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 EDITORIAL
In these strange times of lock-down so many everyday and special things are
being cancelled - all VE Day celebrations, the Chelsea Flower Show, our own
Linton Music Festival, the list goes on.
Hopefully now, there is  light at the end of the tunnel (all be it that we don’t yet
know how long the tunnel is!!), as Belgium, Spain and Germany begin to relax
their lock-down restrictions and preparations are made for shops to re-open and
for children to return to school. A relief to parents who will have found home
schooling as testing as parents here. How to keep children inside when the sun is
shining and there are footballs to be kicked and swings to be swung on?
Of course, we will continue to send our thanks to all those people who have
worked tirelessly to care for us, keep us well and fed. Again the list is a long one,
but it is a credit to our local shops who have gone out of their way to ensure that
they deliver to people who are in isolation, to stay open with social distancing and
to provide food boxes to collect.
Community spirit is great, with neighbours shopping for each other and checking
on those who are vulnerable. In Linton, The Alma Inn are providing meals for the
over 70’s each Wednesday. Gorsley has gone to town with a scarecrow festival,
whilst in Upton Bishop, bags are being sewn for doctors & nurses to take
contaminated clothing home safely. And of course, we are all in awe of Captain
Tom Moore and his magnificent fund-raising efforts – see centre page. There are
teddy bears and rainbows in windows and songs on the Internet to cheer us up.
And of course, all those odd jobs have been done – the spare room painted, the
garden furniture spruced up, the wardrobe de-cluttered. I suspect that charity
shops are going to be very busy when we come out of lock-down!!
So, for now, stay safe, follow the social distancing and lock-down rules and,
hopefully we will soon be able to return to something like normality - with or
without face masks!!               Carole
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 ROB THE RAINMAN

The rain came over the first part of the month with relatively small daily amounts
with 9.5mm on the 18th being the highest. From the 20th it was a dry time; firstly
cold but with a lovely spring interlude over the 23rd to the 27th before it again
turned very chilly thanks to an easterly or North easterly wind which was at times,
quite brisk.

MARCH’S RAINFALL REPORT

March’s total was 36mm, 30% less than the average. So
at last a dryer month to herald the start of spring which
gave our overflowing rivers some much needed respite.
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 ASTON INGHAM
 NEWS

 Sub-Editor: Marilyn Wheeler

 01989 720 733

mw52sjw@gmail.com

ASTON INGHAM READING GROUP IN LOCKDOWN!
Just as the rest of the world, our 20 or so members are currently in the lockdown!
We used to meet once a month to discuss the book we read, often this would
lead into debates quite unrelated to the book!Not being able to meet has not
stopped us reading though! How do we decide what to read!?
We have selected our list of books to read for 2020 at our December meeting.
The books are shortlisted from a long list, which presented by each of the
members and it takes careful deliberation to narrow the list down to 12! We
usually try to have a balance, so there is a classic on the list, a non- fiction title, a
crime novel and something translated from another language. Reading a book
suggested by someone else is an interesting experience and we all find that
often it is an opportunity to read something you might not have chosen for
yourself.
Finding the time to read has always been a challenge for all, but now we
probably have a bit more time to read! So, we thought that we would share our
book list with the Chimes readers, if you are stuck for ideas what to read. We
usually try to get the books from the library, but they should all be available to get
from online shops. So far this year we have read
“Three Daughters of Eve” by Elif Shafak, Set across Istanbul and Oxford, from
the 1980s to the present day, Three Daughters of Eve is a sweeping tale of faith
and friendship, tradition and modernity, love and an unexpected betrayal.
“Arthur “by Michael Lindlord, a heartwarming tale of a dog rescue by a team on
an adventure race through the jungle of South America.
Our March book was “The Snow Geese “by William Fiennes, another non fiction
title. The author, after a period of being stuck at home after an illness, is inspired
by the topic of bird migration and then goes on the quest to follow the geese
through the North American continent to the Arctic North.
The next books on the list are:
About Grace by Anthony Doerr
Beloved by Tony Morrison
Follow your Heart by Susanna Tamaro
Our House by Louise Cavendish
Astonishing the Gods by Ben Okri
Shell Seekers by Rosamunde Pilcher

 PLEASE mention “The Chimes” when contacting advertisers.

mailto:mw52sjw@gmail.com
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 We’re Going on a Bear Hunt
Inspired by the popular children’s book We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, by Michael Rosen,
across the globe people are placing teddy bears in their street facing windows to allow
children to “hunt” for bears in their neighbourhood whilst taking their daily exercise.
The motto of the book “we’re not scared” has resonated for many.
In Linton bears, and other soft toys, have appeared in windows. Some are quite elderly
- one over 70 years old and another is over 60.
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 We’re Going on a Bear Hunt (cont)
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 GORSLEY
 SCARECROW FESTIVAL

How to respond to the new world of self isolation?

David Taylor-Black, Pastor at Gorsley Baptist church responded by inviting
residents in Gorsley to set up a WhatsApp COVID community group. With the
twin aim of supporting vulnerable neighbours and looking for ways to keep
cheerful, Kim Yeates came up with the idea of a Scarecrow Festival running over
the Easter holidays. Having leafleted more than 100 homes, scarecrows began to
appear mid April.

With more people on local daily walks due to COVID, spotting scarecrows dotted
amongst the dispersed community became something of a treasure hunt with
more families joining in, resulting in 27 scarecrows in total. An added delight was
spotting the Easter bunny distributing eggs on Easter morning.
.
Well done and a big thank you to everyone for taking part and lifting the
community spirit. Even though our homes are dotted amongst country lanes, our
voice can be heard every Thursday night in support of our key-workers and
through helping each other in this way.

If you are not able to get out and need help with shopping, fetching prescriptions
or just having someone to keep in touch you can contact the Gorsley COVID
community support group by WhatsApp or Facebook.

