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 EDITORIAL

 CONTENTS

As I am writing this we are already more than halfway through what is
turning into a pretty miserable January. Sadly, in this edition we have to
announce several deaths, not least the sudden death of Ken Downham, a
former Chimes editor from 2000 to 2007. A summary of Ken's colourful life
can be found in our centre page feature (page 28).
On another note I have also been disappointed to see two villages are
having problems with dog walkers failing to clean up after their dogs on
walks. I am also hearing many horrendous stories of dog attacks on farm
livestock. As a dog owner myself, I urge all dog walkers to be responsible
when walking around  our villages and countryside. To all you dog lovers,
be aware regarding to raising trend of "dog-napping". Keep a close  eye
on your pets when they are out in your gardens and when taking them for
walks.
Finally make sure you read the item on page 16 regarding vaccine scams
and pass the information on to friends and relatives who do not receive
The Chimes. Above all, keep safe,  keep warm and dry, and get "The Jab"
when you can! I hope you enjoy this month's edition.

Francine
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 COMBINED VILLAGE NEWS

Robert Simpson H.A.P.
Died after a full life and short illness on the 8th December aged 72. Greatly
missed by his partner Liz, his sons Jake and Rupert and his grandchildren
Rosie, Fiona, George and Oliver.
Fruit Farmer and founder of Chicory Crops Ltd in 1971, keen aviator, old car
enthusiast, longstanding member of VCC and VSCC.  Practical supporter of
Dymock C.C. and Newent R.F.C.
Nothing Robert did was normal :-
He was the pioneer in the production of chicory, strawberries, raspberries, ap-
ples and cherries and very proud of his direct relationship with M&S and
Waitrose.  The passion for horticulture came from his father who came to the
area to manage Castle Fruit Farm (now Bentleys) and then starting Boulsdon
PYO after the war.
He had a passion for flying which came from his father who was a navigator in
Swordfish Torpedo Bombers in WW2.  They were some of the first people to
take up hang gliding in the UK. with frequent medical consequences.  Hobbies
in his earlier life were also pot holing and canal tunnel exploration and in later
life were flying where he would often be seen flying high above Herefordshire
countryside.  He built his first micro-light and had a very keen interest in vintage
and veteran cars, travel and very old clocks.  In his retirement he was busy with
old cars, always in his workshop tinkering.
He had a particular fondness for South Africa where his sister Kate lives.  The
last trip with Liz involved buying a land cruiser and driving around the countries
in Southern Africa with a sticker on the side saying ‘Old Farts Safari 2017’.
He was in the process of mounting a 2 stroke engine that he bought from the
Internet onto a bicycle to prove to a man with a battery powered e-bike that en-
gines are always better.
He took a very active role as a grand-dad, affectionately known as Robrob to
his grandchildren.
An extraordinary man.
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 ROB THE RAINMAN

of 203mm for the autumn period which is just under the average, largely due to a
relatively dry and pleasant September. Both October (wetter than average) and
November were rather dull.  December: 164.5mm making it a very wet one at well
over twice the average. The 1st was a lovely day but from then on rain was recorded
each day although there were sporadic nice, wintry periods, at least during the short
daylight hours. Then on the 23rd the rain upped the ante with 51mm pouring down
causing widespread problems for both home and car owners. It relented on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day started frosty and was very seasonal. Boxing
Day started the same but as the day wore on the wind got stronger until it was
blowing a real hooly overnight accompanied by 19mm of rain – Storm Bella. Snow
on the hills but for us, only sleet/wet snow on the following couple of days. Then the
frost returned and New Years Eve was a repeat of Christmas Day.

So, the year: total rainfall 895mm, 20% up on the average. It was an odd year (of
weather I’m talking about), with firstly Storm Dennis in February with all the record
river levels and subsequent chaos and traumatic trouble that brought. This was
followed by an increasingly dry spring from mid March culminating in a very dry
May. After the spring we had high hopes for summer, but we got a real mix of hot
(very hot) and cold spells, unsettled weather with some torrential downpours and
thunderstorms and some really windy days, especially those in August. The most
rain fell in December, followed by February with both August and October not far
behind. And of course May was essentially dry – how weird (again I’m talking about
the weather) was that month. A Happy and Better New Year to you all.

LAPTOPS 2 KIDS - HEREFORDSHIRE
Every day there are children at home isolating without the technology needed to
access their schoolwork. This is a big issue in Herefordshire, but it can be easily
fixed - the computers we need are already there - sitting at the back of your office
or on a shelf gathering dust. And this is where we can help. We will ensure that all
of your data is securely erased - for free. And then we make sure that the
computers go to schools  who need them most.. And you can be assured that
your donation will go directly to helping children in your local schools. To donate
please contact Tim or John at laptops2kids@johnfinchcomputers.co.uk and
we can guide you though the process. Thank you.

RAINFALL REPORT
November: 47.8mm which was 30% less than average but
only 9 days had no rainfall recorded, with small amounts
for the remainder. An uninspiring month with only the 24th

noted as a lovely autumnal day. Warm though, in fact the
6th warmest November since records began in 1884. That
is until the 25th onwards when we had frost, fog and a
combination of both as the month came to a close.  A total

mailto:laptops2kids@johnfinchcomputers.co.uk
mailto:laptops2kids@johnfinchcomputers.co.uk
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 ASTON INGHAM
 NEWS

 Sub-Editor: Marilyn Wheeler

 01989 720 733

mw52sjw@gmail.com

ASTON INGHAM WI
All meetings are cancelled until further notice due to Covid-19 restrictions.
For more details contact Janet 01452 830556 or email
richardjanetpotter@btinternet.com

CARDS, PUZZLES AND BOOKS
Books and jigsaw puzzles are available to borrow from the Village Hall, also
cards to buy. Just get in contact with me and I will arrange to open the hall for
you. Janet 01452 830556 or
Email richardjanetpotter@btinternet.com

VILLAGE HALL
Please contact Hazel for up to date information on 01989 720460.
Village Lunches, Book Club Coffee Morning, Country Dancing and Whist Drives
are all cancelled until further notice.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR NDP QUESTIONNAIRES
Everyone in Aston Ingham Parish should have had a questionnaire through their
door for each adult in the household.  In many cases you will have been informed
that the questionnaires will be collected by the person who delivered them.
However due to Covid-19 restrictions brought in on 5th January this will not have
happened.  If you still have your questionnaire at home, please complete it and
drop it into the box outside the Village Hall before 10th Feb. This is your chance
to have your say on future planning in the parish.   Thank You.

