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Soviet Policy of Extermination.  
It is the 1st April, 1941 and a column of unarmed civilians, the inhabitants of 
villages in Bucovina in a region which had been part of Romania before 1939 
attempted to cross the frontier established by the Soviet Union to re-join their 
fellow countrymen in the Romanian part of Bucovina. The column was led by 
a man bearing aloft a white flag.  Although crossings had been prohibited by 
the Soviet authorities the villagers believed a rumour that the frontier guards 
would not open fire on a gathering of more than 20 people. They were wrong, 
as the column approached the frontier they were ordered to halt.  When they 
failed to stop the Red Army and NKVD, the Soviet Secret Police, (now known 
as the KGB, formally the Cheka) opened fire with machine guns. 
 
For the origin of the Soviet occupation of the Romanian territory of Northern 
Bucovina together with Romanian Bessarabia and the Hertza Region we need 
to refer to the “Treaty of Non-aggression between Germany and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics”, otherwise known as the Molotov-Ribbentrop 
Accord signed on 23rd August, 1939 in which Germany declared complete 
disinterest in Bessarabia. The Treaty led to the Soviet annexation of Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania and the Romanian territory mentioned above. Thus, by June, 
1940 Romania had been forced to withdraw from approximately half of its 
region of Bucovina, and during the first twelve months of Soviet administration 
of the occupied territory a Ukranian scholar estimated that some 7,000 
refugees cross the frontier into Romania. The Soviet reaction was 
twofold.  Frontier patrols were increased and lists were compiled of families 
who had relatives who had fled to Romania and were thus considered “traitors 
to the Motherland”.  By December, 1940 these lists included the names of 
people who were merely suspected of intending to flee to Romania, 
 
On 19th November, 1940 forty families some 105 people from the village of 
Suceveni armed with twenty guns attempted to cross the frontier at Fantana 
Alba.  In the ensuing skirmish with Frontier Patrols and NKVD three villagers 
were killed, and five wounded and captured, the remainder included two 
wounded reached Romanian territory.  However, all the relatives remaining in 
Soviet territory were arrested and transported to Siberia. 
 
This was but one of many incidents from November 1940 when the Soviets 
occupied the northern half of Bucovina. Many of the inhabitants, overwhelmed 
by the speed of the occupation attempted to cross the Soviet established 
frontier to join their relatives in the Romanian southern part of Bucovina. To 
say that Soviet retribution was harsh is an understatement.  The Soviet police 
compiled lists of the inhabitants and the families and quite often the whole 
village of any suspected of attempting to leave Soviet territory was murdered 
or sent to a gulag in Siberia. 
 



In January 1941, 100 villagers successfully crossed to Romanian Bucovina, 
and on the night of 6th February, 500 attempted to cross.  Unfortunately they 
were denounced to the Soviet Authorities and at 0600 hours the Soviet Army 
and Police opened fire from multiple directions killing by far the majority 
including the organisers.  Of the original 500, fifty-seven managed to reach 
Romanian territory and forty-four were captured and tried as “members of a 
counter-revolutionary organisation” by the Kiev Military District Tribunal who 
sentenced twelve of them to death and thirty two to ten years forced labour. 
The practice was maintained of deporting all the family members of the 
“traitors to the Motherland” to Siberia. 
 
The attempt on the 1st April, mentioned above, consisted of between 2,000 
and 3,000 refugees and according to Soviet records there were forty-four 
casualties.  However, eyewitness accounts indicate a death toll of not less 
than 200 with many more wounded.  Some of the wounded after capture were 
tied to horses and dragged to previously excavated mass graves where they 
were killed with shovels or buried alive. Other wounded were taken to the 
NKVD Headquarters where they were tortured and some died. The remainder, 
those who survived torture, were taken to the City’s Jewish Cemetery where 
they were throne alive into a common grave and covered with quicklime. 
 
During 1940-41 some 12,000 to 13,000 Bucovinans, mostly but not 
exclusively Romanians were deported to Gulags in Siberia. Between the 
Romanian census of 1930 and the first Soviet census of 1959 the population 
of the region reduced by 75,000, it can be said as a result of the deliberate 
Soviet policy of extermination of ethnic Romanians. 
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