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SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
  
To continue our theme of describing events that occurred on the first day of the 
month, for the month of September, 2018 your scribe has much to choose from, 
being the anniversaries of happenings on the 1st September. 
  
In 1644 the Royalist forces of the James Graham, 1st Marquess of Montrose, 
acting in support of King Charles I succeeded in defeating the ineffective army 
of the Earl of Wemyss who was defending Perth at the Battle of Tippermuir, and 
thus capturing the City from the Covenanters. 
  
 The “Sun King”, King Louis XIV of France died in 1715 bringing to an end the 
then longest reign of any monarch.  It is possible unfortunate for France that 
most of the Royal Family had died of smallpox four years earlier, and he was 
therefore succeeded by his Great Grandson who at the age of five became His 
Most Christian Majesty King Louis XV, and to whom we owe the flamboyant 
and exotic paintings of Francois Boucher, Jean Honore Fragonard, Carl Andre 
van Loo and other artists of the Rococo Age. 
  
The advent of the Franco Prussian War is sometimes cited as one of the factors 
responsible for the Great War of 1914-18 as France resented the German 
reacquisition of Alsace and Lorraine.   The deciding action of the War was the 
Battle of Sedan which commenced on the 1st September, 1870 and resulted in 
the capitulation of the French Army bottled up in the City together with the 
surrender of the Emperor Napoleon III and the Siege of Paris which followed. 
  
Unlike the 1st Afghan War of 1839-42, the Second Afghan War of 1878 to 1880 
was provoked by Russian activity in Afghanistan which threatened the North 
West Frontier (of India).  By the Treaty of Gandamak, May, 1879 the Amir, 
Mohammad Yaqub Khan agreed to our establishing a Resident in Kabul, but a 
rebellion by disgruntled Afghan troops led to the murder of the Resident and his 
guard. Major General Sir Frederick Sleigh Roberts commanding the army 
defeated the rebel Afghan forces of Ayub Kha at Kandahar on 1st September, 
1880, thus bringing the War to a successful conclusion.  Frederick Sleigh 
Roberts who won the Victoria Cross during the Indian Mutiny whilst serving as 
a Lieutenant attached to the Bengal Horse Artillery, was created 1st Earl 
Roberts of Kandahar and Pretoria in 1901 after successful command during the 
2nd Boar War.  He was the uncle of Field Marshall Earl Kitchener of Khartoum 
and the “Bob” in “Bob’s your uncle.” 
  
On 1st September, 1914 the name of the City of St. Petersburg was changed 
to Petrograd in order to be more Russian and less Germanic, the name by which 
it was known until the Bolsheviks change the name to Leningrad, now St. 
Petersburg again.  



 

Woodville, Richard Caton - 92nd and 2nd Gurkhas storming Kandahar, 1880 

 

Norie, Orlando - Battle of Kandahar 

 

Saving the guns EB Battery at Maiwand 

 
The Battle of Kabul, 1879 

 