FOOTPATH REPORT
The small footbridge on the footpath from Oaks Lane to Lanx Corner has been
washed away in the recent bad weather. The farmer has agreed to relocate the
bridge when his workload and weather conditions allow. I will then secure it so it
is not washed away again. In normal weather conditions the stream can be
stepped over.   Any problems please contact Richard Potter 01452 830556 or
email richardjanetpotter@btinternet.com

 PLEASE mention “The Chimes” when contacting advertisers.

mailto:mw52sjw@gmail.com
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 ASTON INGHAM NEWS (cont)

HEDGEHOGS
This information is important for the many Aston Ingham residents who
have hedgehogs visiting. As I write this on 10th  January it is -2 and frosty,
but only yesterday when it was several degrees warmer we were
astonished to see a small hedgehog drinking and eating food put out for
birds. I phoned the Newent Hedgehog Rescue for advice and they were
insistent that I should weigh it and bring it in if it weighed under 550
grams, which it did. The reason? All hedgehogs carry internal parasites
and the smaller they are the more their health is affected. Moreover, a
hedgehog waking in winter and coming out in the day is a RED WARNING
that it is probably dehydrated and/or starving. Our hedgehog drank and
ate greedily. Latest news two days later is that he does have lung worms
but has already put on a few grams in weight! We will see him again in the
spring when he will be returned to his home in
Aston Bank. The Hedgehog Rescue premises are adjacent to the Good
News Bookshop so are very convenient to visit. Phone 07706 656109 to
speak to Cathie or Aaron for help and advice.

CHURCH INFORMATION

CHURCH SERVICES
All services are on hold at this time until further notice.
The Church will remain open for daily private prayer observing current
guidelines. Zoom services are held every Sunday at 10.30am and Evensong,
Monday – Thursday at 5.30pm.  Contact our Rector David Howell for details
568736

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING – held on 6th

October 2020
Jean Parsons resigned from the Council after many years of commitment
and service to our Church. Thank you Jean.
Allison Oastler and James Harding were elected as Churchwardens and
licensed by Reverend David Howell at our Carol Service.
Elizabeth Gwynn is the Deanery Synod Representative, replacing Allison
Oastler.
Janet Potter took the minutes in the absence of a secretary.
The PCC is seeking a Secretary, anyone interested should contact the
Churchwardens – Allison on 720465 or James on 720528 for further
information.
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 ASTON INGHAM NEWS (cont)

The Saturday of the first week of each month, prior to publication is
our deadline for submitting copy, and is confirmed on the front
cover. If in doubt  please contact me, my details are in the heading
of this section.
PHOTOGRAPHS are very welcome to illustrate news reports and
should be a minimum of 300 dpi for the magazine or less for the
website. Events included in the Chimes will be limited to a 2-month
in advance cut-off. If beyond this please resend.   Thank You
Marilyn

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
As normal services were suspended, six of us met to say prayers led by
Allison Oastler and the wreath laid at the memorial by James Harding.  Thank
you to Janet Potter who decorated our Church with poppies knitted by Aston
Ingham Ladies.

CAROL SERVICE
Our Christmas tree was sparkling and thanks go to Ella, Amy and Tania
Clayton for decorating it.  Seats were spaced following the two metre rule
which allowed twenty eight people including six Choir members.  We
listened to the Nativity narrated by David and Margaret Minett and
Christine Roy, Interspersed with carols from our choir led by Tony Butcher
with Auriol Edwards playing the organ.  Mince pies were taken home to
enjoy.  Thank you to everyone who made this service uplifting and joyful.

COMMUNITY LARDER
Every week it is wonderful to see the box in the Church Porch full, many
times over.  It is a desperate time for so many families and we are thankful
someone is thinking of them.

TIRSH GRIGOR
Many of us will remember Tirsh who has recently died. She was our vicar
in years past, cheerful, welcoming and inspiring.
Let us remember those affected in many ways during these sad times. We
look forward to Easter when hopefully many of us can join together to
celebrate.

CHURCH CLEANING
If anyone would like to join our cleaning rota please contact Janet 01452
830556. To make the job easier we split the Church into sections so no
one person has too much to do. The more helpers the less work for
everyone.
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 ASTON INGHAM
 PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

ASTON INGHAM PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

JANUARY MEETING ATTENDED BY
Mr J. Whatley (Chairman), Mrs J. Askew, Mr J. Harding, Mr N. Smith Mr C. Tormey
(councillors) (ZOOM) and six parishioners.
APOLOGIES WERE RECEIVED AND ACCEPTED FROM
Mr D. Hardwick
PUBLIC SUBMISSIONS
Submissions from two parishioners relating to planning application 203802 were
considered but not debated, firstly because a valid decision had been reached at the
planning meeting on the 10th December, and secondly because procedural issues raised
had been referred to H.A.L.C. (Herefordshire Association of Local Councils) for advice.
MINUTES OF DECEMBER MEETING were approved - to be signed later. Minutes of
special planning meeting had been approved by H.A.L.C.in a form appropriate for the
meeting and circumstances.
HIGHWAYS UPDATE No extra highway problems at present – bridge at Barrel Lane
junction has still not been repaired. Problems at Warren Lane had been highlighted. Clerk
to contact Kevin Williams (Locality Steward).
FLOODING
50.6 mm. of rain had fallen on 23rd December, causing catastrophic flooding in the village,
significantly worse than the last flood in 2007.  Aston Court and the centre of the village
had been badly affected, with five homes flooded, gardens spoiled and cars stranded.
Agreed that support from Herefordshire Council was required to address the problem, and
that the impact of any potential development sites or proposals which could affect the flood
risk for the village should be assessed, possibly as part of the NDP, or as a separate
exercise. It was suggested that the senior  Drainage Engineer from Herefordshire Council
should be asked to attend a council meeting and inspect the area. Concerns had also been
raised by Mr Weller and Mr Roberts regarding flood issues.
PLANNING
Land at South Lea, Aston Crews.204485. Variation of conditions 1, 2 and 3. The parish
council had no objections.
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Questionnaires were in the process of being delivered, but it may now be necessary to
complete the delivery without engaging with the parishioners, as England was about to be
placed in lockdown again. We would urge all parishioners to please return questionnaires
to the village hall or the NDP representative, to give us as much information as possible.
CORRESPONDENCE
Mr Whatley notified the meeting that complaints had been made about parish council
procedures and the conduct of one of the councillors regarding the special planning
meeting, and these had been referred to Hereford.
DATES OF NEXT MEETING - Monday 1st February 2021
The above notes are an abbreviation of the unconfirmed minutes. For a more detailed
account and complete minutes when approved, please visit  www.astoninghampc.org
Email contact :- astoninghampc@gmail.com

