the road access turning that area of the path into
a quagmire during wet conditions. It is planned to add stone the low area of the
path to raise the level so the surface water will drain off into surrounding
vegetation and hedgerows.
Rock Lane.
Ditch starting opposite Gypsy Lane to entrance for Rock Farm. Only a small
volume of surface water enters this ditch during normal rainfall. It is planned to
pipe the ditch and cover it to form a flat grassed area. Headwalls wild be provided
where necessary.
C1278 (Road to Lea Bailey)
Between B4224 and Watery Lane junctions. The roadside ditch is constantly
being blocked by earth from the crumbling bank under the hedgerow. This causes
surface water to spill onto the road and run down on the junction at the main road.
It is planned to pipe the ditch and connect it to the underground system via a
chamber which will serve as a jetting point. The ditch be covered over and
grassed.
Watery Lane from C1278 to parish boundary.
This ditch is silted up preventing the grips from working and causing water to spill
onto the road further adding to the issues of surface water on the C1278. It is
planned to clear the ditch and reform the grips. (Grips is the term use to describe
points where water runs off the road into a ditch.)
Road from Rock Lane towards Eccleswall
Midway along the roadside ditch has been largely lost causing the grips to fail
which then allows surface water to pool over a large area of the road. It is planned
to reform the ditch where lost and clear the remainder as well as reform the grips.
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A HISTORY OF LINTON - BY ROGER DAVIES
The glaciers from the last great Ice Age disappeared northwards from Herefordshire some 11,500
years ago although a periglacial climate existed across the county for some time to come. As summer
temperatures rose, pine and birch forests migrated northwards enveloping virtually all of the British
Isles. This primeval forest was succeeded in turn by vast tracts of broad-leaved deciduous woodland
including oak, beech and lime. The ancient forests of Archenfield and the Forest of Dean had their ori-
gins in this vegetational succession. The first farming activity of Neolithic man is seen from around
3,000 BC as land clearance began on a ‘slash and burn’ basis.
During the Iron Age, the Linton area was part of the western territory of the Dobunni tribe with their
main base locally at Capler Camp hill fort, high above the River Wye near Fownhope. It is also known
as Woldbury Camp with a tradition that it is the burial place of a British chieftain. The hill fort was occu-
pied from around 500 BC until the late Romano-British period (C3rd AD). The community which built
the huge ramparts was very well organised suggesting that Iron Age society was complex and highly
structured. Interestingly, the population of Herefordshire in the Iron Age is estimated at 30,000 people
(192,000 today) which is many more than existed in the county at the time of the Domesday Book
(1086). An Iron Age enclosure exists at Shutton with wonderful views looking westwards over Fordings
and the Hartleton lakes.
The capital of the Dobunni was given the Roman name of Corinium Dobunnorum. It is known today as
Cirencester. A Romano-British settlement called Ariconium developed between Bromsash and Bolli-
tree. A centre of iron production for many centuries, it was destroyed by Welsh raiders around 360 AD
and never rebuilt. It is thought that St. Mary’s Church is built on the site of an Iron Age temple as
known venerated sites are visible from the churchyard (eg Skirrid, British Camp). Building stone from
Ariconium may well have been used in the north arcade of the church.
One thing is certain. Linton (or Lintune as it is called in the Domesday Book) became a very important
strategic and defensive location on the frontier of England and Wales during the early Anglo-Saxon
period. Between the C6th and C8th, the border between England and Wales followed the line of Linton
ridge. However, by 1066 the area was already much in decline as the national boundary had by then
become permanently established along the River Wye to the west. The diocese of Hereford is very old
as established in 676 AD although the first dedicated Christian church probably appeared in Linton as
early as the late C6th. As the Linton Yew is thought to be at least 1,500 years old it could be coeval as
yews were always planted in early Saxon churchyards and the practice continued after the Norman
Conquest.
It is likely Linton suffered in the Great Anarchy of the C12th. During this civil war the Lord of the Man-
or, William de Baderon, declared for Queen Matilda and then promptly retreated to Goodrich Castle.
King Stephen, her rival, visited the area and sought retribution. The original church and village may
well have been raised to the ground. In the peace that followed, the Talbot family rose to prominence.
Gilbert Talbot attended the coronation of
Richard I in 1189 as ‘Lord of Linton’. The diocesan records say a new church was built in Linton in
1200 AD. Our only royal visit occurred in 1216 when bad King John stayed the night at Eccleswall,
then a hunting lodge on the northern edge of the Forest of Dean.
The Black Death first struck Linton in 1349 and would return throughout the C14th. Trouble with Welsh
raiders was also never far away. In the 1360s, Edward III invested much money he didn’t have in im-
proving his defences in the Marches. The tower was added to St. Mary’s at this time which resulted in
an extension to the nave and south arcade. Fundamentally, the tower was a defensive structure used
as a place of relatively safety by clergy and villagers if under attack. Most raiders were interested in
booty and cattle rustling. The last Welsh incursion was launched by the forces of Owain Glyndwr in
1404. The Wars of the Roses followed in a rivalry for the throne and peace only returned in 1485 after
the battle of Bosworth Field. Linton at this time was a cluster of cottages around the church. The par-
ish, as now, also included numerous small farms occupied mainly by yeoman. They focused on sub-
sistence but sold any excess grain for profit. The Priest House is medieval and dates from this period.
It included a “beast house” although a tithe barn also existed on open land opposite the old Post Of-
fice. The vicar was a man of affluence and influence. The Talbot family had become the Earls of
Shrewsbury in the reign of Henry V and their Linton lands were slowly divested to lesser mortals on
their family tree mainly as dowry payments.