Facebook page @gorsleysupport or search Gorsley COVID Community to link
local services and community support with Herefordshire Council and the NHS.
WhatsApp group the Gorsley CoronaCare  07932 569495
Jo Newton
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14

 GORSLEY

 NEWS
 Sub-Editor: Anne Course

 01989 721 086

course.anne@gmail.com

By the community for the community…
In response to COVID-19, it was important that the Community Shop continues to
serve and support the local community in every way possible. As with all
businesses through this unprecedented time the shop has had to readjust. The
shop was fortunate to be classed as an essential service and therefore was
allowed to remain open and have seen increased use of the shop since the
shutdown.  Changes in the shop and services have included:

�� We have increased our stock levels and are grateful to the Baptist Church
which has allowed us to use some of their rooms as an extra storeroom.
This has meant shelves are always full and have seen us having supplies
of items which are in high demand in the local supermarkets, e.g. flour,
toilet rolls etc.  Many have found it possible to buy a lot of their weekly
groceries at the shop.

�� To make the shop safe for staff and customers, we are now only allowing
one customer in the shop at a time.  Queues outside the shop have
formed but people have enjoyed catching up with one another whilst re-
specting the social distance guidelines

�� To support those self-isolating, the shop is now taking email/phone orders
and have a group of new volunteers who are collecting and delivering the
items to their door.  Payment can be made online or money left out mean-
ing no face-to-face contact.

If you are self-isolating and would like to have items from the shop delivered to
your door, please contact us Email: delivery@gorsleycommunityshop.co.uk

CERI PAY
Sadly, Ceri, the youngest son of Mick and Gloria Pay, died this week of coronavirus.
He was only 49. Many people know Mick and Gloria from the quizzes they used to
run every month at the Alma and also every Christmas in Gorsley Village Hall.

 PLEASE mention “The Chimes” when contacting advertisers.

mailto:course.anne@gmail.com
mailto:course.anne@gmail.com
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 GORSLEY NEWS (cont)

GORSLEY COVID SUPPORT GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE
A Facebook page has been set up to spread information and pictures as  well as
supprt for Gorsley during the current crisis. Visit to see what birds to expect in your
garden, pictures of pets and helpful information. Also, see more scarecrow
photographs.
Please also note that The Roadmaker is serving take-away food each evening from
5.30pm.
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FIRSTLY, A VERY BIG THANK YOU...
Marion Martin, editor of Lea Lines for 16
years, published her very last edition in
December and handed over the reins to
a new team.  Marion took on the role of
editor shortly after moving to the village
and determinedly produced just under

To include your Lea news in Chimes please contact the Lea sub-editors Gill Davis
(gilldavis55@hotmail.com/01989 750442) or Nicky Keef
(nicola.keef@linehouse.co.uk/07718 065946).  The deadline for June Chimes is
9th May 2020

MAKING MOMENTS AND MEMORIES COUNT
I’d like to get readers to participate in a memory game which works right across
the ages especially when under locked down rules. It’s simple and anyone can
join in. Let me explain.
About 25 years ago when both my parents and in-laws were alive and in good
health I gave them each a “Grand parents” book to write down their memoirs, so
that although great distances apart we could re-live times of great joy, sadness
and events  which we’d really never heard about as a family. This has proved
invaluable as they aged, especially as my Mother-in Law, Sybil now aged 93 has
advanced dementia.

Sybil began her book aged 80 and was still very involved in all aspects of life. She
found it difficult to start as there was so much buzzing around in her head to get
down on paper. So, we said to her, it doesn’t matter where you start, as we will
write it up on the computer so that chronological events can be amended
accordingly. That gave Sybil greater enthusiasm to begin. In fact, it created a new
lease of life, as she recollected fond memories and names of friends and relatives
we knew little about.

Sybil would send her latest writing to us by post and my late husband Roy would
transfer this onto the computer. In the last two years of his life (he died in 2012)
Roy used “Dragon Speak” to get text onto the computer. This is a simple voice
activated system, whereby speaking into a mike, words appeared on the screen
in front of him. For Roy, this was brilliant, as due to a genetic hereditary condition
his ability to use a keyboard was now beyond him.
About three years ago, Sybil decided without interference from us, that the time
was right to go into a care home, in her hometown of Ipswich where she had lived

 LEA  NEWS
Sub-Editors: Gill Davis & Nicky Keef

 01989 750 442 or 07718 065 946

gilldavis55@hotmail.com

nicola.keef@linehouse.co.uk

 PLEASE mention “The Chimes” when contacting advertisers.

mailto:gilldavis55@hotmail.com
mailto:gilldavis55@hotmail.com
mailto:nicola.keef@linehouse.co.uk
mailto:nicola.keef@linehouse.co.uk
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since moving back in 1991. (Her younger sister Brenda now aged 85 lives in
Ipswich too).

By the time Sybil took this decision, her memory was fading fast, but of course we
had the book which she had written. I have added photos both ancient and
modern to her stories, and this gave a wonderful illustration of the rich life she had
led, despite being very ordinary in her world. I gave a copy to the care home so
that they could fine tune activities with her likes, and ensure dislikes were
acknowledged.

Last year when Rene, the third sister in the family also developed dementia, I
gave a copy to her son to help him. There were so many instances that she
spoken about Rene and photos too, that it has given pleasure to them both that
they can reminisce together.

Slightly on a different note, my own parents found it difficult to begin such a
comprehensive diary. But with prompts in the Grandparent’s book it certainly gave
ideas for them just to add simple sentences. Headings such as

�� Favourite toy
�� Favourite places to visit
�� Memorable school events
�� Dislikes and likes
�� Wedding arrangements
�� First date
�� Holiday destinations
�� Employments
�� Best friends

There could be so much more, if you personalise ideas. In fact when my mother
passed away in 2002, I handed the book to her vicar, who although he had known
my Mum for around 10 years, knew very little about her life in London during the
war or anything prior to her moving to the Kent coast in 1990. This enabled the
vicar to speak far more personally about Mum during the service.