www.astoninghampc.org
www.astoninghampc.org
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 RECTOR’S LETTER

We are in the Church’s season of Epiphany, which celebrates the revelation of
God to all peoples. In this time of lock-down we need something to cheer us, there
can be nothing more joyful than a wedding. A wedding is a time of celebration,
shared food and drink, community rejoicing and family bonding. In many traditions
the couple’s community and family are more than mere bystanders, but active
participants in the ceremony, there to witness to and bless the new state that the
couple are entering into. Indeed, in some marriage services, after the couple have
given their consent, the congregation are asked a question as part of the service:
“Will you, the families and friends… support and uphold them in their marriage
now and in the years to come?” The response is “We will.”

Without that support, the blessing of friends and family, a marriage has a much
more difficult path. Families and friends can’t make a marriage work, but they can
certainly destroy it. So getting their consent to “support and uphold” the couple in
their marriage is vital. The blessing of such an occasion is therefore not just for
the couple, but also for all who are present – and that blessing comes through
sharing hopes, prayers, songs, food, drink and laughter. Sharing those things
helps overcome any animosity or bad feeling.

John’s Gospel doesn’t recount the wise men’s visit to the stable. Instead, we have
this story of the first “showing”. John has taken the marriage theme and made it a
sign of God’s reasserted promises to humankind. The marriage at Cana
symbolises the marriage between God and the world.

The marriage banquet in God’s kingdom for all people, for the whole of creation, is
that place where enmity is over and sharing begins – where people who arrive as
strangers depart as friends, where blessing is found in the simplest of things –
good food shared with love and good drink shared with delight. To picture God’s
banquet as a wedding feast invites us all to begin with a smile, a relaxation of the
tension that we so often carry around with us, and which leads to dis-ease and
disharmony between us and our fellow human beings.

It is in food and drink, song and friendship that communities find blessing and
enemies can drop their guard.
The banquet of God invites us as a community to be the bride, holy and beloved,
celebrated and cherished.
God calls us to generosity of living and generosity of spirit.
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 GORSLEY

 NEWS
 Sub-Editor: Anne Course

 01989 721 086

course.anne@gmail.com

GRATEFUL THANKS
to all those neighbours who have regularly checked on their neighbours since March
last year, to make sure they are still OK, and to offer help
with shopping, or any other essential, maybe life saving, needs.  You're All Stars!
Huge thanks, too, to Gemma and Dan at The Alma, and the Volunteer
“Deliveroo” Drivers for the Wednesday Lock-down Lunch Deliveries in 2020, and
those just about to begin again in 2021. (This applies to every village)

CONDOLENCES
We are saddened to hear of the death on 12 December 2020, of Brian Williams
from Gorsley, and send our Condolences to Brian's family at this difficult time.

 PLEASE mention “The Chimes” when contacting advertisers.

The Saturday of the first week of each month, prior to publication is our deadline for
submitting copy, and is confirmed on the front cover. If in doubt  please contact me, my
details are in the heading of this section.
PHOTOGRAPHS are very welcome to illustrate news reports and should be a minimum
of 300 dpi for the magazine or less for the website. Events included in the Chimes will be
limited to a 2-month in advance cut-off. If beyond this please resend   Thank You  Anne

mailto:course.anne@gmail.com
mailto:course.anne@gmail.com
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 NEWS FROM ACTION FRAUD

As of 7 January 2021, Action Fraud had received 57 reports from members of the
public who have been sent text messages claiming to be from the NHS, offering
them the opportunity to sign up for coronavirus vaccinations. The texts ask the
recipient to click on a link which takes them to an online form where they are
prompted to input personal and financial details. In some cases the online form
has looked very similar to the real NHS website.

Pauline Smith, Head of Action Fraud, said:
“Remember, the vaccine is only available on the NHS and is free of charge. The
NHS will never ask you for details about your bank account or to pay for the
vaccine. If you receive an email, text message or phone call purporting to be from
the NHS and you are asked to provide financial details, this is a scam.”

How to protect yourself:
In the UK, coronavirus vaccinations will only be available via the National Health
Services of England, Northern Ireland, Wales and Scotland. You can be
contacted by the NHS, your employer, a local GP surgery or pharmacy, to receive
your vaccination. Remember, the vaccinations are free of charge and you will
not be asked for a payment.

