
Upton Bishop National Develop Plan – Monthly Update No 1 

On 14th June, the NDP Steering Group met for the first time. The group reports directly to the Parish Council 

through two Council members and is made up of a total of 9 volunteers. It has been set up because the Parish 

Council has opted to nominate the Parish as a Neighbourhood Plan Area under the Localism Act of 2011. The 

purpose of an NDP is to allow us, the Parish, to identify and recommend where and what type of development 

should happen in our parish.  This includes how to incorporate a minimum of a further 26 dwellings by 2031 as 

required by the Herefordshire Local Plan – Core Strategy.  This is expected to take 18-24 months and involves a 

lot of work. It will be done with support from Herefordshire Council, together with planning consultants that 

the Steering Group will engage for the process. Input from parishioners will be key to the success of the NDP to 

enable the Group to maintain the quality of life of everyone in the parish while embracing the need for 

development. The Group is made up of all local people who are very sensitive to the need to maintain the 

quality of life of everyone in the Parish while embracing the need to develop new housing. 

Over the coming months there will be a questionnaire posted to every household, consultation meetings and 

other opportunities for everyone to have an input. For now, we are just trying to absorb the enormous amount 

of information we need to take on board. There will be a monthly update in The Chimes as well as on the       

UB Facebook page and website, and I urge you to sign up to them. I have created an email address 

(uptonndp@gmail.com) which, for now, I would appreciate be used for sending offers of help. It is far too early 

for us to start answering questions. The help needed will be varied, ranging across specialist areas such 

environment, utilities and services, transport and agriculture to name a few. As the project evolves I am sure 

we will need some extra hands just to help out so if you can spare a few hours please let me know. In the 

meantime I will endeavour to keep everyone in the Parish up to date with the progress of our work. I know 

everyone on the Group is committed to giving maximum effort to achieve the best result we can.                   

Brian Spencer, Chair 
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