 CENTRE PAGE FEATURE
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 CENTRE PAGE FEATURE
The Reformation in the 1530s saw Linton Church lose its side chapel in the nave and the advowson
rights auctioned off to the highest bidder. English Protestants battled with Catholic authority for many
decades. Religious understanding in Linton must have improved dramatically in 1549 with the adoption
by the Church of England of a ‘Book of Common Prayer’ written for the first time in the English language.
Life, of course, remained a challenge. The Line House dates from 1620 and uses roof timbers from Sev-
ern trows dismantled in Gloucester. For transport, the Wye and Severn were the motorways of their day.
The English Civil War broke out in 1642 and Hereford changed hands on 4 occasions during the conflict.
The local iron industry had by now been long established in the area. The furnaces at Haygrove and
Fordings produced munitions for the King although Linton would have experienced poverty and starva-
tion in equal measure during a civil war of poor harvests. Charles I, of course, met his fate on the scaf-
fold in January 1649.
By the C18th, Linton was long established as a small agricultural community on the Gloucestershire-Her-
efordshire border but it was remote and communications were poor. The principal road passed north-
south through the village linking Hereford with Mitcheldean. Woodend Lane connected Newent with Lin-
ton going on to Rudhall and Ross. The Gorsley-Hill Top- Crow Hill road was not built until the 1820s by a
turnpike trust. Agricultural wages remained very low and the local housing stock was always in poor con-
dition. The big local landowners came and went with the Vaughans giving way mainly to the Bonnor fam-
ily in the late 1700s. The Bonnors were related to the Talbot family and adopted the Talbot dog on their
family crest. During the C19th extensive tracts of land were purchased in the area by Alexander Baring,
part of the Baring’s Bank dynasty. An MP, he became Baron Ashburton in 1835. In the 1841 census, half
of the ‘heads of households’ in Linton were listed as agricultural labourers. Alas, the late C19th saw a
calamitous depression. There was always the threat of the Newent poor house should a harvest fail. By
1891, Burton Court was empty and farmland offered for sale at auction in Ross to repay debts, even by
the Ashburton family, remained unsold. One by one the bigger estates, split into smaller lots, were sub-
sequently sold off to pay crippling death duties. Linton’s population fell from 952 in 1851 to 750 in 1901.
Earlier, in June 1865, the Linton vicar - Thomas Chandler Curtiss - died after a long illness. He was suc-
ceeded by Edward Palin, great-grandfather of Michael Palin of Monty Python fame. A former Oxford don,
he made Linton his home for the remainder of his life. He died in 1903. Following the 1871 Education
Act, Palin built a new school by public subscription (but mainly from Lord Ashburton). Now the village
hall, the school eventually closed in 1958. Palin also extensively renovated the church in 1875-6 and its
appearance today is entirely down to his efforts at this time.
After the First World War, the village mourned the war dead of the nation. The Cenotaph was revealed in
Whitehall 1919 and all local communities decided to build similar memorials to remember the sacrifice of
their sons and husbands. The Linton War Committee, using funds raised by voluntary public subscrip-
tion, decided to display a brass plaque with the names of the war dead inside the church but also to ren-
ovate the medieval churchyard preaching cross. The latter became a ‘Cross of Sacrifice’ as common to
all the Imperial, later Commonwealth, War Grave cemeteries.
The Second World War came and went with more Linton young men making the ultimate sacrifice, espe-
cially in post D-day Europe and in Italy. Many local men worked in protected occupations such as farm-
ing although younger women not in the Land Army were often conscripted to work at the munitions
factory in Rotherwas. The Linton Home Guard maintained a checkpoint on Linton ridge opposite the old
quarry until late 1944, when disbanded.
Mains electricity and water came in 1962 with the construction of the M50. For long an agricultural com-
munity, low house prices and wonderful scenery made Linton an attractive place for retirement in the
1970s and 1980s. Although the village has boasted a pub, the Alma Inn, since the late 1850s we have
lost the village shop established at around the same time and, more recently, the Post Office too. A mo-
bile Post Office currently serves our area.
There are many new properties in the village and the housing stock in 2020 is considered of high quality,
in total contrast to a century ago. The potholes are still the same! The Linton Yew is a silent witness to
all that has happened in the village for millennia. Be it the Norman Conquest, the Black Death or Coro-
navirus, the Linton Yew has seen it all. We can but hope our famous yew will be around for many gener-
ations to come.

