
 

 

Historical Aspects of the 

Summer. 

 

JULY 

 
The first official full month of summer which does not always live up to expectations, 

sometimes far wetter than June, but whatever the weather it is Summer! 

 

It was on the first day of July, 1908 that the distress signal of “Save our souls” more 

commonly referred to as “SOS” was adopted, much later than many of you may have 

thought. Some 29 years later on the 1st. July, 1937 the General Post Office established an 

emergency telephone arrangement for seeking the assistance of either of the ambulance 

service, the fire brigade or police by dialling 999 and stating which service is required. No 

doubt if telephones had been more widely installed in homes the systems would have been 

introduced sooner.  

 

By way of introduction to the next subject it seems entirely appropriate to illustrate the 

Scarlet Pimpernel Fairy by Cicely Mary Barker with its obvious connection to the books  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

by Baroness Orcy describing the adventures of the fictitious character Sir Percy Blakeney 

alias the Scarlett Pimpernel. First launched as a play on the 5th January, 1905, with a little 

modification it became extremely successful at the New Theatre St. Martin’s Lane,   

London, W.C. running to 2,000 performances it was the play to see at the time.  The book 



which is now more widely known was published in 1907, telling of the exploits of the 

Scarlett Pimpernel in rescuing those about to be executed in France during the Terror.  

However Charlotte was very much a part of what actually happened during those dreadful 

times.   

 

The Hungarian authoress Baroness Emmuska Orczy. 

 

 



 

 

What Charlotte did.   

She committed murder and was executed.  Not quite the whole story. Charlotte was born 

Marie Charlotte de Corday, the daughter of a French aristocrat of the nobility of the sword, 

the highest noble rank on the 27th July, 1768, so you may be thinking she was one of the 

extremely wealthy at the royal court and in a fit of rage killed a servant.  Not so.  The de 

Corday family of Charlotte was one of a great many in France during the Ancient Regime 

who could trace their noble ancestry from the 11th century, in fact the Corday family had 

been noble since 1077 but whilst they enjoyed certain privileges, e.g. they were exempt 

from taxation, the gentlemen could wear britches, carry a sword and have the local 

peasants silence the frogs during their wife’s confinement for child birth to mention just a 

few, nevertheless lived in extreme poverty with very little income    To understand the 

French Revolution of 1789 it is important to fully understand the fabric of France during 

the closing stages of the Ancient Regime, not just the potted version produced for popular 

mass consumption.  France was not in dire economic strains because of the extravagance 

of the Queen and the entire French Court.  During the Seven Years War of 1756 to 1763 

France had lost and we had gained various West Indian Islands valuable for sugar 

production, Canada with its lucrative fur trade but also their hold on Pondicherry and 

prestige in India.  Partly for revenge but also in the hope of recovering Canada France had 

provided massive military and naval support to the rebellious American Colonists during 

their war against us to attain independence.  So great was the support that it represented at 

least 50% of the Continental Army and more than 50% of the naval forces with which we 

were engaged.  But the United States are very selective with their memory of historical 

events and once peace had been attained happily waved good bye to the French and 

declined to compensate France for the expense of winning the war for them contrary to the 

initial arrangement.  The vast expense crippled the French ecomomy. To add to the woes, 

on the 15th August, 1785 news of the scandal of the Queen’s Necklace became public 

knowledge which dramatically increased the unpopularity of Marie Antoinette, condemned 

as much for being Austrian of the Imperial House of Habsburg as for her expenditure.  To 

try to rectify the position a programme of massive cost savings was commenced, to little 

avail.  It is likely that the tidal wave which engulfed France and later the whole of 

continental Europe on the 14th July, 1789 was caused more by lack of direction and 

governance at the centre than the Queen’s extravagance, and not by food shortages, the 

harvests had been very good.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Corday family home at San Saturin des Ligneries circa 1910. 