This is not supposed to be a morbid idea, but in reality understanding your fami-
lies’ past, enables you to discover the joy they found in simplistic things, which
until this current crisis many had totally ignored

 LEA NEWS (cont)
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FLOWERS OF THANKS

We’ve likely all seen the rainbows
decorating windows to show sup-
port for those that care for us, but
have you seen the ‘thank you’
wreaths starting to make an ap-
pearance too?  Flower arranging
clubs across our area and into
South Wales too have been mak-
ing beautiful front door wreaths
with ribbons of blue for the NHS
and green for hope!  Here is Mari-
on Martin’s wreath from the Lea.
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 LEA NEWS (cont)

One of the last events at Lea Church before the lock-down was the funeral of
Colin Lees. Colin was known by so many people because of his work with the
Scouts and the Gang Shows and his work over the years with other organisa-
tions, such as the Lea Residents where he was Treasurer for many years and
where I first got to know him. We send our sympathies to Colin's wife Barbara and
his family, he will be much missed. Please know you are in our thoughts and
prayers.
As we live in the very heart of farming country, our thanks and prayers are with
the many farmers in our midst who are all doing their best to keep the nation fed.
Please take care and keep safe.'
Marion Martin – St John the Baptist Church, Lea

LEA COMMUNITY VOLUNTARY SUPPORT GROUP
Hopefully by now everyone will be aware that a support group was set up very
quickly as soon as the lock-down was announced.
 A team, headed by Councillor Sylvia Nicholls, committed to ensuring that if any-
one was in need in the village, then we as a group would do all we could to en-
sure they got the help they needed.
The calls for help soon started to come in and everyone on the team has been
working hard to fulfil their commitment.  Not least has been the supply of grocery
essentials that have been made available for anyone finding it difficult to make
ends meet at the moment.  Whatever your need, please just ask. Any request will
be treated with care and in complete confidence. We are all too aware that many
people will find it difficult to seek help and we understand all the issues that will be
faced by our friends and neighbours whilst we all come to terms with the impact of
this terrible situation – but please remember - help is just a phone call or click of
the keyboard away.  Visit www.cvsg.org.uk or contact the team via:
Leanne Pogson
07821 786172 Email leanne@leaphr.co.uk
Susie Williams
07747 847317/01989 750873 Email mikesue.williams@btinternet.com
Sylvie Nicholls
07817 473813 Email sylvia.nicholls@btinternet.com

Please call between 9am and 1pm or between 5pm-6pm - this will help us to
make best use of the time and resources we have available.

OIL DELIVERIES
Please note that due to the current situation, oil prices are at an all time low, so
now is a very good time to stock up if possible.

mailto:sylvia.nicholls@btinternet.com
mailto:sylvia.nicholls@btinternet.com
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 LEA NEWS (cont).

GARDEN CENTRES
For those of us who are enjoying the sunshine and pottering in the garden it is
great to hear that some local garden centres have been able to establish contact
free deliveries. Check the website for details at The Fairview Gardener, Castrees
Garden Plants, Ross Garden Store (also selling food) and Leaf Creative Design.

NIGEL & GILL HAVE A VISITOR
We had a shock one day last week to see a cow strolling down our drive, past the
front door and on into the garden.   Nigel ,together with our neighbour Edward
eventually managed to herd it out and down the main road into the field.  When
the farmer arrived he was amazed - and so were we - that the cow had walked
here all the way from Huntley - best part of 5 miles, most definitely exceeding his
daily exercise allowance!

The photo shows the cow disappearing behind our monkey puzzle tree with
Nigel  in hot pursuit!!

The Saturday of the first week of each month, prior to publication is
our deadline for submitting copy, and is confirmed on the front cover.
If in doubt  please contact us, our details are in the heading of this
section.
PHOTOGRAPHS are very welcome to illustrate news reports and
should be a minimum of 300 dpi for the magazine or less for the
website. Events included in the Chimes will be limited to a 2-month
in advance cut-off. If beyond this please resend   Thank You
Gill and Nicky
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 LEA PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
A meeting of Lea Parish Council did take place on 1st April - all done by email and,
of course, without public participation. The meeting was arranged  by the chairman
as an emergency measure in view of the Covid-19 restrictions.

An agenda together with the minutes of the previous meeting were distributed by
email well in advance of the meeting with councillors being asked to reply by email
at around the date and time that a normal meeting would have been held.

Councillors agreed with the decision made by the chairman to defer many routine
matters for future consideration.
Details of the community action led by the parish council in setting up the Lea
Community Voluntary Support Group to assist parishioners were formally
announced including details of the website that had been set up www.cvsg.org.uk
offering a wealth of advice and assistance.

The important item of business dealt with was the approval of arrangements to settle
payments due by way of salary and payment and that of invoices due. In the past
such payments would have been by cheque approved and signed at a council
meeting and therefore not possible on this occasion. It was also agreed to allocate
a sum of money for use if needed to support the newly formed Lea Community
Voluntary Support Group.

It was agreed that the parish council would recruit its own police force! This by way
of the purchase of ‘Cut out Cops’ to place by the roadside now and again as a
reminder to drivers that there is a speed limit that they need to be aware of.
Just one planning application was considered with that proposal being supported
by all councillors.

A full record of the meeting can be found by visiting the Lea Parish Council website

In view of current social distancing requirements it has been decided to postpone
the Annual Parish Council Meeting until 27th  May rather than 6th  May. The
opportunity to hold this meeting virtually is being explored with full expectation that
this will be the wise solution.