The NHS will never:
�� ask for your bank account or card details
�� ask for your PIN or banking passwords
�� arrive unannounced at your home to administer the vaccine
�� ask for documentation to prove your identity, such as a passport or utility

bills
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FIRSTLY, A VERY BIG THANK YOU...
Marion Martin, editor of Lea Lines for 16
years, published her very last edition in
December and handed over the reins to
a new team.  Marion took on the role of
editor shortly after moving to the village
and determinedly produced just under

LEA VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB
The winners from the latest 100 Club draw were Heather Turner-Lunn from Lea Villa Park,
Helen & Andrew from Cox’s meadow and Don & Maria Coleman from Kings Orchard.
Congratulations once again to everyone and thank you for supporting the village hall’s 100
Club. The new 100 Club year for 2021/22 begins in April.  If you’d like to continue your
membership and support of the hall or now join the 100 Club and start supporting the hall,
then please get in touch with Gill Walker – gwalker789@tiscali.co.uk.  And a huge thank
you to Gill and Roger Walker for organising this important fundraising venture for the
village hall.
CHURCH NEWS
Well, Christmas was a quiet affair this year in the church, although we had a brilliant Carol
Service on the Sunday before Christmas.  This lovely service was held outside the village
hall and was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended – it raised the spirits of all who
attended. We hope to have things back to normal next Christmas! The church is only open
for private prayer at the moment, we will advise when services resume. There will be a
zoom service every Sunday at 10.30. Please contact Debs Lillie if you would like to have
the contact link for this - her email is debsparishsecretary@btinternet.com
We were so sorry to hear of the passing of Tirsh Grigor recently. As many of you will
probably remember she was the incumbent here in the early 2000's. Quite a character,
ready to do many things for charity, such as shave her head or sleep in the church
porches! She will be sadly missed.
Please note if you wish to go into the church kindly scan the track and trace QR code just
inside the door on your phone. There is a plentiful supply of hand sanitiser and wipes and
we ask that everyone uses them when visiting the church.  The collection box for the food
bank is still on the back pew and we thank you for your kind donations. Do all look after
yourselves and keep well and safe. God Bless and see you on the other side of this lock-
down!!
Marion Martin
NATIONAL FREEPHONE PRAYERLINE
At the time of writing, there is news emerging that a vaccine might just be on the horizon.
Whilst this comes as a great relief, it is realistic to expect the restrictions we face in our
daily lives to continue for some time yet.  As part of the Church’s commitment to supporting
those in need, a prayer-line has been set up to respond to the need for prayer especially
for those that find themselves unable to join any of the online church services or visit a
church for quiet contemplation.  The number is FREE to call and open 24 hours a day
0800 804 8044.

 LEA  NEWS
Sub-Editors: Gill Davis & Nicky Keef

 01989 750 442 or 07718 065 946

gilldavis55@hotmail.com

nicola.keef@linehouse.co.uk

 PLEASE mention “The Chimes” when contacting advertisers.

mailto:debsparishsecretary@btinternet.com
mailto:debsparishsecretary@btinternet.com
mailto:gilldavis55@hotmail.com
mailto:gilldavis55@hotmail.com
mailto:nicola.keef@linehouse.co.uk
mailto:nicola.keef@linehouse.co.uk
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COVID SUPPORT
Just to remind everyone – there is help for you here in the village via the Lea Community
Voluntary Support Group on the numbers below.
Leanne Pogson 07821 786172 or email leanne@leaphr.co.uk
Susie Williams 07747 847317/01989 750873 or email
mikesue.williams@btinternet.com
Sylvie Nicholls 07817 473813 or email sylvia.nicholls@btinternet.com
Please call between 9am and 1pm or between 5pm-6pm - this will help us to make best
use of the time and resources we have available.
Further support is available from Herefordshire Council’s Covid-19 Response Team.  To
arrange their help and support, please complete our online support form, either for yourself
or on behalf of someone you know, by visiting
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/covid19help or by calling 01432 260027 or
email talkcommunityhelpline@herefordshire.gov.uk
They will provide reassurance and support over the coming weeks, to help you to live well
in your own home, for as long necessary.
The WISH website (Wellbeing Information and Signposting for Herefordshire) provides
information and links to over 100 local services and organisations, which are offering food
delivery, groceries and online activities. These can really help make a difference when you
are staying at home, especially if you live in more isolated areas. Visit
www.wisherefordshire.org
ROSS AREA TRANSPORT
Don’t risk missing your vaccine appointment, if you need help call the team on 01989
765595. Drivers give their time freely, but there is a charge for mileage.
STILL ‘OPEN ALL HOURS’
Mark and Michelle Purkis have asked us to highlight that they will still be open during the
road closure in the centre of the village and there’s plenty of parking outside the shop if
needed. Orders can be delivered so just telephone the shop on 01989 750458 to let them
know what you need and they’ll bring your order to you. This service could be especially
vital if you find getting out more difficult due to the lock-down or the weather.
BRIAN MORGAN
We were greatly saddened to learn of the death of Brian Morgan, long term resident and ex
Parish Councillor of Lea.  Brian was a great contributor to the village over many years.  We
understand that Brian and his family had been affected by Covid19 but that sadly Brian lost
his battle with this terrible disease whilst in hospital.  Our thoughts and prayers are with
Brian’s family.
LEA CE PRIMARY AND PRE-SCHOOL NEWS – NEW YEAR, NEW CHALLENGE!
On top of managing the challenge of setting up and managing remote learning at Lea CE
Primary School, following the recent announcement of the latest national lock-down; four
members of our staff have set themselves an additional challenge during January:  to each
run 120 km!  They are doing this to raise money for an exciting new initiative at Lea.
After February half-term, Lea School will be creating its own delicious and nutritious school
meals on-site as part of their commitment to its healthy eating ethos.  Being able to
produce fresh school lunches on-site will be of great benefit to pupils, providing them with a
well-balanced, tasty, hot meal each day.  The school will be connecting with local food
suppliers to ensure fresh produce is used, thus reducing their carbon footprint as well as
ensuring sustainability and traceability of all their ingredients. As part of their involvement in