 

There were two other factors which undermined the Royal French Government, namely 

the publication, initially in 1766 but with later editions of the Encyclopédie which not only 

made information freely available to all who could read, but also questioned many hitherto 

accepted beliefs; and secondly the provision of higher education for all, subject to entrance 

examination.  The latter led to young men with good educations who scorned trade and 

agriculture but found that positions in the civil service were reserved for the sons of 

aristocrats, thus leading to great discontent.  The French Government were probable ahead 

of their time as the change of attitude and greater commercial, industrial and imperial  

opportunities provided by the 1830’s would see multiple lucrative employment 

opportunities for educated young gentlemen.  However, in 1789 it was these classically 

educated young gentlemen who instigated the revolution not the hard-up and depressed 

poor; only to be swept aside and eliminated by the dregs of the parisien gutters.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frontispiece of the 1772 edition of the Encyclopédie by Charles Nicolas Cochin. 

 

To return to our main subject Charlotte de Corday, she was born at Saint Saturin des 

Ligneries and despite the family poverty could place a Count’s Coronet above her coat of 

arms. The Continental noble rank of Count or Comt in France is the equivalent of an Earl 

here in Great Britain. In 1782 after the death of her mother her father arranged for 

Charlotte to be admitted to the Abbaye aux Dames in Caen not as a novice nun but to joint 

four other young ladies to study, a sort of boarding finishing school.  The Convent which 

included the church of the Holy Trinity had been established on an edifice overlooking the 

town by Duke William of Normandy now also King William 1st of England both to 

provide a tomb for his Queen Matilda of Flanders and to atone for her sins.  There is a 

similar Abbey on another edifice on the opposite side of the town, the Abbaye aux 

Hommes which is William’s last resting place and to atone for his sins.  The beautiful 

Matilda of Flanders was pursued by Duke William but her father refused to allow their 

marriage expecting a better match for his daughter.  William was then only a duke and of 

illegitimate birth, but William not to be put off beat Matilda, then raped her and abducted 

her.  Matilda declared that she would not marry any other, and no doubt realising that his 

daughter was now thoroughly shop soiled consented to their marriage.  The marriage was 

however contrary to papal law in that they were third cousins so there was much to atone 

for.  Prayers were said for the headstrong queen every day from her death on 2nd 

November, 1083 in Charlotte’s time, and there was an endowment for the education board 

and lodging of five young ladies of the town from impoverished noble families which is 



how Charlotte came to be at the Abbey where she stayed for six years from 1782. Whilst at 

the Abbaye she studied philosophy including the works of Francois Marie Arouet known 

as Voltaire, Corneille and Jean Jacques Rousseau who published his “Contrat Social” and 

wrote that “Terror without virtue is bloody – Virtue without terror is powerless.”  The 

revolution of 1789, heralded with such enthusiasm by many with deputies forming the 

Constitutional Assembly composed of a mixture of political ideas including constitutional 

monarchists all these high and grand ideals were not to last.  The deputies formed separate 

groups with their own agenda, and it was not long before the group with the most violent 

agenda came to dominate, only to be forcefully replaced by a yet more terror minded 

group prepared to resort to any means to gain control. In Caen on the 11th August, 1789 a 

large sector of the population, wishing to celebrate the revolution built a large obelisk.  

The second in command of the garrison regiment made no secret of his hostility to the 

revolutionaries and a rumour circulated that he planned to burn the town to the ground.  

Although it was no more than a malicious story it was believed and he was requested to 

explain himself before the civic authorities at the Hotel de Ville.  Unfortunately he 

proceeded there without a military escort, was surrounded by a vicious mob who mortally 

wounded him, whereupon a woman in the crowd ripped out his still beating heart and eat it 

thus confirming his murder.  This was Henri de Belzunce the cousin of Alexandrine de 

Forbin, Charlotte’s closest friend at the Abbaye. 