An Annual Parish Meeting has to be held in May. It has been decided to hold this
meeting on 27th  May as well. Clearly the opportunity to hold a normal meeting is
uncertain and as such no physical meeting is planned. Rather written reports etc.
will be called for and collated by the Parish Clerk and made available to residents
- probably online. (A decision to hold a normal meeting on that date could be taken,
but only if is deemed safe to do so a couple of weeks beforehand.)
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When 99 year old Captain Tom Moore decided to raise funds for the NHS by walking
100 laps around his garden before his 100th  birthday, he could never have imagined
that it would catapult him in to the public imagination in such a way. He has now
recorded “You’ll Never Walk Alone” with Michael Ball and the NHS Voices of Care
Choir which looks set to be number 1 in the charts.
He has raised (as I write) almost £28 million  for the NHS, and with 100% of
proceeds from the record being donated to the NHS Charities Together will cer-
tainly increase  that amount substantially.
Born in Keighley, the retired army officer has received a letter of support form
Dame Vera Lynn, whom he saw perform when he was serving in Burma.
Royal Mail has received more than 25,000 birthday cards for him to date –
a figure sure to rise before April 30th,  his 100th birthday. In fact, so much mail is
being sent to him, that Royal Mail has given him his own sorting machine !
Well done, Captain Tom.

To Donate go to justgiving.com/tomwalksfornhs

 Captain Tom Moore
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 MEMORIES AND POETRY
A MEMORY OF GETTING THE MILK DELIVERED IN CHALLENGING TIMES
Having delivered the milk and papers to Lea, Bromsah, Linton and Weston-under-
Penyard between 1972 and 2014, I really admire the delivery people's efforts to make
sure there is food in the shops at this terrible time with the Corona virus pandemic.
My worst times on the round were winter times, especially if it snowed. 1982 was very
bad, cutting off villages, but with the help of local farmers clearing roads and taking
supplies of milk to collection points in the villages for me, this made sure people had
milk. Myself and my customers very much appreciated the help from the farmers in
getting supplies to them. It only goes to show if you pull together you can achieve
good results
Keep safe
Clive Weyman

POETRY READINGS WANTED
I am a journalist and author, and a couple of weeks ago I set up a project called
PoetryGeneration after my four year old son asked my mum to record a video of
herself reading the poem he likes her to read him, so he could watch it at home given
they cannot see each other due to coronavirus isolation.
Every day I upload a video of an older person in coronovirus isolation reading a poem
- my mum reading my songs favourite was the first one. The idea is to keep older
people visible in a positive light as well as create a free library of poetry for all to enjoy.
Here is the website - www.poetrygeneration.co.uk
We are also on Twitter (@poetryg2020) and Facebook, Instagram, and Youtube
(@poetrygeneration)
Most of our contributors are normal people but we have also had a few celebrities -
Sir Tony Robinson read one this week and before him we had the poets Ruth Padel
and Bernard O'Donoghue.
I am actively seeking new submissions and wondered whether you could forward
this to your members in case it is something to which they or their partner, relatives
or friends might be interested in contributing. All of the submission guidelines can
be found here  https://poetrygeneration.wordpress.com/about/
:Many thanks in advance,
Ellie Levenson

LINTON FESTIVAL POSTPONEMENT
After much consideration, regretfully we feel that, in light of the developing
Coronavirus pandemic, we have no option but to postpone the 20th  Linton Festival
that was scheduled for 3rd -5th  July 2020.  Full details of the announcement and
dates for 2021 can be found on the website and news page:
http://www.lintonfestival.org/category/news/

http://www.lintonfestival.org/category/news/
http://www.lintonfestival.org/category/news/
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 LINTON &
 BROMSASH

 NEWS
 Sub-Editor: John Lancaster

 01989 720 642

John.lancaster17@gmail.com
A LETTER FROM LINTON VILLAGE HALL -
Supporting and helping during the Coronavirus Pandemic

Dear Friends,

You will understand that we have had to close the Village Hall in the light of the
escalating COVID-19 pandemic. When we open again it will be in line with
Government recommendations.
We are all being asked to do what we can to slow the spread of the pandemic,
which includes social distancing and recommendations to particular groups to
self-isolate.
We are currently involved in working to help the self-isolating over 70’s and
those in particular need in Linton and Bromsash. Together with St Mary's
Church we have a put together a team of volunteers from the community who
have all offered their help in different ways, including shopping, dog walking,
phone contact and online child tuition, prescription collection and book donations
for our lending library. If you are over 70 and in need of help, or have need of
support due to self-isolation, please contact the Village Hall on 07811 012593 or
07974 484141 and we will do our best to help you.
In respect of support further afield, the Village Hall has been listed on the Parish
Council's website as the Linton Coronavirus Coordinator and, along with the
wider community, can offer and receive information, help and advice from our
neighbouring villages, Gorsley and Bromsash, and from Ross on Wye.
Linton Village Hall’s email newsletter is circulating to a far-reaching audience
with news, updates and much information, and carries the reminder that support
is available through the Village Hall.  Please sign up to receive this newsletter by
emailing LVH@LintonVillage.com or call 07811 012593 or 07974 484141.

If you need help or have any thoughts or ideas as to what else we might be able
to do to help us through this difficult time, then please call the Village Hall and
we will see what we can do.

 PLEASE mention “The Chimes” when contacting advertisers.
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 LINTON & BROMSASH NEWS (cont)

Please keep in touch with us via our website,
www.lintonvillage.com/aboutlvh/village-hall-news/ social media (LVH51 for
Instagram) and email newsletter. You will need to send us your email address to
receive this. We will endeavour to keep you informed of any news or useful
information about staying safe and well and also entertained during these
uncertain and difficult times.
If you have any queries, or wish to be added to the emailing list, please contact us
on 07974 48 41 41 or email us on LVH@lintonvillage.com.

Please stay safe and well, and we wish you and your families good health and
look forward to seeing you when the hall is open again.

100 CLUB
Each year, with a full 100 subscriptions, we raise £500 for the village hall funds
which is much appreciated by the committee who can, in turn, invest it in the hall
for the benefit of the village.  For further information please contact Denise on
720815.
April 2020 Winners

£100 70  Sandra Hampson £25  17  Joy Parker £10  83  Joyce Anderson
£5  90  Ken Gibson

A MESSAGE FROM LINTON WI
We have cancelled our April and May meetings, and will decide about further
cancellations as necessary.  In the meantime, we are still planning for our annual
lunch on August 9th  and are happy to take provisional bookings, no money
required until we are able to make a firm decision to go ahead.  Please contact
Mo Bolwell 01989 750874, or Jonquil Dodd 01989 750238.