Roger Davies
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 LINTON &
 BROMSASH

 NEWS
 Sub-Editor: John Lancaster

 01989 720 642

John.lancaster17@gmail.com

THE FALL OF A GREAT TREE
The ancient beech tree (by some estimates, around 150 years old) which
dominated the gardens of Linton Village Hall, blew down in a storm that hit
Linton in late August. Such is the drama which the fall of a great tree generates
that it has has been the inspiration for poets. Howard Simon, in his lovely poem
“A Fallen Tree” asks, “Who will dance with the wind now you’re really gone?”
Maya Angelou in her poem “When Great Trees Fall”; Alfred Castner King who
penned “The Fallen Tree”; and Andrew Young in his poem also called “The
Fallen Tree”, articulated their feelings equally movingly. Roger Davies captured
some of that drama in this photograph:

 PLEASE mention “The Chimes” when contacting advertisers.

mailto:carolesmallwood57@gmail.com
mailto:carolesmallwood57@gmail.com
mailto:carolesmallwood57@gmail.com
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 LINTON & BROMSASH NEWS (cont)

COMMUNITY LUNCHES
Were due to return but due to the new restrictions they have had to be
postponed. Watch out for updates in next months edition of The Chimes,
LINTON VILLAGE HALL
www.lintonvillage.com/aboutlvh/village-hall-news/ social media (LVH51 for
Instagram) and e-newsletter. We’ll need your email address to send our
newsletter to you. If you have any queries, or wish to be added to emailing list,
please contact us on 07974 48 41 41 or email us on LVH@lintonvillage.com
NEWS
Following receipt of the government’s latest guidelines, Linton Village Hall
Management Committee has put in place risk assessments and mitigating
measures to enable us to re-open the hall, as a Covid- secure environment.
These measures include establishing a one-way system in and out of the hall,
displays of information, hand sanitisers, and social-distancing guidelines on the
floors. These measures have different implications for our groups, and whilst we
have been able to welcome some of our users back, unsurprisingly some of our
groups are unable to meet under these conditions. Therefore, not all activities
have resumed in the same way as pre lock-down.
Please check our website for information, and stay safe.

Regular Groups At The Hall
Please contact the organiser for more information.