Charlotte was supportive initially of the ideals of the revolutionaries of 1789 as were many 

of the minor and impoverished rural aristocracy, but their enthusiasm waned when the 

original deputies were replaced by the increasingly savage and hostile forces and their few 

privileges were removed.  Charlotte, with her idealism inspired by the philosophers of 

ancient Greece and Rome, who she studied avidly in the years before 1789 supported the 

Gironodins who were equally idealistic.  They believed that they were recreating the Rome 

of the pre Imperial age, the Roman Republic of Cicero. Horace and Virgil which had 

existed from 509 BC to 27 BC, they had their hair cut in the style of those times, wore 

togas in the Assembly and in true ancient roman style referred to “the gods” and not 

“God”.  Unfortunately in the years following 1789 France was beset by civil unrest and 

gangs of armed bandits roamed the country viciously burning, pillaging and raping with 

complete disregard for the unfortunates they were intimidating.  In these circumstances the 

land was neglected and very soon food of any type was in desperately short supply.  The 

people of Paris and elsewhere became less interested in the Gironodins grand speeches and 

gestures and far more interested in something to eat. To add to this chaos a young lawyer 

from Arras, one Maximilien Robespierre, a member of the Constituent Assembly was one 

of those who claimed that the Assembly had completed its work and on the 16 to 18 May, 

1791 when the elections began, Robespierre proposed and carried the motion that no 

deputy who sat in the Constituent assembly could sit in the succeeding Legislative 

assembly. The principal tactical purpose of this self-denying ordinance was to block the 

ambitions of the old leaders of the Jacobins, Antoine Barnave, Adrien Duport, and 

Alexandre de Lameth, aspiring to create a constitutional monarchy roughly similar to that 

of Great Britain. But as elections were far from secret it enabled large numbers of rough 

uneducated villains to be elected who thought very little and were easily manipulated. The 

new Assembly was thus largely composed of the Gironodins, who having been on the left 

politically now became the right, a few constitutional monarchists, the Jacobin deputies to 

the left and the hard core blood thirsty rag tag and bobtail known as the mountain led by 

Jean Paul Marat, the self appointed leader of the Jacobin Club.  Marat effectively 

controlled the Legislative Assembly, a stinking raged sewer rat, covered in soars, perhaps 

dermatitis herpetiformi, with a terrible temper and murderous look in his eye, so bad that 

even his supporters a gang of cutthroat, thieves and general hooligans kept their distance. 

From their seats in the Assembly towering above the other deputies they kept up a barrage 

of jeers, mockery and general disturbance to interrupt all speakers other than those of the 

Jacobin Club.  The Gironodins now found themselves viewed as dangerous reactionaries 

and came to regret the legal devise they had created whereby anyone accused of anti 

revolutionary conspiracy was considered to have concealed the evidence of their “crime” 

so that as evidence could not be identified the mere accusation became sufficient to secure 

conviction and a date with madam guillotine. 



 

The massacre of 35 women at the Salpetriere Hospital in Paris in 

September, 1792. 

From the 2nd to the 6th September, 1792, instigated by Murat, a vile mob gained access to 

numerous prisons and proceeded to butcher the inmates, most of whom were entirely 

innocent of any crime other than having displeased the real criminals who composed the 

mob.  This event became known as the Prison or September Massacres and many of the 

victims were members or supporters of the Gironodins convicted on the word only of some 

fishwife, whore or slut. These events were well publicised and Charlotte, now living in one 

ground floor room in her aunt’s house in Caen, a room with a small window overlooking a 

yard, brick floor, a single bed and chest of draws and no heating was freezing cold in 

winter to airless in summer, would have been well informed of the difficulties the 

Gironodins were having and the extreme danger they were now facing.  She must have 

thought for some time and considered what action she could take to remove the danger. 

What little remained of unity within the political parties, and there was precious little, was 

totally destroyed on the 2nd June, 1793 when a vile mob of sewer rates, led by Marat’s 

“General” the ex valet Francois Hanriot invaded the Assembly Chamber at Marat’s 

instigation whereupon with the backing of this crowd of ruffians Marat demanded the 

eviction of the Gironodins who were ignominiously removed from the Assembly, followed 

by house arrest then imprisonment and death within four months.  Those of their number 

who escaped were hunted down with bloodhounds in the caves of Normandy, Brittany and 

the Gironde. However some of the Gironodins did manage to escape, and one such 

successful now ex Member was Jean Denis Lanjuinais who made his way to Caen in the 

hope of raising an armed response to march on Paris and restore civilised government. 

Charlotte’s period of quandary was now over, and somewhat naively as it transpired, 

resolved to remove Jean Paul Marat, the vile creature who had caused the downfall of the 

Gironodins. 