THE LINTON TIMES
This publication, first released in late March, is only available online. It is being
produced fortnightly during the period of the coronavirus crisis. The Linton Times
is targeted at those who are living in self-isolation but will also be of interest to all
residents of Linton and Bromsash. The publication is designed to show readers a
photographic record of the local area as the seasons progress but will also con-
tain some more though provoking material. All are encouraged to submit their
own photos for publication in future editions.
If you would like to receive a copy, including any past issues, please forward your
email address to Roger Davies at rogerdavies1@sky.com.



35

 LINTON & BROMSASH NEWS (cont)

PETER ATTENBOROUGH  OBITUARY
When Peter died in March of pancreatic cancer just  9 days after diagnosis, the
news was greeted with shock and great sadness in Linton, where he and Sandy
had lived for 33 years, initially as a second home and then, following Peter’s
retirement, permanently until they moved to Ledbury in September 2017.
When they left the village, they were given a farewell party by the St. Mary’s PCC
and the village community not only in recognition of how fond the people of Linton
were of them but also to celebrate the enormous contribution they both made in
various ways to the community
.
On learning of his death, a former chairman of the Linton & District History
Society described Peter as a mixture between a country squire and a Rector, both
of which the village lacked in a literal sense. This is a tribute to his wisdom, his
diplomatic skills and his public spirit, which he demonstrated in manifold ways, as
Church Warden or Secretary to the PCC, as a member of the Committee of the
Linton & District History Society, as a willing pair of hands at most village events
or, on a personal level, as a compassionate listener ready to help someone
overcome a personal problem.

All the above are testament to his innate ability and to the wealth of experience
gathered in a distinguished career.
Following  his education at Christ’s Hospital in Horsham, which had been
formative in shaping his values in life, he read Classics at Cambridge before
embarking on a career as a schoolmaster, first at Uppingham, where he became
Head of Classics and later a Housemaster.  He was appointed as Headmaster of
Sedbergh, from where he moved to the headship at Charterhouse.
Ten years on he shocked the Common Room when he announced that he
thought that 11 years was long enough for a Head to be at one school and that he
was going to retire in a year’s time at the age of 55.

Retirement proved to be from school life only, as he was asked to take on running
the scholarship scheme for schools at the Rank Foundation very soon after
leaving Charterhouse, which he continued to do until the age of 69.
So he had enjoyed 12 years of actual retirement by the time he died, a period
which saw a lot of travel, be it to America and the Far East built around regular
visits to their daughter Charlotte in Australia.

Peter was a wonderful person and, in my case, also a great personal friend. He
leaves a great gap and our thoughts are with Sandy and Charlotte and James,
their children, at this time of loss and grief.

Ernst Zillekens
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 LINTON & BROMSASH NEWS (cont)

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S CHURCH
With churches closed, many clergy are finding new ways to connect with their
congregations.  Linton Church now has a weekly service every Sunday (using
Webex); and Evening Prayer every evening (Mon to Thurs on Zoom).
If you need help or information to join, or just want to chat, please contact Rev
David Howell 01989 568736 email:   revdavidhowell@btinternet.com

Evening Prayer:  5.30pm Monday to Thursday.  Through Zoom
,https://us04web.zoom.us/j/745267001

The Sunday Service will now be broadcast from The Rectory 10.30am.
https://ibm.webex.com/join/mike_nelson

There is also a Diocese Freephone Prayerline where you can listen to pre-
recorded prayers being read to you each week from Hereford Diocese. 0800
3047052.

Other churches are using Youtube, Facebook, Instagram, podcasts and live
streaming.  In fact, one Bristol vicar who live-streamed a service was amazed to
find he had followers from as far away as Brazil!
There are many services, prayers and meditations available online.  Why not take
some time to investigate a few.
For example:

�� In Ross-on-Wye, the team are making brilliant recorded services. which
have been watched by hundreds of people. It has lovely prerecorded
hymn singing.  Each singer wishing to take part is recording their part at
home, emailing it to the organist who edits it all together. The service also
includes readings, an address and prayers. This is an extremely impres-
sive effort and worth celebrating.  Just search out St Mary's, Ross-on-
Wye on Facebook.

�� The Church of England has launched a series of daily reflections for the
Easter Season which can be found at  churchofengland.org/easterpilgrim

�� Hereford Diocese Education team have launched a Facebook Page to
support people with resources, information and advice for home school-
ing and for teachers.

�� The Bible Society has made 3 special short films which were released
over the Easter Weekend to help people consider how the Bible can bring
comfort, wisdom and hope.  Just investigate biblesociety.org.uk.
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 LINTON & BROMSASH NEWS (cont)

 VoLT - Village of Linton Trust
We would like to thank Lin Forward for ‘re-blinging’ the post box and telephone box
which contains the defibrillator.

The Saturday of the first week of each month, prior to publication is our
deadline for submitting copy, and is confirmed on the front cover. If in
doubt  please contact me, my details are in the heading of this section.
PHOTOGRAPHS are very welcome to illustrate news reports and should
be a minimum of 300 dpi for the magazine or less for the website.
Events included in the Chimes will be limited to a 2-month in advance
cut-off. If beyond this please resend Thank You
John

The litter-pick continues even during lock down as Jack and Adam from Linton
use their daily exercise time to collect rubbish from the lanes around Linton.
Thank you.
.
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 LINTON & BROMSASH NEWS (cont)
THE ALMA INN - GROCERY BOX
Food Supplies are available to order through The Alma Inn, Linton.
To order Community Boxes, meat hampers or eggs, either message Gemma via Facebook,
or call the Alma on 01989 720 355.
All orders must be collected from the Alma.
Community boxes, as the picture,, are £20 and contain a list of set items.
Meat Hamper (from Hanks in Ross as below), £35
1lb plain or smoked bacon
6 pork steaks
1lb beefsteak mince
1lb prime beef steak
6 homemade pork sausages
6 local free range eggs
and a choice of  either 1 large chicken/ 1kg joint of pork/ or 1kg piece of beef
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 LINTON PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
(Covering Bromsash, Gorsley & Linton)