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S CHURCH
For up-to-date news on St Mary's Church please go to the website
www.lintonvillage.com/st-marys-church.
Our September All-age was entitled 'The Workers in the Vineyard ' and we
unpicked this curious story to see what it taught us about the unlimited love and
justice of God.
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 LINTON & BROMSASH NEWS (cont)

NEXT ALL- AGE SERVICE: HARVEST FESTIVAL
The next All-age is on Sunday 18th October at 11 am where we be holding a
village Harvest Festival.  Unless the embargo on singing is relaxed by then we will
listen to a few of the old Harvest hymns and give thanks to the Lord of the
Harvest.  We will have a special collection of tinned and dry items suitable for the
Ross larder.
REMEMBERING
As the nights draw in, people from ancient times would remember those whom we
have loved and lost awhile.  Our annual Remembering Service will be at 5:30 on
Sunday 25th October. If you have a loved one whose death you would like
remembered by prayers and the lighting of a candle please let one of the Church
Wardens know or sign up on the sheet at the back of church.  If you are able to
attend, you are invited to light a candle and place it beside the yew tree when
their name is read out.
REMEMBRANCE
The annual Remembrance Service will be on Sunday 8th November.  Due to the
current restrictions it is likely to all be held in the churchyard: so come prepared!
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 LINTON & BROMSASH NEWS (cont)

REPAIRING THE ASSEMBLY CROSS
The Assembly Cross, also known as the Preacher’s Cross in St Mary’s church
yard has recently been repaired by Simon Hudson, the stone mason of Hereford
Cathedral. It is an important mediaeval monument with a Saxon base.  It is now in
a sound condition for the future.  The repair work was facilitated by Ernst
Zillekens and financial support was provided by VoLT. Roger Davies
photographed the masons at work and also the restored Cross.
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 LINTON & BROMSASH NEWS (cont)

100 CLUB
Each year, with a full 100 subscriptions, we raise £500 for the village hall funds
which is much appreciated by the committee who can, in turn, invest it in the hall
for the benefit of the village. For further information please contact Denise on
720815.

SEPTEMBER 2020 WINNERS
£25 40 Kath Collis £10 70 Sandra Hampson £5 65 Bob Smallwood

The Saturday of the first week of each month, prior to publication is our
deadline for submitting copy, and is confirmed on the front cover. If in
doubt  please contact me, my details are in the heading of this section.
PHOTOGRAPHS are very welcome to illustrate news reports and should
be a minimum of 300 dpi for the magazine or less for the website.
Events included in the Chimes will be limited to a 2-month in advance
cut-off. If beyond this please resend Thank You
John
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 LINTON PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
(Covering Bromsash, Gorsley & Linton)

LINTON(s) PARISH COUNCIL
(covering Bromsash, Gorsley & Linton in Herefordshire)
Website: www.lintonpc-herefordshire.gov.uk   Email: pcclerk@lintonpc-
herefordshire.gov.uk.  E-NEWS bulletins may be received if you complete the subscription
form online or contact the Clerk (email above) to be added to the list. Complete Minutes
and Agenda of all meetings are published on the Parish Council website.
MEETINGS
 As I write we are preparing for the September meeting, which as usual has a packed
agenda.    As you know, halls are limited in the numbers they can admit under Covid
restrictions.   Since we are not able to anticipate the number of attendees (you are all most
welcome to attend the meetings) we continue to meet virtually using the Zoom meeting
facility.
COUNCILLORS
You need Councillors!  They are your voice and support in the first tier of Government.
Find out more about joining the Parish Council by contacting the Clerk.  We have a Roads
group who are busy working with the Parish and County Council on potential road safety
improvements.  Our Climate Group is very active and the allotments are full and always
appreciate Councillor representation.  Perhaps there is an area of parish life you feel
needs support, so do consider joining.
ALLOTMENTS
There has been some theft of produce from the allotments.  And we are even more
dismayed to find that the main target of this is little Abi Smith who grows all her produce for
St Michaels Hospice.  If you see any suspicious activity, please report it.
PLANNING
The Council’s response to applications covered in the August meeting are available to see
on the website.  In summary Councillors returned no objection to 6 applications and
provided detailed comments on their objection to a further 3 applications.
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
An Inspector has been appointed and we understand she will be commencing her review
shortly.
CLIMATE & ENVIRONMENT WORK GROUP
The group continue to update subscribers and you can find a lot of useful ideas for
Reducing, Re-using and Recycling on the Parish Council website.
LENGTHSMAN – C and U Roads
Don’t forget to let us know if you have an issue on the lanes that needs our Lengthsman to
look at.
PRINTED INFORMATION
Don’t forget to contact the Clerk if you would like printed copies of Parish meeting
documents.  You can write to the Clerk at Michaelchurch Cottage, St Owen’s Cross, HR2
8LD.
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 UPTON BISHOP
 NEWS

