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THE FIRST VICTORY OF THE SYNCHRONISED MACHINE GUN 
 
To continue the theme for the “on line” version of “the Chimes” of noting a 
significant event which occurred on the first day of the current month, this 
month for the 1st July I will refer to the first successful use in flight of a 
synchronised aerial machine gun on the 1st July, 1915 on the Western Front. 
This was, and still is, a profoundly significant moment in the history of military 
aviation as previously almost all military and naval aircraft required a pilot and 
a gunner, the pilot could not carry out both functions.  Prior to the 
synchronised machine gun the gunner was armed with a rifle, revolver and a 
machine gun mounted where it could be operated by the gunner. 
The illustration depicting two aircraft shows a Royal Flying Corps “pusher” 
aircraft and a German “tractor” propeller configuration.  The propeller of the 
“pusher” is installed behind the pilot and its engine can be seen.  The tractor 
version was faster and more manoeuvrable in flight, but had the disadvantage 
that there was a very real danger of the gunner or pilot, in his enthusiasm, 
shooting the blades off the propeller with inevitable fatal consequences, which 
happened all too often, especially as parachutes were not provided.  
As early as 1910 August Euler designed a synchroniser gear to enable a 
machine gun to be fired through the arc of a spinning propeller without the 
bullets striking the blades.  Both France and Germany conducted research 
into synchronisation gear during 1913 and 1914, but there were inevitable 
problems, both with timing of gun and propeller.  Also any slight variation in 
the manufacture, which at ground level used by infantry did not matter, could 
cause a slight delay in firing, enough for the bullet to strike the propeller 
blade.  
On the first July, 1915 Leutnant Kurt Wintgens successfully engaged a French 
Morane Saulnier near Luneville at 1800 hours flying a Fokker Eindecker fitted 
with a synchronised machine gun, and this is the first time that such an aircraft 
with this type of gun scored a victory.  Leutnant Wintgens was awarded an 
Iron Cross and the Pour le Merite or “Blue Max”. 
Both Leutnant Wintgens and the Fokker Eindecker he piloted are illustrated. 
By the 1930’s increasingly the function of fighter aircraft was to engage all 
metal bombers for which the light machine gun was quite unsuitable, that 
heaver guns mounted in the wings became the standard, the arrangement for 
the Super marine Spitfire, Hurricane and Messerschmitt.     



 
 
 

 