E-NEWS bulletins may be received if you complete the subscription form online or
contact the Clerk (email above) to be added to the list.
Complete Minutes and Agenda of all meetings are published on the Parish
Council website. www. lintonpc-herefordshire.gov.ukThe website is regularly
updated with news and information on the Coronavirus Emergency.  You will find
dedicated pages under the Home Page and look out for News Updates as well.  If
you wish to add anything just email the Clerk,pcclerk@lintonpc-
herefordshire.gov.uk  or post a letter to the address on page 41

MEETINGS
The Parish Council held its normal monthly meeting online in a video meeting on
the 6th April 2020.The agenda was a little less packed than usual as we wanted to
see how the format worked.   I am pleased to report that attendees, which
included Parishioners attending, all gave favourable feedback and we will
continue the format for the duration the emergency.  The Councillors look forward
to returning to normal face to face meetings in due course.
The Government passed emergency regulations which mean that video meetings
were legalised, that the Annual Parish Council meeting will be held later in the
year if possible or held over to May 2021 if necessary.  We will be preparing end
of year accounts, but audit arrangements are on hold and the regulations have
extended the deadlines for publication etc.  The Annual Parish meeting is not a
Council meeting and whilst normally called by them it is not a statutory
requirement and currently not legal under distancing rules.

PLANNING
There were five planning applications considered at the meeting, the Councillors
supported all but one.   If you visit the PC website you will find quick access to all
planning applications in the Parish: https://lintonpc-herefordshire.gov.uk/planning-
applications/.   Restrictions on movement mean that the Planning Department in
Hereford are not able to post the yellow Planning Notices and this will mean some
delay in processing new applications.

ALLOTMENTS
We were delighted that Mr Gove specifically sited working on Allotments as a
permissible activity under the isolation restrictions, provided the normal rules of
distance between people and careful cleanliness are adopted.
There is space at the Allotments and this is a perfect time to get going – so if you
feel inspired to get growing email or call the Clerk (07710 380 862) quick.   What
better way to spend this new-found available time and start growing for your
larder this summer?

Continued on page 41
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INDIAN FOOD AVAILABLE TUESDAY –SATURDAY
DELIVERIES FRIDAY & SATURDAY EVENINGS

THE FOOD HUB ARE DELIVERING TO THE OLD FORGE
EVERY FRIDAY
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LINTON PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
(Covering Bromsash, Gorsley & Linton)

Continued from page 39

NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
The draft NDP has now been approved by the Steering Group and the Parish
Council and the next step is submission to Herefordshire Council to go forward
towards Regulation 16 review.  The Parish Council most particularly thanked all
those who have worked so hard to produce a comprehensive and professional
document.

CLIMATE & ENVIRONMENT WORK GROUP
Prior to the lock down, the Climate Change Working Group was working hard on
putting together a series of talks/workshops on various climate related topics.
Rest assured we will dust off our plans and bring forward these sessions just as
soon as the Government says it is safe to do so.  In the meantime, look out for the
tips in the ‘Love our Planet’ section of the Chimes or the Linton Times.
Contact Adrian Newton if you are interested in helping Email:
adrian501newton@btinternet.com

COUNCILLORS
This is a busy and active Parish Council with a large and growing number of
households to represent.  Why not join and make sure that your views and
particular interests for the villages are represented.  To find out more, please
contact the Clerk or look on the website.

PRINTED INFORMATION
We know that not all Parishioners have access to the internet.  Please would
neighbours, family and friends help pass on information and let the Clerk know if
they would like printed copies of any of the information we publish online to be

sent by mail.  Please provide name and
address along with information required.
You can write to the Clerk at
Michaelchurch Cottage, St Owen’s Cross,
HR2 8LD.
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 UPTON BISHOP
 NEWS

 Sub-Editor:  Deb Long

 07901 896 537

 deborahlong850@gmail.com

CHURCH AND UPTON BISHOP NEWS
What a difference a month makes. By the time this reaches you, the picture may
be very different again. At the time of writing the sun is shining and Upton Bishop
is pulling together brilliantly to watch out for and support one another. We are
circulating helpful information on the website, on the Facebook page and other
social media as well as by e-mail. Although a lot of people do not have access to
electronic mail, I am sure that the relevant parts of these messages have been
getting out by telephone as well. The weekly church pew sheet is also being sent
out electronically. Please let me know if you would like to be added to the
distribution list-  oliviaboon7@gmail.com
Services are streamed online at 10.30 on Sundays and at 5.30 Mon-Thurs.

We were sad to learn of the death in March of Brenda Robbins. Brenda was a
Churchwarden whose experience and wisdom were much appreciated by her
successors, and she led the monthly Prayer Group until shortly before her death.
She was a committed bell ringer in Ross District and Tower Captain at Upton
Bishop.
She and Mary together updated the churchyard map, an invaluable document,
that had been initiated by the WI. She was a great supporter of church services
and events. All of us at Upton Bishop church extend our sympathy to Mary and
to Glenys and Sally.

Sadly, many of our planned events have been cancelled but instead we are
holding a Virtual Fete: until the virus is defeated there will be activities circulated
via the Chimes and social media to entertain you. We have a number of ideas
but would welcome your ideas too. Contact Olivia on 780321.

Here are May’s activities for the Virtual Fete:

ON LINE STORY COMPETITION
Two classes: Adults - 500 max words, Under 16 - 300 max words. We will
publish the winning entry online as a prize and make a file of Corona stories for
others to enjoy either on line or a hold-in-the-hand version to put in the church
later when the virus is defeated.

mailto:peter@pjfray.co.uk
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 UPTON BISHOP NEWS (Cont).