 LEA NEWS (cont)
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 LEA NEWS (cont)

the Herefordshire Schools Eco-Hub, Lea School is also to planning to develop a school
allotment and fruit orchard, so that the children have the opportunity to experience first-
hand the journey that our food takes; from earth to table.
Beyond the delivery of daily meals, the school will be striving to empower the children to
make healthy lifestyle choices by inspiring the children with hands-on food technology
education. They are also planning to engage with the wider community of Lea, in order to
share the investment in their new kitchen facilities, through community cookery events and
even a take-out supper club!
To find out more about Lea CE Primary School, please visit our website:
https://www.leacofeprimaryschool.co.uk or contact us on 01989 750296.
Or to make a donation, please visit our Just Giving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/catherine-brevet
THANK YOU FOR CLEARING UP AFTER YOUR DOG, BUT…
We’re sorry to hear reports of dog waste bags being left in hedgerows!  Come on all you
dog owners – you don’t need to do this.  Clear up after your dog and TAKE IT HOME or
put it in a public waste (yes this is allowed!), but PLEASE, PLEASE don’t hang it in the
hedgerow.  Someone must clear the bags (this is paid for from YOUR council tax), or
worse, the contents will get ‘distributed’ far and wide when the hedges are next cut!  Either
way, it’s unnecessary and unpleasant, so please look after your dog properly and care for
your village and the environment.
LEA FRIDAY PAINTERS
Lea Friday Painters would like to wish everyone a healthy and happy New year.  If you
have thought about or even tried doing some painting during lock-down why not consider
joining us?  Watch this space for news of our re-opening as Covid conditions improve.
NEWS FROM THE VILLAGE HALL
Jackie Hopkins writes - Hello everyone, I hope you are all keeping well in these continuing
difficult times. We have little business to report from the hall now we are totally locked
down again. The hall is secure, and our finances are buoyant for the time being, mainly
due to a generous grant we received at the beginning of the first lock-down in March. We
have however suffered from some minor vandalism to the outside of the property which
has been very disappointing. The police have been informed and have assured us that
they are carrying out regular checks on the hall.  We ask all residents to keep their eyes
open for suspicious activity at the hall and report it accordingly.
We have our AGM scheduled but we have not decided what format we can use, for that
meeting if any and it may be that we will have to defer this to a later date. The charity com-
mission is being sympathetic to any delays that may occur.
One development on the committee is that Chris Burns has decided to retire from his posi-
tion as booking secretary. I would like to thank Chris for the sterling work he has done for
the village hall and wish him well. This leaves us with a vacant position for a booking sec-
retary. As we have a little time to look for a new volunteer I think that this is a good oppor-
tunity to see if we can persuade any of the newcomers to the village to become involved
with the hall. As with a lot of villages it always seems to be the faithful view that soldier on
doing things with the halls etc but it would be really nice if we could find new, perhaps
young blood. If there is anyone reading this who is new to the village and feel that they
would like to join us please contact me my no is 07812730869 The job is not too onerous
and I’m prepared to give all the help and support needed.
Nicky mentioned a good idea recently. As Spring cleaning time is approaching and the
charity shops are closed for donations at the moment perhaps we could have a giant jum-
ble sale when we finally open  I think that this will be good, so if you can manage to hang
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 LEA NEWS (cont).

on to anything that you may have then we can bring it all together and have a great jumble,
always a good get together and fundraiser. Just one light that may be at the end of the tun-
nel, I had an email from the Rain or Shine theatre company yesterday to say they have us
in their diary to come to the hall on June 20th for their outdoor Summer production of ‘She
Stoops To Conquer’. After having to cancel both last year’s Summer and Christmas visits
to us, wouldn’t it be lovely that they can come then We can only hope and pray!
LOCAL AUTHOR NOMINATED FOR AWARD
Congratulations to local author Alan Keef, whose new book ‘Slave to Ariconium’ has been
nominated for an upcoming book award.  The work of fiction tells the story of a young boy
enslaved in Rome and brought to our own area and is partly set around the mines at
Clearwell.  Whilst this is only Alan’s second foray into fiction, he is widely renowned for his
specialist railway books. Congratulations and good luck with the nomination – copies of the
book can be found in the village shop. We’d love to hear other stories of local success,
especially for anything positive that has come out of last year’s extraordinary events –
perhaps you’ve discovered time for your creative side or embarked on some other project
you might otherwise never have found time for.  Whatever your news, please contact Gill
or Nicky.
UPDATE ON THE CROWN INN
Although the pub is shut and will stay so until current restrictions are lifted, we are pleased
to announce the arrival of Spice Merchant Indian Restaurant, also offering take-away and
delivery service, covering not just Lea, but surrounding villages too.  We are excited about
this great new facility which should be great for the village as they will be providing a large
selection of classic English dishes in addition to Bangladeshi fine dining.  Whilst Covid
restrictions remain, please use the access through the pub car-park.  Call the pub for more
information.
DON’T FALL FOR THE VACCINE SCAMS
Action Fraud is receiving reports from members of the public who have been sent text
messages claiming to be from the NHS. Please see the information from Action Fraud on
page 16

The Saturday of the first week of each month, prior to publication
is our deadline for submitting copy, and is confirmed on the front
cover. If in doubt  please contact us, our details are in the heading
of this section.
PHOTOGRAPHS are very welcome to illustrate news reports and
should be a minimum of 300 dpi for the magazine or less for the
website. Events included in the Chimes will be limited to a 2-month
in advance cut-off. If beyond this please resend   Thank You
Gill and Nicky

FOUND - CUDDLY MONKEY...
This lovely cuddly monkey was found in the Lea after
Christmas.  If you’re child dropped it or you think you
know who did, then please contact Nicky Keef on
07718 065946.  He’s had a wash and brush up (and
defrost!) and is waiting to be reunited with his owner
who must have loved him enough to take him out on a
walk in the first place! PS I hope this explains
everything to those that saw me carrying him .



