
Early Christian Faith. 
 

We have become conditioned to thinking that there was great persecution of Christians by the 

Romans during the three hundred years following the crucifixion of Jesus, and once 

Christianity had been decriminalised by the Emperor Constantine in 313 AD there was peace 

in Christendom until Martin Luther burst upon the scene to “upset the apple cart”. 

As all historians will know the reality is never so simple.  Firstly, it should be remembered that 

the Hebrews were not inclined to accept the Pax Romana.  In 63 BC Pompey the Great, the 

Roman General, in order terminate the civil war between the rival brothers for the Jewish 

throne, Aristobulus II and Hyracanus II led his army into Judea and laid siege to Jerusalem. Its 

capture involved the slaughter of 12,000 defending Jews, and the desecration of the Temple.  

All this occurred only 63 years before the birth of Christ. It is possible that the Jewish elders 

rejected Jesus as they were awaiting a Messiah who would shake off the yoke of Rome and 

restore their past splendour, which could only be achieved by military means. 

Rome was left a troublesome province to control.  From the very beginning there were various 

practices of the new Christian religion.  St. Paul advocated a universal church for the whole 

Empire, whilst St. James, brother of Jesus preferred to “keep it in the family” and eventually 

left for the Malabar Coast of southern India to establish Christianity there. Originally 

Christianity had been a Second Temple Judaic sect in the Roman Province of Judea.  After the 

fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD there was a separation from Jewish Orthodoxy which has remained 

ever since. 

This fragmentation caused the development, over time, of various forms of Christianity, each, 

with the political and military will of the local Magnate, to establish theirs as the true faith and 

universal church.  The most well known of these is the separation between the Church of the 

Eastern part of the Empire, the Orthodox Church then based in Constantinople and the Catholic 

Church of Rome.  However, there were other segments of which Arianism, Catharism, 

Gnosticsim, Manichaeism, Marcionitism and Pauliciamism to mention but a few.  Mostly these 

variations of the faith were not that significant to twenty first century ears, but when bound up 

with devout religious belief, the route to heaven, home security, political and economic 

survival, defeat of rivals takes on a whole new meaning. 

King Huneric of the Vandals was the son of King Genseric (or Gaiseric), who inherited the 

throne on his father's death on 25 January 477. Like Gaiseric he was an Arian, and his reign is 

chiefly memorable for his persecution of members of the orthodox Christian Church in his 

dominions in North Africa. 

Huneric was a fervent adherent to Arianism and yet his reign opened with a number of positive 

overtures towards the local Roman population. Following the visit of a diplomatic mission 

from the Eastern Roman Empire led by Alexander, Huneric restored properties seized by his 

father from the merchants of Carthage.  He also lifted the policy of persecuting the local Roman 

Catholics, allowing them to hold a synod wherein they elected a new Catholic bishop of 

Carthage, Eugenius, after a vacancy of 24 years.  

However, not long after the ordination of Eugenius, Huneric reversed his policy and began to 

once again persecute Catholics. Furthermore, he tried to make Catholic property fall to the 



state, but when this caused too much protest from the Eastern Roman Emperor, he chose to 

banish a number of Catholics to a faraway province instead. On the 1st February, 484 AD he 

organized a meeting of Catholic bishops with Arian bishops, but on February 24, 484 he 

forcibly removed the Catholic bishops from their offices and banished some to Corsica. A few 

were executed, including the former proconsul Victorian along with Frumentius and other 

wealthy merchants who were killed at Hadrumetum after refusing to become Arians. Among 

those exiled was Vigilius, bishop of Thapsus, who published a theological treatise against 

Arianism. Additionally, King Huneric murdered many members of the Hasdingi dynasty and 

also persecuted Manichaeans 

Towards the end of his reign, the Moors in the Autes Mountains (in present day Algeria) 

rebelled against Vandal rule, and he died on 23rd December, 484 AD. He was succeeded by his 

nephew Gunthamund who reigned until 496 AD. 

The Arian concept of Christ is based on the belief that the Son of God did not always exist but 

was begotten within time by God the Father. It may sound inconceivable today that people 

should die for such beliefs, but until very recent times such goings on were not that unusual. 

The anniversary referred to is the Synod of Carthage which commenced on 1st February, 484 

AD.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BKN. Coin of King Huneric 

ST. Roman statue of Pompey the Great 

Arc de Triumph, sack of Jerusalem, 63BC 



 

 

 

 

         

 

Saint-Aubin - Triumph of Pompey 

Fouquet, Jean - Pompée 15th cent 