Deadline 1st August. E-mail your entries to jane.e.ayres@me.com. If you cannot
email, please post to Brynhyfryd, Phocle Green, HR97TW
PLEASE DO NOT DELIVER BY HAND

ALL AGES DRAWING COLOURING & CRAFT COMPETITIONS
Featuring please a Spring Flower theme for May. You will find lots of lovely
colouring on the Internet that you can download free. The photo of the winner's
entry will be submitted to Chimes. Deadline 25th  May.

PHOTO COMPETITION
Our pets and gardens are the theme, no humans please as the prize is to have
your photo used for the UB greetings cards 2020. Deadline 1st  July.
Please send in your entries for these competitions safely.
Email your photo to oliviaboon7@gmail.com or post to Endene, The Crews
HR97UE.

WEEKLY FRENCH & SPANISH CHALLENGES
For beginners, intermediate and more advanced linguists. See the website for
more details. There will be a themed French and Spanish night once we can all
be together again, to use our new language skills.

FOR KNITTERS & SEWERS
Use up your old scraps of wool and fabric and join us in making squares all
15cm x 15cm. Be creative with applique, embroidery, rainbows, flowers. We will
assemble them into a patchwork to display in the church, along with the new
tapestry kneelers that so many people have made in recent months, when we
can all get together again.

All entries are free. However, our normal Fete is a big fundraiser for the church
so if you would like to donate, you will automatically be included in the Upton
Bishop Thank You Draw.

How does this work?
Everyone who donates to church funds and gives his/her name/contact details
between now and 1st September will be allocated a number and entered into a
draw.
Will there be prizes? Yes, there will!

When and where will the draw be held? The draw will take place one way or
another on 1st  September.
How do I donate? You can donate electronically

�� by BACS: Upton Bishop PCC, Sort code 30-90-89, account no
37440160. Please ref your payment COMP and your initials or
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�� by joining the Parish Giving Scheme or
�� by sending a cheque made out to Upton Bishop PCC, to Peter Fanshawe

at Melrose, The Crews, UB, HR97UF.
��

We are advised not to use cash at the moment because of the virus.
Thank you for your generosity and good luck with the competitions!

SOCIAL AFTERNOON
We do hope we will be able to have our get together soon.
Looking forward to our next catch up. Keep well.

ROSS COMMUNITY LARDER
An update from the volunteers who man The Larder……..
70 individuals were served today at The Larder. We are now running very low on
some foods and have none of others. We urgently need UHT milk, baked beans,
tins of tomatoes, meat, custard, rice pudding, and packets of pasta. We would
also like toiletries, especially shampoo, conditioner and shower gel. Please help if
you can. We have collection points in Morrisons, Sainsbury's and the Co-op’
The message is, if you are still able to visit one of the above supermarkets over
the coming weeks, please do pop a few extras into your basket and drop them
into the Larder collection points.  Thank you so much.

200 CLUB
April Winners
£20 Sue Ashmole    £10 June Beavan      £5 Chris Clements

HEREFORDSHIRE WI
Herefordshire WI members have been asked to make items for hospital staff –
scrubs (clothes) and bags to put them in so that they can be safely taken home
and laundered.  Hereford Hospital needs 1,000 bags!  If you can sew, have some
suitable spare cotton / cotton mix material (an old sheet will do), and are willing to
help, please email Jonquil Dodd jdlinwi91@gmail.com for further information.

 UPTON BISHOP NEWS (Cont).

The Saturday of the first week of each month, prior to publication is
our deadline for submitting copy, and is confirmed on the front
cover. If in doubt  please contact me, my details are in the heading
of this section.
PHOTOGRAPHS are very welcome to illustrate news reports and
should be a minimum of 300 dpi for the magazine or less for the
website. Events included in the Chimes will be limited to a 2-month
in advance cut-off. If beyond this please resend  Thank You
Deb
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 HOME OWNERS DIRECTORY - 4
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 CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS - 1
ANIMAL CARE

CLIPNSTRIP DOG GROOMING.
I'm City and Guilds qualified to clip,handstrip (30yrs experience), bath, groom and nail trim
your dog to your requirements. Professional, relaxed salon in Kilcot. Collection and
delivery available. Fully insured. Call Jo: 07773 323 325 or 01989 720 291.

DOG'S-DELIGHT
Professional Canine Beautician in all breeds. Groomed, Shampooed, Hand stripped,
Clipped & Nail-trimmed.
Call Sharon on 01989 750 256, Tally-Ho, Bromsash.

HOUSE SITTING & CARE OF PETS & OTHER ANIMALS
Holiday without worry ! We are residents of Upton Crews and can look after your house
and animals whilst you are away.
Contact Peter or Elisabeth on 01989 780 414

CLEANING SERVICES
Avolution cleaning Services
Carpet and Upholstery cleaning, protection and pest control.
A member of National Carpet Cleaning Association.
Extraction and steam cleaning services.
Ring Chris 07500898146 or 01989 720459 for a quote.

CLEANIAN: Clearly the Cleanest
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning Specialist. Give your home a fresh look – Touch, See,
Smell & Feel the difference. Service throughout Gloucestershire & Herefordshire.
Call Ian Jones on 01531 566 012, or 08000 854 425 or 07831 332 226

THE OVEN & RANGE CLEANING COMPANY
Ovens, hobs, extractors, Agas, etc. Local, independent, professional. 100% biodegradable
and non-caustic products. Tidy, safe and efficient system.
Call 01989 750 121  or 07958 383 366; email info@ovenandrangecleaning.co.uk

HEALTH & BEAUTY
DEBORAH’S BEAUTY TREATMENTS
Massages, Waxing, Facials, Body Treatments, Manicures, Pedicures, Make-up. All in the
comfort of your own home. 10% off first treatment.
Mobile 07747 736 802 www.freewebs.com/deborahsbeautytreatments

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER DEBORAH CRONSHAW MCFHP MAFHP
Complete foot care in the convenience of your own home to help maintain healthy feet.
Treatments include removal of corns & calluses, nail trimming, reduction of thickened nails
& diabetic foot care. www.wyefootcare.co.uk ; 07821 540 925; 01989 770 893.