24



25

 LEA PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
NEXT MEETINGS: Parish Council meetings are not currently open for the public to
attend, however full details of all council business can be found by contacting the
Clerk Jayne Dunstan on 01989 567219 or 07877 202837, or
email clerk@theleaparishcouncil.org.uk
AGENDA: Available on Parish Council Notice Board and the website.
www.theleaparishcouncil.org
At the time of the flooding on 23rd December, good progress had been made with the Lea
Flood Alleviation scheme and in addition all culverts and gullies along Rock Lane had been
cleared out by the Parish Lengthsman, with a blockage having been cleared at the bottom
of the lane just days before the event. Other routine drainage work throughout the village
was in largely good order. It is reported by a local farmer that the rainfall in the week before
the flooding amounted to 4.5". During the event calls were received asking for sandbags
from the village sandbag store due to imminent flooding but it soon became clear that
Rudhall Brook was rising to an extent whereby water was entering the ground behind the
sandbags rendering the sandbagging effort useless. Cars travelling at some speed along
the road through the water was causing added problems, following which residents took it
upon themselves to close the Mill Lane to traffic. Further sandbags were then used, firstly
outside Derwent House and then the Crown Inn. The water flow along the A40 was just too
great making effective sandbagging impossible. Sandbags were also used to try and keep
water out of Lea House B & B and elsewhere including at properties along Millbrook
Gardens. Properties at Crown Barns were flooded as were properties along Millbrook
Gardens. Lea House B & B became flooded as did the garage at The Old Granary.
The Lea Flood Alleviation Scheme has clearly been shown to be needed and has been
designed to cope with this sort of rain event but it is possible that limited flooding would
have resulted even if the flood alleviation scheme had been operational. It’s impact though
would hopefully be reduced.  Over 100 sandbags were used, but some requests were
received after the supply had been used up.
It has been decided that rather than take the sandbags back into a safe storage site,
residents are asked to retain the sandbags they have to protect their properties and to
keep them on hand under cover in case of future need. Having the sandbags kept under
cover is important - kept outside the cover material will degrade over time and render the
sandbags useless. Hopefully, once the Flood Alleviation Scheme is operational there will
be no further need for sandbags, but it is considered sensible not to be too reliant on the
new system until it is fully proven in practice.
Herefordshire Council and Balfour Beatty no longer issue sandbags to parish councils -
just one more facility fobbed off onto parishes to deal with, at the expense of local
residents. Lea Parish Council has decided to retain the garage used as a sandbag store
and to obtain a further limited supply of sandbags as a precautionary measure.
In the event of the forecast of potential flooding in future it is recommended that residents
take early precautions. In this regard it is recommended that you visit
www.herefordshire.gov.uk and look for ‘Flooding Emergency’ where considerable
relevant data is to be found.
If you would like to ‘attend’ a PC meeting that is being held online, please ask the Parish
Clerk who will send you details of how to join the meeting.  Please note – normal meeting
protocols will be observed, whereby members of the public should only speak when the
Chairman indicates.  The Clerk may use the ‘mute’ facility as appropriate to ensure the
meeting proceeds efficiently.
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It is with much sadness that we have to announce the sudden death of Ken
Downham at his home "Appledown" , on Boxing Day evening.  Although he
had celebrated his 89th birthday in October, he was still a very sprightly
octogenarian with an alert mind and a fantastic memory.  He was a greatly
respected member of our community and a very good friend to many. Ken
and his late wife Pam moved to Linton in 1989 but Ken was born in Wigan
Lancashire, the second son of James an Iron Foundry worker, and his wife
Annie. When James had to give up work at the foundry due to health
problems, he became the Steward of the local Social Club and as the War
ended and Wigan experienced some prosperity, Ken, now in his teens,  was
employed there at weekends, pulling pints and (of course it being Wigan)
serving pies.  He was entrusted to deposit the Club's weekend takings into
the bank on his way to Wigan Grammar School on Monday Mornings.
At School Ken didn't only excel academically but also was successful on the
sports field , playing football and  Rugby (League of course!)  for local teams
and excelling at Cricket. In May 1950, playing for a Wigan Team against
Chorley, he took the wickets of the last 5 Chorley batsmen with consecutive
deliveries, his match analysis being 5 wickets for 4 runs. He retained his
interest in sport all his life and remained an ardent supporter of Wigan
Warriors Rugby League Club to the end.
After school, Ken did his National Service with the RAF, before starting his
teacher training at St Luke's College in Exeter, where he specialised in P.E.
and coincidently befriending many of the strong Welsh contingent then
attending the college. Here he developed his love of singing in the Male Voice
Choirs  and later attending concerts in Ross on Wye. Following graduation
Ken's first teaching job was at Langley School on the outskirts of Slough,
where his future wife Pam was the craft teacher . Langley had expanded
following the re-housing of East Enders who had lost their homes in the Blitz,
and not all families were as appreciative of the value of education as Ken
perhaps expected  so this was a bit of a  "Baptism of Fire". Both Ken and Pam
gained promotions to Broughton Junior School in Aylesbury  and settled there
to bring up their two sons, Jeremy and Patrick. There Ken became very active
as an organiser for the Aylesbury Folk Music Club, and in local politics,
eventually becoming Leader of Aylesbury District Council. After a 34 year
teaching career, Ken retired as Deputy  Head of Quarrendon School and
together he and Pam searched Herefordshire and Monmouthshire for a
retirement home, before settling on "Appledown" with it's wonderful views and
large garden.
Once settled in Linton both Ken and Pam soon became very involved within
the local communities. They joined a number of groups and societies
including the Linton and District History Society and were active supporters of

 TRIBUTE TO KEN DOWNHAM
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 TRIBUTE TO KEN DOWNHAM cont.
The Alma Music Festival from its earliest days. They were also active in other
local villages and on one memorable occasion Ken was part of a team,
dressed in appropriate medical attire, pushing a hospital bed around Upton
Bishop in aid of charity. But it was in 2000 that Ken became inexorably linked
with The Chimes. At a crisis meeting called when the parish magazine was in
danger of folding, Ken volunteered to become the Editor and helped by Bryn
Nash (who would become his close friend), continued in this role until 2007
and together they produced 70 editions. He still gave us contributions and his
last was a tribute to Bryn which can be read in our November 2020 edition. As
well as The Chimes, both Ken and Pam gave their active support to other
substantial initiatives. The restoration of the St Mary's spire was a
considerable undertaking for the village, as was the restoration of the Village
Hall. Ken was very involved with this as a Village Hall Committee Member. He
also drew on his experience from his Aylesbury Council days and was an
active member of Linton Parish Council for a number of years. The couple
were regulars in The Alma. Sadly Pam developed Dementia towards the end
of her life and Ken became her devoted career until her death. Following this
sad event Ken continued to participate in Linton life and to keep her memory
alive by keeping up some of her traditions such as the annual production of
calendars as Christmas gifts for friends using pressed flowers from the
garden. This Christmas the calendars went out as usual.
I would like to thank John Foley for supplying me with this information about
Ken and his life. He has written  a full appreciation of Ken's life which will be
posted on The Chimes on-line. There is no doubt that Ken will be missed by
all who knew him and appreciated his skills, his wit and his knowledge.
We would like to thank John Foley for supplying us with this information.

