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THE FIRST TYPEWRITER. 
  
Production of the first commercially viable typewriter commenced at the 
factory of E. Remington & Sons at Ilion in New York on 1st March, 1873.  Far 
better known, if only now from countless “Hollywood” Westerns, for the 
manufacture of firearms, the business was started by Eliphalet Remington 
who forged his first rifle barrel in 1816 when he was a young blacksmith.  He 
proceeded to make rifle barrels to meet the growing demand for flintlock rifles 
in the Mohawk Valley, and with the completion of the Erie Cannel between 
Buffalo and Albany demand increased still further and in 1828 the forge and 
foundry was moved to a 100 acre site abutting the Mohawk River at Morgan’s 
Landing, now known as Ilion in New York State.  At this time the elder 
Eliphalet Remington died and the business passed to his eldest son, another 
Eliphalet Remington. 
  
In 1839 Eliphalet was joined by his son Philo Remington and the business 
changed to the partnership of E. Remington and Son and in 1845 another son, 
Samuel, joined the partnership and the name was changed to E. Remington 
and Sons.  In due course another son, Eliphalet, joined the firm in 1845. At 
this time the partnership concentrated on gun barrels bearing the distinctive 
“REMINGTON” stamp but they soon progressed to manufacturing brass gun 
furniture, trigger guards, butt plates, patch boxes and, imported from 
manufactures in Birmingham, Warwickshire, percussion locks.  After 1846 first 
the martial longarm and then revolvers dominated the production at Morgan’s 
Landing. 
  
Two years later, in 1848 gun making machinery was purchased from Ames 
Manufacturing Company of Chicopee in Massachusetts and commenced 
supplying breech-loading percussion caps for the United States Navy, 
together with the first breech-loading rifles for the US Navy and rifles for the 
war with Mexico of 1846 to 1848, remember the Alamo.  Further expansion 
led to the manufacture of agricultural implements and from 1870 to 1894, 
sewing machines.    
  
The first commercially viable “Type-Writer” was developed by Christopher 
Scholes, Carlos Glidden, and Samuel W. Soule to whom a patent was granted 
by the U.S. Government on 23rd June, 1868, the first machine capable of 
producing eligible reading matter faster than by hand writing.  The patent and 
manufacturing rights were acquired by “Remington” via “Densmore and Yost” 
for US$12,000 for the Scholes and Glidden Type-Writer which incorporated 
the “Qwerty” type face layout which included a shift key so that both upper and 
lower case letters could be produced without interruption which had been 
designed by Christopher Scholes, and was adopted for all subsequent 
typewriters including the successful Remington No. 2 of 1878.  Both sewing 



machines and typewriters were displayed at the Centennial Exposition in 
Philadelphia of 1876.   
  
E. Remington and Sons were major suppliers of arms to the Federal 
Government during the war with the Confederacy of 1861 to 1865, but 1886 
the family sold the typewriter business to the Standard Typewriter Company 
Incorporated including the right to use the name “Remington”.  The buyers 
were all former employees of E. Remington & Sons. “Standard Typewriter” 
changed its name to Remington Typewriter Company in 1902, and in 1927 
merged with Rand Kardex Bureau to form “Remington Rand” and continued to 
manufacture office equipment and later electric razors.  In 1955 they acquired 
Sperry Corporation and became “Sperry Rand”, later shortened to 
“Sperry”.  With the merger with Burroughs in 1986 the name changed again to 
“Unisys”.  Control of the remainder of the business passed from the 
Remington family on 7th March, 1888 when it was sold to Messrs Hartley and 
Graham of New York and the Winchester Repeating Arms Company of New 
Haven, Connecticut at which time the name was changed to the Remington 
Arms Company.  Between 1867 and 1900 the Remington Rolling Block rifle 
was supplied to Argentina, Belgium, Denmark, Egypt, France, Mexico, 
Norway, the Papal States, and Sweden. 
  
The typewriter was of great advantage to offices, no longer were clerks 
required to copy letters and other documents “in a big round hand” as 
portrayed by Sir Joseph Porter the first lord of the Admiralty or the “Ruler of 
the Queen’s Navy” in Messrs Gilbert and Sullivan’s operetta “HMS Pinafore”. 
The typewriter produced letters etc quicker with a carbon copy if required.  It 
also provided employment opportunities for young ladies of slender means 
whose previous prospects were usually limited to either marriage, a lottery at 
Dr. Samuel Johnson noticed in the previous century, or employment as a 
governess or nanny.  This was an early example of technology rendering one 
class of employees redundant whilst providing better opportunities for another 
group. 
  
This was an opportunity too good to be missed and in the years after 1873 the 
buyers choice was gradually expanded by such names as “Smith Corona” of 
the U.S.A. in 1886, “Halda” of Sweden, 1890, “Underwood” of the U.S.A. in 
1895, “Adler” from Frankfurt am Main in 1898, “Royal” of the U.S.A., 1904, 
“Olivetti” in Italy, 1908 and “Imperial” of Leicester, 1911. 
  
In the 1950’s one could still sometimes find typewriters in commercial offices 
similar to the Remington 1892 model illustrated, but many had more enclosed 
cases though no lighter to carry.  “IBM” launched an electric typewriter in 
1961, the selectric model, and in 1971 the first golf ball typewriter as illustrated 
(IBM Selectric II) with the advantage that the “golf ball” could be easily 
changed thus the type face could be changed rather than the typewriter 
itself.  Formerly the options were pica (normal), elite (smaller) typed letters 



with either short carriage (normal) or long carriage typewriter versions.  With 
the introduction in 1984 of the IBM wheelwriter with daisy wheel rather than 
golf ball a correcting ribbon was included thus avoiding the use of tipex  or 
typists rubber.  None of these incorporated the option of justified margins now 
available using a Personal Computer or “PC” in general use from the 1990’s to 
produce script only formally available from printers of books, pamphlets and 
newspapers. 

 
P. Eliphalet Remington. 

  

 

PH. John Pratt's Pterotype,   inspired by Scholes of 1867. 
 



 
Sholes & Glidden Typewriter,   1876. 

 

P. Christopher Latham Sholes. 

 

PH. IMB Selectric II - golf   ball. 
 


