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THE FIRST FILM STUDIO. 
  
On the 1st February, 1893 the construction of the Black Maria 
Cinematographic theatre being the first film production studio was completed 
for Thomas A. Edison at West Orange in the State of New Jersey in the 
United States of America. 
  
Thomas Alva Edison was born in Milan in the State of Ohio in 1847 and was 
self-educated. Although he is probably mostly remembered for the electric 
light bulb and the wireless transmission of sound these are only two of many 
inventions and/or successful developments of the early pioneering work of 
others.  A successful business man he married twice and fathered six 
children, dying in 1931 of diabetes complications.  A prolific inventor he held 
1,093 US Patents in his own name and collaborated with Henry Ford of the 
Ford Motor Company, Harvey Firestone and many other well-known men of 
business at that time.  
  
In early May 1893 Thomas Edison conducted the first public showing of a 
Kinetoscope (film) made at the Black Maria Cinematographic theatre at the 
Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences.  The film showed three men 
pretending to be blacksmiths. The first films rather than demonstration only 
films were of vaudeville performances, Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show, boxing 
matches, cock fights and scantily clad women. After 1895 the majority of films 
were shot on location and included passing trains, firemen and police. 
However, these could, at the time, only be viewed individually at the 
kinetoscope viewing machine located in amusement arcades.    The Holland 
Brothers opened the first Kinetoscope Parlour at 1155, Broadway in New York 
City on the 14th April, 1894 in their amusement arcade where patrons paid 
25c for admission.    The Black Maria film studio closed in January, 1901 
when Thomas Edison had a glass enclosed roof top movie studio constructed 
in New York City and was demolished in 1903.      
  
In 1901 the first public screening of a film was at the Oberin in Ohio starting 
the transition from Kinetoscope to cinema screen we know today.  The Edison 
Film Studios made close to 1,200 films, and before the advent of the “talkies” 
with the sound track printed onto the film, sound was available using a 
cylinder recording mechanically synchronised with the film. In 1908 Thomas 
Edison founded the Motion Picture Company merging nine major film 
studios.  This company would make many films, but his favourite was “The 
Birth of a Nation” made in 1915, and his favourite actresses Clara Bow and 
Mary Pickford.  He disliked the “talkies” believing that they devalued the acting 
as the audience concentrated on the speech and ignored the acting 
performance. 



 

A film being viewed on a kinetoscope c.1895. 
 

 

The Black Maria Film Studio in 1893. 

 

Thomas A. Edison demonstrating his film projector c. 1901. 