C:\Users\Tania\...\Cricket Ball.jpg
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 LINTON &
 BROMSASH

 NEWS
 Sub-Editor: John Lancaster

 01989 720 642

John.lancaster17@gmail.com
LINTON VILLAGE HALL
www.lintonvillage.com/aboutlvh/village-hall-news/ social media (LVH51 for
Instagram) and e-newsletter. We’ll need your email address to send the
newsletter to you. If you have any queries, or wish to be added to emailing list,
please contact us on 07974 48 41 41 or email us on LVH@lintonvillage.com
NEWS OF A SAD LOSS
We were so sorry to hear that our dear friend Ken Downham passed away over
the Christmas period. Ken was a truly valued member of the village hall
committee and it was in this capacity, along with his wife Pam, that he made a
huge contribution to developing the plans for the village hall refurbishment in
1999. Read his obituary on page 28 Ken will be missed by us all, and our
sincere condolences go to all of his family and friends.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Our planned Village Hall AGM has been postponed and will be re-scheduled
when restrictions allow access to the hall.
COFFEE MORNINGS AND COMMUNITY LUNCHES
Following the end of the 2nd lock-down on 2nd December we were able to offer
both a Christmas Coffee Morning and a Christmas Community Lunch (whilst
observing restrictions on numbers for
both guests and helpers.) Both these events were well supported and much
enjoyed by both attendees and helpers – we all enjoyed the opportunity to safely
gather together in the village hall. Community Lunches have, since 2018, been
run as a joint effort between the three village charities -
Linton Village Hall, Village of Linton Trust (VoLT) and St.Mary’s Church - with
the proceeds being shared equally between these three charities. Trustees of
these charities met recently to discuss the current Covid situation and to
consider whether we could commit to continue to offer Community Lunches. The
success of our Christmas Lunch and the offers of help and support from
individuals from within the community has convinced us that we are able to do
this. So, despite the need to comply with Covid restrictions and guidelines, we
have decided to continue to work together to offer this service and we hope the
Lunches will be able to resume when this lock-down ends and when rules allow.

 PLEASE mention “The Chimes” when contacting advertisers.

mailto:carolesmallwood57@gmail.com
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 LINTON & BROMSASH NEWS (cont)

Our thanks to those who continue to offer help and support, it is much
appreciated.
MUSIC NIGHTS AND OTHER EVENTS
Remi Harris was due to perform in January 2021, and sadly, this was just one of a
number of events we have had to postpone until circumstances change. This
includes our annual ‘Rumble in the Jumble’ Sale. We will miss getting together
with everyone, but this will take place at a time when restrictions allow, and when
we consider it safe to do so. Hopefully, we will be able to welcome back
performers, audience, and jumblies alike to the hall in the future.
COMMUNITY COMMUNITY-19 RESPONSE
Our Volunteer Service created to help those who were self-isolating during
the lock-down of early summer worked well, and we sincerely thank everyone
who made that vital link possible at that difficult time. We at the village hall
continue to offer a point of contact to anyone experiencing difficulties or in need of
help or advice relating to Covid-19, and continue to be the point of contact for
Herefordshire Council’s Covid Response Team. We will keep you up to date with
information as received. Herefordshire Council’s ‘Talk Community Covid
Response’ is providing support to communities, including those residents
considered most vulnerable as a result of lock-down, by working with local
community groups, parishes and ward members. The Talk Community helpline,
where vulnerable people or those who are isolating can seek support, is available
8am - 6pm Monday to Friday and 9am - 1pm on Saturday. To arrange help and
support, either for yourself or on behalf of someone you know, please call 01432
260027 or email talkcommunityhelpline@herefordshire.gov.uk. Please see
our noticeboard and website for further information and details of other items of
interest, or contact us on 07974 48 41 41.
POSTPONEMENT OF LINTON VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB IN 2021
Due to the presence of Covid and the fact that much of the money for the Linton
Village Hall 100 Club is collected by visiting people at home, the Linton Village
Hall Committee has decided that it would be a wise precaution to delay the start
of the 100 Club to April 2021 with money collection taking place in March. If you
normally pay by bank transfer you should delay paying until March. The 100 Club
will still run a full 12 months but from April to March. As always thank you for
supporting the 100 Club as with a full 100 members we are able to raise £500 for
the Village Hall
.
December 2020 Winners
£25 61 Robert Bodoano
£10 9 Ralph Riley
£5 80 Pat Beard
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 LINTON & BROMSASH NEWS (cont)

SURPRISE SURPRISE…!

On a misty Sunday morning early last December a team of enthusiastic local volunteers
gathered in the top end of the Shrubberies Woodland near the village hall armed with an
array of dibbers, mattocks and spades and over the course of an hour or so had planted
over a thousand woodland bulbs.
The Woodland Trust was consulted prior to purchasing the ethically sourced native British
wild plant bulbs from one of the UK’s largest and most reputable suppliers – Naturescape.
(They supplied many of the flowers and plants for the 2012 London Olympics). Voluntary
donations from multiple families around Linton covered the cost of purchase of the bulbs
which included wood anemone, snowdrops,wild garlic, English bluebells and daffodils, all
of which thrive happily in a woodland environment. The bulb planting programme is part of
an ongoing woodland management plan to enhance the quality and beauty of this little
woodland which had been neglected for many years. Recent coppicing and clean-up of the
undergrowth is now letting more light flood through onto the
woodland floor creating ideal growing conditions for flowers and regeneration. Wildlife and
bird-life is also increasing with many woodland inhabitants taking advantage of brash
stacks retained in the woodland following coppicing. The bulbs were planted by adults and
children from around Linton who want to enjoy the flowers and wildlife that the rejuvenated
woodland will encourage. Woodland owner Jim Walmsley stated: “the people around
Linton get it…they understand what we are trying to do with the woodland… we are deeply
appreciative of our Linton locals who gave so generously towards the bulb planting project
and really pleased that we were joined in this task by a number of enthusiastic young
children. It’s really important to get children involved and working with nature.