 Sub-Editor:  Deb Long

 07901 896 537

 deborahlong850@gmail.com

MILLENNIUM HALL
To book the hall ring Jane Pendlebury on 01989 780763
For all information on events and classes, dates, times etc please check this with
the organisers.
Their details can be found in the Chimes Directory.
Website – www.uptonbishop.org

200 CLUB – Draw for September:
£20 Rob Baldwin - £10 G & J Pendlebury - £5 Guy Cooper

UPTON BISHOP W.I.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 13TH October for a talk about Gloucester Docks
by Tony Conder.   We meet the second Tuesday of the month (except for Au-
gust) at the Millennium Hall at 7.30 p.m.  For further information please contact
Clare Bell at clare_bell@btinternet.com  (Editor's Note, Due to the new restric-
tions, you are advised to contact the organiser to confirm whether the meeting
will be going ahead)

BEST WISHES
To everyone who is not too well at present and to those of you who are awaiting
hospital appointments, receiving treatment, recovering from operations or the
various winter bugs that are starting to emerge…….

SYMPATHY
Our thoughts and sympathy go to Mike Bate on the loss of his Mum, Mo and to
the family of Joyce Maddox.  Joyce lived for many years at Powell Croft before
moving to Newent.

WELCOME
Clive and Fiona Wilson who have just moved to Crow Hill.

mailto:peter@pjfray.co.uk
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 UPTON BISHOP NEWS (Cont).

UPTON BISHOP CHURCH NEWS

Congratulations to the winners of the Upton Bishop Church Thank You Draw. We
had eleven good prizes and we were careful to make sure that the draw process
was properly random.
In early September, we seized the chance of a fine Sunday to hold the Harvest
Festival out of doors. Having scored a post COVID first the previous Sunday with
the church bells ringing out again, the children’s choir sang for Harvest Festival,
the first singing to be permitted since March. All donations of non-perishable
goods went to the Ross Community Larder.
By the time you read this we will have had the long-delayed Annual Parochial
Church Meeting when Jane Ayres is due to take over as Churchwarden. This
meeting is an opportunity for the whole village to have their say and for anyone to
join the PCC team. The church is for everyone and the more widely the village is
represented, the better for all. It is not too late: if you would like to read the
annual report or if you would like to become involved, please let Jane know.
It is not too soon to be thinking about the Christmas Fayre. We cannot know yet
whether the usual event will be possible, it seems unlikely, so we are planning a
Virtual Fayre to run from mid-November until mid-December.
Any ideas will be very welcome: on-line bric-a-brac? cakes? produce? books?
toys? any other suggestions? We need volunteers to co-ordinate these virtual
stalls so if you are willing to help, please let me know.
hank you to everyone who has joined easyfundraising. Whenever you shop on-
line at one of the registered sites, that site will donate to our church, without
costing you a penny more. Once you are registered, if you also download the
donation reminder you can get the site to donate even more! Many thanks for
your support.
There will be a Remembrance Service on Sunday 8th November. The format of
this will depend on what we are permitted to do when the time comes. Details will
be circulated later.
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t the end of August, a pair of farewell gatherings were held, within the COVID
restrictions, for John Boyd.

The sale John’s of house is, at the time of writing, imminent.
John and his late wife Ikka have been known to many in Upton Bishop as loyal
supporters of so many aspects of village life, as hosts to events such as the Fete,
the Murder Mystery and Wine and Cheese evenings and Vineyard Tours.