 

 



 

The death of Princess de Lamballe in September, 1792 by Leon Maxime Faivre, 1908. 

(She was murdered during the September Massacres) 

On the 10th July, 1793 Charlotte travelled by public coach from Caen to Paris arriving on 

the 11th where she lodged at the small Hotel de la Providence in cul-de-sac St. Pierre, later 

renamed 14, rue Herold, but recently demolished, by 1902. With the assistance of 

supporters of the Gironodins in Paris she was able to locate the lodging place of Marat and 

on the 13th July Charlotte rose early at 6 am and made her way to the Palais Royal where at 

that time there were many boutiques selling a great variety of useful goods, and after 

waiting for the shops to open she entered at 7 am the premises of M. Badin and purchased 

a kitchen knife with an ebony handle and a six inch blade for the sum of two francs. She  

initially intended to kill Marat before the entire Assembly of the National Convention in 

order to make an example of him, but upon arriving in Paris she had discovered that Marat 

no longer attended meetings because his health was deteriorating due to a skin disorder, 

diagnosed at the time as scrofula now thought to possibly have been  dermatitis 

herpetiformis. Abandoning her original plan Charlotte called at the apartment where Marat 

lived with his common law wife Simonne Evrard shortly before noon claiming to have 

knowledge of a planned Girondist uprising in Caen but she was  turned away by Catherine 

Evrard, the sister of Simonne. 

That evening she returned and was admitted it being the time that Marat conducted most of 

his affairs seated in a bathtub which provided the only relief of his skin condition. Jean 

Paul Marat wrote down the names of the Girondins as dictated by Charlotte and while 

distracted she withdrew the kitchen knife and plunged it into his chest. He just had time to 

called out “Aidez-moi, ma chère amie! “ ("Help me, my dear friend!"), before he died.  

In response to Marat's dying shout, Simonne Evrard rushed into the room to be joined by a 

distributor of the newspaper Marat published, l’Ami de Peuple or The People’s Friend, 

who seized Charlotte. Meanwhile two neighbours, a military surgeon and a dentist, 

attempted to revive Marat. Charlotte was held captive until Republican officials arrived to 

interrogate her and to calm the hysterical crowd who seemed about to lynch her. 

   

 



 

 

The often reproduced painting by Jacques Louis David “The Death of Marat” 

painted in 1793.  The artist was a member of the National Convention and 

sympathetic towards the Revolution and the Revolutionaries dream of recreating the 

Ancient Republic of Rome.  The original can be seen in the Royal Museum of Fine 

Arts of Belgium in Brussels.  

 

A similar picture was also produced in 1793 by the contempory French artist Guillaume 

Joseph Roques.  Just like Jacques Louis David he managed to survive both the Revolution 

and the First Empire of Napoleon Bonaparte and lived until December, 1847. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

La mort de Marat by Guillaume Joseph Roques, 1793. 

At the time Charlotte Corday was viewed as the arch villain, the evil murderess who had 

robbed them of their dear departed brother and hero of the Revolution. However by the 

1860’s if not earlier the mood had changed entirely and Marat was depicted as the evil 

monster and instigator of thousands of murders whilst Charlotte became almost a second 

Joan of Arc.  It was in these changed times that the following painting of the death of the 

monster was painted, and also during the Second Empire. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

l’Assassinat de Marat sur Charlotte Corday by Paul Jacques Aime Baudry, 1860. 

 



 

Charlotte chose the comte de Pontécoutant to represent her at the forthcoming trail, but as 

he was shifting his quarters every night for fear of arrest Antoine Quentin Fouquier 

Tinville’s letter informing him of her choice failed to reach him and she died thinking he 

had deserted her.  Her very last act was to write a reproachful letter to him and she asked 

the executioner to wait while she finished the letter. The trial lasted four days during which 

she was continuously questioned to reveal her accomplices, but as there were none no 

matter how many times she was asked the answer was always the same.  She was 

condemned to death, the execution to be carried out on the 17th July, 1793. During the trial 

Jean Jacques Hauer an artist and National Guard officer for the Theatre Francais drafted 

her portrait and after she returned to the prison cell she asked the janitor to allow him to 

enter and complete the work. M. Hauer was allowed to enter and Charlotte thanked him for 

the interest he took in her fate and posed serenely for him to complete the picture. 