www.freewebs.com/deborahsbeautytreatments
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 CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS - 2
GARDENING SERVICES

ECOTECH TREE CARE
Professional tree care carried out by trained , experienced, and friendly staff. Public
Liability Insurance; Free quotes; Locally based. Speak to Rory Wakeman on
01989 770 372 / 07754 944 683. www.ecotechtreecare.co.uk
GARDENS SORTED: EXPERT DESIGN & RENOVATION, & GARDEN ROOMS.
30 years hard-won experience. Deep Veg beds to grand gazebos. Hard landscaping:
paths, decks and patios using locally sourced materials. Working closely with our clients
to realise your ideas. Felicity Evans 07866 777244 or Answer machine 01531 890332.
www.gardens-sorted.co.uk
MOLE CONTROL
Mole, wasps, rats, mice etc control
For a fast efficient service to control pests
Contact Chris Hyett On 07778 476 524 or email  chrishyett60@gmail.com
W.N.GOOCH
Garden & flail hedge-cutter, Pasture maintenance, Fruit tree pruning, Haymaking, Fencing,
Sheep shearing, Odd-jobbing. A friendly service with a smile.
Tel: 01989 720 350 Mobile: 07977 506 086.

PROPERTY SERVICES
CHIMNEY SWEEP / STOVE INSTALLER "GLENN THE CHIMNEY SWEEP"
GOMS & HETAS Registered, fully insured, power and traditional Sweeping, certificate
issued (for home insurance), smoke test with every sweep. Weddings attended (Lucky
Sweep). Free advice. www.glennthechimneysweep.co.uk Call: 07801 740 516.
HOUSE CLEARANCE
Wanted any antiques, furniture, architectural items, tools etc. Will buy anything from one
item to a house or garage full. Based locally so will respond quickly. Phone or message,
quick decision made. garymorris28.gm@gmail.com or phone 07961 479 126.
KEVIN BONEHILL
Carpentry & joinery. Property maintenance. Security fitments. Fitted kitchens &
bathrooms. Floor & wall tiling.
Call 01989 562 849 or mobile: 07711 213 059. kevinbonehill@gmail.com
NEWENT SKIPS
Fast friendly service. 1 Yard, 2 Yard or 4 Yard skips. Sand, gravel and top soil also delivered.
Monday – Saturday 7.30 am – 5.30 pm. No VAT. Ring 07817 649 650.

PAINTER & DECORATOR
For all your decorating needs, interior and exterior.
Phone Brian Colwell on 01989 567 082.
FOR ALL YOUR  DECORATING REQUIREMENTS
Contact James on 07926508774.
Reliable and professional service, no job too small.

www.ecotechtreecare.co.uk
www.ecotechtreecare.co.uk
www.gardens-sorted.co.uk
www.gardens-sorted.co.uk
mailto:chrishyett60@gmail.com
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Views from Upton Bishop
by Pam Steadman

From the ploughed earth, to meadows green
Fields that glow….

Wild flowers grow between hedges that criss cross down to the valley,
Where the stream winds and flows its way through.

Sheep and cows graze on its banks…..
As the red kite flies against the blue sky climbing higher and higher,

You still hear its call echoing.

Crows fly up from the trees on the hill,
Gathering together…

Ducking and diving across the sky, like a mob.

Swallows and swifts come and go, to warmer climes,

Leaves fall before the cold spell calls….
Wind, rain and snow, upon the earth.
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A REFLECTION FOR OUR TIMES

It is a thing of delight to be living in Linton or Bromsash in this time of The
Greening. When the new shoots and buds and blossoms give us hope of better
times. So we have the almost infinite variety of the natural world with a it’s
seasonal colours always at our doorsteps, spring freshness, summer flowers,
autumn's mellow fruitfulness and winter's monochrome.  And then there are the
sounds - the cawing of rooks as they nest and settle in the high trees, the cry of
the owl at night, the song of the blackbird, the chatter of garden birds all with their
places in the pecking order. And then there is the red kite wheeling overhead
supported by the air currents that are shaped by our hills and valleys, and the
squirrels that search for the food caches they had made as insurance for the
leaner times, and the bats that wheel at night chasing their food and then nesting
in their belfries and whispering to their young.

So let us remind ourselves of those past times when we could meander to the
Alma. When we could stroll along the lanes of Linton and Bromsash to our own
little lakeland down in the valley. When we could follow the Ridge looking over
Stanley Spencer fields to the distant Malvern Hills. When we could gather in the
Village Hall with its cornucopia of events that bring delight and foster our feelings
that we really are a village. When once more we can hear distant music, getting
louder as we gather at the field of musical dreams behind the village inn. And at
its heart is the mediaeval Church of St Mary with its Saxon roots and its  familiar
spire that can be seen from every corner. A spire that tells those returning home
to Linton or Bromsash they will soon be at their own front door.  And in its shadow
the ancient yew that may predate the birth of Christ that has lived through our
village's and our county's and our country's chequered history.

Perhaps we can also visit that green and pleasant land of the imagination. We
cannot go anywhere.  We are entrapped but not in our imaginations. Is this a time
to draw on our memories and to paint pictures in our heads?  To think of the
places we love. For me it is places like the ineffable Black Rock in the Lleyn;
magical Grasmere of the golden daffodils; daffodils too in Rosedale Yorkshire;
the stepping stones at Bolton Abbey; the Golden Valley; Lindisfarne; Ynys Mon -
the place with that most beautiful of coasts - a verdant island surrounded by a
golden picture frame. We all have our own lists. And then there are the people
linked to those places and the more these places come to mind the more the lists
lengthen. We live in an island of extraordinary beauty - a green and beautiful land
set in a silver sea. And it is at times like this that we may wish to revisit those
places of memory.

John Lancaster



54
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An independent magazine financed by advertisements and donations,
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www.thechimes.org.uk
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