The Beeches vineyard has, thanks to John’s generosity, supplied many a raffle
prize as well as a fantastic sale offer during lockdown and the carol singers were
always made welcome with a warming drink in the run up to Christmas. Ikka was
a key figure in the WI and other local organisations, while Upton Bishop church
benefited from John’s hard work and wisdom as Churchwarden, Treasurer, and
fundraiser. He will be much missed but, as he is planning to settle nearby, we all
wish him well in his new home and hope that we will see him often.

We look forward to welcoming the Withers family to their new home at Beeches.

 UPTON BISHOP NEWS (Cont).

The Saturday of the first week of each month, prior to publication is
our deadline for submitting copy, and is confirmed on the front
cover. If in doubt  please contact me, my details are in the heading
of this section.
PHOTOGRAPHS are very welcome to illustrate news reports and
should be a minimum of 300 dpi for the magazine or less for the
website. Events included in the Chimes will be limited to a 2-month
in advance cut-off. If beyond this please resend  Thank You
Deb
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No news has come in from the Parish Council this month. But for information or
notice of the next meetings please contact the PC Clerk or check the website.

PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE:
Why not visit http://uptonbishop.org/parish-council/ for up-to-date news?

CONTACT: - Mrs Sarah Lawrence Worcester Cottage Peterstow Ross-on-Wye
HR9 6LE Tel: 07368 238547 email ubpcclerk@yahoo.co.uk

 UPTON BISHOP PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

mailto:ubpcclerk@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ubpcclerk@yahoo.co.uk
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 CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS - 1
ANIMAL CARE

CLIPNSTRIP DOG GROOMING.
I'm City and Guilds qualified to clip,handstrip (30yrs experience), bath, groom and nail trim
your dog to your requirements. Professional, relaxed salon in Kilcot. Collection and
delivery available. Fully insured. Call Jo: 07773 323 325 or 01989 720 291.

DOG'S-DELIGHT
Professional Canine Beautician in all breeds. Groomed, Shampooed, Hand stripped,
Clipped & Nail-trimmed.
Call Sharon on 01989 750 256, Tally-Ho, Bromsash.

HOUSE SITTING & CARE OF PETS & OTHER ANIMALS
Holiday without worry ! We are residents of Upton Crews and can look after your house
and animals whilst you are away.
Contact Peter or Elisabeth on 01989 780 414

CLEANING SERVICES
Avolution cleaning Services
Carpet and Upholstery cleaning, protection and pest control.
A member of National Carpet Cleaning Association.
Extraction and steam cleaning services.
Ring Chris 07500898146 or 01989 720459 for a quote.

CLEANIAN: Clearly the Cleanest
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning Specialist. Give your home a fresh look – Touch, See,
Smell & Feel the difference. Service throughout Gloucestershire & Herefordshire.
Call Ian Jones on 01531 566 012, or 08000 854 425 or 07831 332 226

THE OVEN & RANGE CLEANING COMPANY
Ovens, hobs, extractors, Agas, etc. Local, independent, professional. 100% biodegradable
and non-caustic products. Tidy, safe and efficient system.
Call 01989 750 121  or 07958 383 366; email info@ovenandrangecleaning.co.uk

HEALTH & BEAUTY
DEBORAH’S BEAUTY TREATMENTS
Massages, Waxing, Facials, Body Treatments, Manicures, Pedicures, Make-up. All in the
comfort of your own home. 10% off first treatment.
Mobile 07747 736 802 www.freewebs.com/deborahsbeautytreatments

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER DEBORAH CRONSHAW MCFHP MAFHP
Complete foot care in the convenience of your own home to help maintain healthy feet.
Treatments include removal of corns & calluses, nail trimming, reduction of thickened nails
& diabetic foot care. www.wyefootcare.co.uk ; 07821 540 925; 01989 770 893.