 

Portrait of Charlotte de Corday by Jean Jacques Hauer painted 17th July, 1793. 

 



 

There are other later portrayals of the events before execution, the following by Julian 

Story depicts her wearing the red over shirt required by the revolutionaries, whilst the 

following by Michelena Arturo illustrates Charlotte being led out of the cell with the artist 

Jean Jacques Hauer standing to the right having completed the portrait and with the 

executioner carrying the red over shirt which will be put of Charlotte before the Guillotine. 

She is now more aristocratically dressed as befits her noble status.     

 

 

Charlotte de Corday by Julian Story, 1882. 

 

 

 



 

 

Charlotte de Corday being led to her death by Michelena Arturo. 

Among the papers preserved by M. Fouquier Tinville is a letter addressed by Sergeant 

Marceau dated 18th July, 1793 to Hermann president of the Revolutionary Tribunal 

respecting the execution of Charlotte Corday in which he states “I did not see this horror 

(referring to the executioner slapping Charlotte’s face) but as soon as I heard of it I wrote 

to the president of the tribunal, Hermand to ask that at next day’s sitting the executioner 

might be subject to a severe and public punishment for this crime against humanity. The 

judge thought as I did, and the man was imprisoned.  This and further details were 

published in 1889 entitled “Reminiscences of a Regicide” by Mrs Simpson.  

The execution was carried out in the Place d’Hôtel de Ville opposite the Louvre, and the 

guillotine was later transferred to the Place de Concord for the execution of Maximilien 

Robespierre so more people could watch which would finally bring the Terror to an end. 

In 1847 the author Alphonse de Lamartine bequeathed Charlotte de Corday the 

posthumous nickname l'ange de l'assassinat (the Angel of Assassination). 

It is unfortunate that Charlotte was not the first or the last to forlornly hope that by 

removing the perpetuator of misery that some form of normality would be restored, and 

that by sacrificing her own life she would save thousands of others. It was not to be, and at 

the time she died in vain. The reign of terror continued unabated and if anything far more 

deadly.  There were revolts against the terrorists in the Vendee, Bordeaux and elsewhere 

which were put down with ferocious determination.  Mobile guillotines were employed, 

whilst in Nantes those suspected of anti Jacobin sentiment were condemned to a marriage 

a la revolution which often involved couples unknown to each other being forced to knell 

facing each other having been previously stripped naked bound together in rows or groups 

across a meadow.  Field guns loaded with grape shot were then discharged to complete the 

murder en mass.  This is in addition to the method adopted at Bordeaux of cramming holed 

barges with victims, battening down the hatches so they drowned with no escape as the 

tide rose. Just two of the horrors inflicted on the population by the terrorists and given the 

smaller populations at the time proportionately just as lethal as the National Socialist 



regime over a century later. The following engraving of the painting by Pavel 

Alexandrovich Svedomsky illustrates the desperate state of affairs in Paris during the 

terror when food was not being produced on farms except for local consumption and Paris 

starved.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paris under the reign of terror: a vain appeal. 

One of the Gironodins political aspirations was the establishment of a confederate France, 

that is, with a fair degree of local autonomy much as we may refer to now as devolved 

government; whereas their enemies the Jacobins were intent of maintaining and 

strengthening central control.  The resultant terror resulted in the very centralised 

administration of France today where even a application for a garden shed has to be 

referred to Paris for approval.  There was a partly similar clash of politics in North 

America with the war between the Confederacy and Federal Government in the 1860’s, 

and more recently as explicitly detailed by Ambrose Evans Pritchard in the Daily 

Telegraph of the 3rd July, 2021, the quasi federal European Union created by the Lisbon 

Treaty produced similar central control quite different from the confederate style free trade 

zone of the European Economic Community we thought we voted for in the 1970’s, hence 

Brexit.  

Potatoes. 

Do you believe that potatoes were first discovered by Sir Walter Raleigh?  If so you will 

be only partly correct. The potato was probably first discovered by Spanish explorers in 

Patagonia in 1557, but were brought to our shores from the New Found Land of Virginia 

by either Sir Francis Drake or Sir Thomas Herriot on the 28th July, 1586. The latter was an 

employee of Sir Walter Raleigh.  It is therefore only right that Sir Walter should have the 

credit, and they first came here in July.  



  

 

Euston Railway Station. 

This, July, is also the month when many railway companies were established, in Great 

Britain possibly arising from a desire on the part of Parliament to finalise outstanding 

business before the summer recess, and so on the 27th July, 1846 the London, Brighton and 

South Coast Railway was granted an Act of Parliament to commence operations. 

An earlier event was the opening of the first mainline railway station in London to connect 

between major cities.  Opened on the 20th July, 1837 exactly one month after Queen 

Victoria’s accession to the throne by the London and Birmingham Railway (L & B R), it is 

not only the oldest major railway station but was possibly one of the grandest. The original 

proposal to construct a railway from London to Birmingham dates from 1823, and the “L 

& B R” commence operating in 1833, and would continue until 1845 when the London & 

North Western Railway Company was formed on 16 July 1846 by the amalgamation of the 

Grand Junction Railway, London and Birmingham Railway and the Manchester and 

Birmingham Railway, a move prompted, in part, by the Great Western Railway’s plans to 

construct a railway north from Oxford to Birmingham. Euston Station was the head office 

of the railway, and an attempt to obstruct rival railway companies from diminishing the “L 

& N W R’s” lucrative traffic from the Midlands to London during the Great Exhibition of 

1851 by an alliance with both the Midland Railway and the Manchester, Sheffield and 

Lincolnshire Railway (M S & L R) to prevent the Great Northern Railway gaining access 

to Manchester came to be known as the Euston Square Confederacy.  

The Great Northern Railway’s London terminus at Kings Cross did not open until 1852, 

whilst the “M S & L R”, which the wits of the day daubed the Money Sunk and Lost 

Railway became the Great Central Railway in the 1890’s constructing the last major 

railway to London with their terminus at Marylebone Railway Station. 

The “L & N W R” and their predecessor the “L & B R” built in a truly magnificent style as 

illustration below.  . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

London & Birmingham Railway.                           London & North Western Railway. 

 



 

 

      

 

 

Euston Railway Station in the days of the London & Birmingham Railway. 

 

 

 

 

 

The same Doric Arch of Euston Railway Station in 1896. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Doric Arch featured in a poster advertisement of the 1920’s. 

 



 

 

Euston Station in 1837.  Note the absence of locomotives, this is because the gradient up 

Camden Bank was too steep, and stationery steam power was employed to haul trains of 

carriages to Chalk Farm where locomotives could be coupled to continue the journey 

northwards.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Great Hall of Euston Station in 1905. Built in 1849 it remained intact until the 

disastrous rebuilding in the late 1960’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Hall in the early 1960’s.  Designed and built as a double cube, the most perfect 

of architectural designs it provided a comfortable passenger’s waiting room with director’s 

offices on the floor accessed via the grand staircase. A truly magnificent building 

deliberately destroyed in the name of brutal and soul deadening progress.  It is small 

wonder that today, after some sixty years of “progress” that there is so much selfishness, 

general disinterest and vandalism when so much of real beauty has been removed from 

every day experience.  To quote the words of Jesus, “man does not live by bread alone”.  

 

 

King of Mercia. 

King Offa of Mercia, the monarch who very nearly became the first king of England, after 

defeating the rival claimant to the throne of Mercia, was able to take advantage of 

instability in the kingdom of Kent to dominate and control not just Mercia but also most of 

southern England including East Anglia, Sussex and Wessex. His reign commenced in 757 

and continued until his death on the 29th July, 796, a kingship of thirty nine years was 

exceptional in the eighth century.  The consolidation of power and control extended south 

of a line from the Mersey to the Humber excluding only Cornwall and Wales, and 

following his demise he was buried in Bedford.  He did not however leave a legacy leading 

to the creation of the future kingdom of England, being only interested in the brutal 

exercise of power, acquisition and wealth.  