www.freewebs.com/deborahsbeautytreatments


50

 CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS - 2
GARDENING SERVICES

ECOTECH TREE CARE
Professional tree care carried out by trained , experienced, and friendly staff. Public
Liability Insurance; Free quotes; Locally based. Speak to Rory Wakeman on
01989 770 372 / 07754 944 683. www.ecotechtreecare.co.uk
GARDENS SORTED: EXPERT DESIGN & RENOVATION, & GARDEN ROOMS.
30 years hard-won experience. Deep Veg beds to grand gazebos. Hard landscaping:
paths, decks and patios using locally sourced materials. Working closely with our clients
to realise your ideas. Felicity Evans 07866 777244 or Answer machine 01531 890332.
www.gardens-sorted.co.uk
MOLE CONTROL
Mole, Wasps, Rats, Mice etc control
For a fast efficient service to control pests
Contact Chris Hyett on 07778 476 524 or vem:mail on chrishyett60@gmail.com
W.N.GOOCH
Garden & flail hedge-cutter, Pasture maintenance, Fruit tree pruning, Haymaking, Fencing,
Sheep shearing, Odd-jobbing. A friendly service with a smile.
Tel: 01989 720 350 Mobile: 07977 506 086.

PROPERTY SERVICES
CHIMNEY SWEEP / STOVE INSTALLER "GLENN THE CHIMNEY SWEEP"
GOMS & HETAS Registered, fully insured, power and traditional Sweeping, certificate
issued (for home insurance), smoke test with every sweep. Weddings attended (Lucky
Sweep). Free advice. www.glennthechimneysweep.co.uk Call: 07801 740 516.
HOUSE CLEARANCE
Wanted any antiques, furniture, architectural items, tools etc. Will buy anything from one
item to a house or garage full. Based locally so will respond quickly. Phone or message,
quick decision made. garymorris28.gm@gmail.com or phone 07961 479 126.
KEVIN BONEHILL
Carpentry & joinery. Property maintenance. Security fitments. Fitted kitchens &
bathrooms. Floor & wall tiling.
Call 01989 562 849 or mobile: 07711 213 059. kevinbonehill@gmail.com
NEWENT SKIPS
Fast friendly service. 1 Yard, 2 Yard or 4 Yard skips. Sand, gravel and top soil also delivered.
Monday – Saturday 7.30 am – 5.30 pm. No VAT. Ring 07817 649 650.

PAINTER & DECORATOR
For all your decorating needs, interior and exterior.
Phone Brian Colwell on 01989 567 082.
FOR ALL YOUR  DECORATING REQUIREMENTS
Contact James on 07926508774.
Reliable and professional service, no job too small.

www.ecotechtreecare.co.uk
www.ecotechtreecare.co.uk
www.gardens-sorted.co.uk
www.gardens-sorted.co.uk
mailto:chrishyett60@gmail.com
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POSTCARDS FROM LIFE
For three weeks from Monday 26th October, around 200 mini-masterpieces go
under the hammer during Postcards from Life.
This year’s online-only event gives you the chance to hang on your wall a small
work that portrays a big heart.

The lots have been created by some of the most talented artists around and can
all be viewed on the St Michael’s Hospice website (www.st-michaels-
hospice.org.uk) where you’ll also find a link to the Brightwells page to bid.

Event co-ordinator Gaynor Warren said: ‘The quality of entries this year is
outstanding. I think it’s our best collection yet. So, get ready to browse and bid
for work which will brighten any room, safe in the knowledge that your support
will help families in our community living with a terminal illness.’ Lot 45, just one
example, is shown below.
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 FORTHCOMING EVENTS
PLEASE NOTE: REGULAR WEEKLY & MONTHLY EVENTS ARE INCLUDED
IN OUR HALF-YEARLY DIRECTORY,  HOWEVER PLEASE CHECK WITH THE
ORGANISERS IF THE EVENT IS GOING AHEAD DUE TO CURRENT
RESTRICTIONS

A copy of the directory can be accessed by visiting our website
www.thechimes.org.uk/directory

To include an event in the Directory, please contact the Sub-editor for your village..

Sadly due to the current situation we cannot list any events. Hopefully things may
change next month and hopefully something near “normal service” will be resumed
shortly.
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www.thechimes.org.uk
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