Offa was frequently in conflict with the various Welsh kingdoms. There was a battle 

between the Mercians and the Welsh at Hereford in 760, and Offa is recorded as 

campaigning against the Welsh in 778, 784 and 796 in the tenth-century “Annales 

Cambriae.”  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

 

Offa's Dyke, near Knill, Herefordshire. 

Today he is remembered for the construction of Offa’s Dyke, a form of great wall of 

Mercia built to contain marauding armies of Welshmen intent of rape and pillage of the 

more productive lands of the closest English counties.  Although  the dyke was believed to 

ran "from sea to sea", it is now thought that the original structure only covered about two-

thirds of the length of the frontier from near Llanfynydd in the north some five miles from 

the coast to Rushock Hill, near Kington in Herefordshire, in the south less than fifty miles 

from the Bristol Channel.  

 

 

    Offa, King of Mercia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Boyne. 

The Battle of the Boyne, that much celebrated event by the people of Ulster, unless they 

attend Mass, has been the cause or excuse for scenes of civil unrest in Northern Ireland 

about:blank


since the engagement near Drogheda on the 1st July, 1690 between the combined Dutch 

and British forces commanded by King William III, and the mixed French, Irish and 

Scottish army of the deposed King James II.  

William of Orange, King William III of England, Scotland and Ireland, Stadtholder in the 

Netherlands, embarked from Hoylake in Cheshire and landing at Carrickfergus, in the 

County of  Antrim on the 14 June, 1690 he promptly marched south, intending to capture 

Dublin.   James selected the southern bank of the River Boyne near Drogheda to block 

William’s route to Dublin which is about 30 miles to the south. William’s army arrived at 

the river on the 29th June.  

The object of the battle was therefore to block William’s progress towards Dublin on 

James’s part, whilst for William he found a Jacobite army opposing his march and the 

battle itself centred on a ford which gave access to the road south. As a diversionary tactic, 

William sent about a quarter of his army under the cover of the morning mist to cross the 

river at Roughgrange to the west. Separately, the Duke of Schomberg's son, Meinhardt, led 

this crossing, which a small force of Irish dragoons in picquet commanded by Neil O'Neill 

unsuccessfully opposed.  James, who was an inexperienced general, thought that he might 

be outflanked by William’s diversion and sent a large part of his army, including his best 

French troops along with most of his artillery, to counter this move. What neither side 

realised was that there was a deep, swampy ravine at Roughgrange which prevented either 

side engaging each other and thus did not take part in the action.  

At the main ford near Oldbridge, William's infantry, led by his elate Dutch Blue Guards, 

forced a crossing with their superior firepower and slowly drove back the Jacobite foot, but 

were pinned down when attacked by cavalry commanded by James II's son James 

FitzJames, 1st Duke of Berwick’s counter-attack. However having secured the village of 

Oldbridge William’s foot soldiers held off successive Jacobite Irish cavalry with 

disciplined volley fire until forced to retreat across the river, with the exception of the Blue 

Guards. William's second-in-command, the Duke of Schomberg, and George Walker were 

killed during this phase of the battle. William’s forces resumed their advance once their 

horse had crossed the river and, after being badly mauled, particularly the Huguenots who 

managed to hold off the Jacobite cavalry. William’s cavalry retired and regrouped at 

Donore, where they once again put up stiff resistance before retiring.  

When the Jacobites retired in good order William had a chance to trap them as they 

retreated across the River Nanny at Duleek which was prevented by a successful rear-

guard action. From William’s Dutch secretary Constantijn Huygens we have an account of 

the battle and its aftermath. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Battle of the Boyne, painted by Benjamin West, 1778 

about:blank


The casualty figures for the battle were minimal for such a battle with some 50,000 

participants of about 2,000 died. Three quarters of the dead were Jacobites although 

William's army had far more wounded many of whom would have died of their wounds in 

the days and weeks after the action. Most casualties in battle at this time tended to be 

inflicted in the pursuit of a defeated enemy, however this did not happen at the Boyne, as 

counter-attacks of the skilled Jacobite cavalry screened the retreat of the rest of their army, 

and in addition William was always disinclined to endanger the person of James, since he 

was the father of his wife, Mary. The Jacobites were badly demoralised by the order to 

retreat, which lost them the battle. Many of the Irish infantrymen deserted, abandoning 

equipment in their escape, whilst William’s army marched triumphantly into Dublin two 

days later. The Jacobite army abandoned the city and marched to Limerick, behind the 

River Shannon, where they were unsuccessfully besieged.  

Soon after the battle, William issued the Declaration of Finglas, offering full pardons to 

ordinary Jacobite soldiers, but not to their leaders, and in the meantime James rode with a 

small escort to Duncannon and returned to exile in France, even though his army had 

abandoned the field relatively unscathed. James's loss of nerve and hasty departure from 

Ireland enraged his Irish supporters who considered themselves betrayed and abandoned 

and who fought on until the Treaty of Limerick in 1691. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Statue of William of Orange on College Green, in Dublin, erected in 1701. It was 

destroyed in 1929. 

The battle was overshadowed by the defeat of an Anglo-Dutch fleet by the French two 

days earlier at the Battle of Beachy Head, a far more serious event in the short term; only 

on the continent was the Boyne treated as an important victory. Its importance lay in the 

fact that it was the first proper victory for the League of Augsburg, the first-ever alliance 

between the Papal States and Protestant countries. The victory motivated more nations to 

join the alliance and in effect ended the fear of a French conquest of Europe. It is ironic 

that not just today, but from the end of the seventeenth century the Roman Catholic Irish 

deplore their defeat at the Battle of the Boyne whereas at the time they were not supported 

by the Pope, but were merely being used by King Louis XIV to further his ambition to 

make the Kingdom of France supreme on the Continent.  A compliant Great Britain would 

remove the threat of our involvement in his numerous wars, a very real threat in view of 

our foreign policy of maintaining a balance of power in continental Europe. 

The Boyne also had strategic significance for both England and Ireland as it marked the 

beginning of the end of James's hope of regaining his throne by military means and 

probably assured the triumph of the Glorious Revolution. In Scotland, news of this defeat 

temporarily silenced the Highlanders supporting the Jacobite rising, which had been led by 

about:blank


John Graham, 1st Viscount Dundee and 7th Laird of Claverhouse, known as Bonnie 

Dundee, who was killed the previous July at the Battle of Killiecrankie. The Battle of the 

Boyne was a general victory for William and is still celebrated by the Protestant Orange 

Order on the Twelfth of July. Due to the political situation mentioned above, Catholic 

institutions amongst William's continental allies hailed his victory with bell-ringing.  

Flower Fairies. 

To conclude on a both lighter and happier subject, from the painting of Cecily Mary 

Barker, for this month we have the Poppy Fairy. Whilst to continue my theme of 

illustrations of the season I have selected “Summer” from the Four Seasons by the famous 

Rocco French artist Francois Boucher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustrations of Summer. 

The following two pictures are both by Francois Boucher the first painted in 1749 and the 

second in 1755 as part of a quartet of paintings. The first is from the pastoral series, being 

summer and the next an allegory of the four seasons, being again summer. He was 

originally introduced to King Louis XV by the king’s principal courtesan Jeanne 

Antoinette Poisson, Marquise de Pompadour, often referred to as Madam de Pompadour. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Pastoral by Francois Boucher, 1749. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer from the Four Seasons by Francois Boucher, 1755. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer from a series of murals in an anti room of the Opera House in 

Paris photographed by the author. 

 

For Myles Birket Foster it was often summer or so his paintings portray of rural life in 

England in the second half of the nineteenth century. 

 

 

 

“Girl with an orange” by Myles Birket Foster painted in 1875. 



          

 

“Playing with baby” by Myles Birket Foster. 

 

The café at Eel Pie Island, River Thames near Teddington  

by Cecil Osborne, 1935. 

 



To promote passenger numbers the Railway Companies were not slow, especially as 

holiday destinations, to advertise attractive holiday locations which could be reached by 

train, and I have selected two, the Paris, Lyon and Mediterranee Railway, the “PLM” for 

the joy of the Cote d’Azur and also the London & South Western Railway, advertising 

Lyme Regis and its bay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