 I was humbled last spring by the many complimentary and positive comments that I
received about our woodland work from people out walking and cycling as part of their
daily escape from lock-down. I just hope that this spring, as the new woodland flowers start
to emerge and the many nesting boxes become occupied, that the work we have
completed to date will add to people’s pleasure as they take a stroll along Woodend
Lane… let’s face it, we can all do with a bit of cheering up!...so look out for all the waves of
new flowers and the flashing but abundant wildlife this coming spring...enjoy”
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 LINTON & BROMSASH NEWS (cont)
NEWS FROM ST MARY’S CHURCH
For up-to-date news on St Mary’s Church please go to the website
www.lintonvillage.com/st-marys-church
LOCKDOWN 3
St Mary’s will continue to open during daylight hours although currently we have
taken all services online for the safety of all concerned.
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of the various services including
the Carol Service and Christingle. We raised over £93 at the Carol Service for Open Doors
to support persecuted Christians in the Middle East. The Carol Singing in the Churchyard
was a fun event and may well be repeated in 2021.
LENT
Lent, the 40 days preparation for Easter, begins with Shrove Tuesday on 16th February.
Whilst it remains to be seen if we will be restarting church services, Lent can always be a
good time for reorientation, reflection and study. One book I can recommend is “The Word
in the Wilderness” by Malcolm Guite. In it he selects a range of both classical and
contemporary poems; from Dante, John Donne and George Herbert to Seamus Heaney,
Rowan Williams and Gillian Clarke; and takes us on a journey of reflection culminating in
Easter Day. “God Hunting” by Jo Swinney also makes a very interesting and challenging
read. She takes one spiritual discipline per month and trials it to test the words of Moses “If
you seek the Lord your God, you will find him if you seek him with all your heart
and soul.”
PEGGY BOWER
A few days before Christmas Clair Hodgson organised a special morning where we met in
the church to say thank you to Peggy who is standing down from St Mary’s flower rota.
Peggy has made an outstanding contribution to the church and village life over a lifetime
which includes over 47 years arranging flowers. There were a lot of lovely messages in her
card from flower arrangers and villagers who appreciated her massive contribution.

50 YEARS OF FLOWER ARRANGING
Peggy Bower writes: “A lovely surprise awaited me when I arrived at St Mary's just before
Christmas to do my last church flower arrangements. The 'flower ladies' were already very
busy - the Christmas tree lights were twinkling, candles were being lit, carols were playing
over the sound system  and everywhere looked very festive....I could also smell mulled
wine and mince pies! At around 11 O'clock I noticed many friends from the village entering
the church and filling up the pews...they were all there for me and it was lovely to see
them. To mark my 50 years, Clair (Hodgson) presented me with a concert ticket to include
an overnight stay......I was overwhelmed and again want to thank EVERYONE who
contributed to this very generous gift...VERY MANY THANKS TO YOU ALL.
Also, a huge thank you to Clair for arranging such a memorable occasion and to all who
helped her. I shall very much look forward to the Michael Ball & Alfie Boe concert in
November. My grateful thanks to you all.”
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NEWS FROM THE ALMA
The Alma Inn is once again offering Take-away food on Friday and Saturday nights! So if
you want a break from cooking or fancy treating yourselves to something different, then
give Dan & Gemma a call on 01989 720355. Friday nights is Fish 'n' Chips night; Freshly
cooked beer-battered haddock with chunky chips.  Saturday nights you can pick up one of
The Alma's delicious homemade burgers (beef, cajun or beetroot), chicken satay with an
authentic homemade peanut sauce, or spicy lamb koftes with homemade mint yoghurt
dip.  They all come as complete meals, with fries, salad and coleslaw...so you won't go
hungry!  The kitchen runs like clockwork, so it is important to call in advance to place an
order and book a pick-up slot.  You are met at the front of the pub with your freshly-cooked
meal. This service will continue for as long as the national lockdown is in place, although
the menu may be updated, so call or check out the website (www.almainnlinton.co.uk)
for the latest information.
LINTON WI
The ladies who attended Linton WI’s first meeting on 1st February 1921 would have
scarcely imagined that their successors would be unable to enjoy a 100th Birthday Party
because of a global pandemic.  But those ladies had lived through the ravages of the
“Spanish” Flu, not to mention the years of the Great War, and would have had every
sympathy with our current situation.  We hope that the wonders of modern science will
bring us back together, when there will be quite some party!  We want to involve past
members in our celebrations, so please get in touch if you are a former member.  Our
secretary Jonquil Dodd (jdlinwi91@gmail.com 01989 750238) will be glad to hear from
you.
A LETTER FROM OUR COUNCILLOR WILLIAM WILDING
Dear Chimes Reader.
I know that your parish council needs some new members, so I am writing this to
encourage you to consider getting involved. This is most important if you are at all
concerned about the climate and ecological emergency. Across the UK, across
Herefordshire, and most importantly in your local area, we need to address the climate and
ecological emergency. In order to do that, we need people who recognise the need to
change our behaviour patterns. Together, we have to push through the sort of changes
that will help us meet our aim of zero carbon by 2030, introduce better ways of working,
challenge existing land management, food production and traffic systems. Protecting the
natural capital of Herefordshire for future generations is our joint responsibility. Now is the
time for you to act.
Cllr William Wilding
William.wilding@herefordshire.gov.uk 07792 882153

The Saturday of the first week of each month, prior to publication is our
deadline for submitting copy, and is confirmed on the front cover. If in
doubt  please contact me, my details are in the heading of this section.
PHOTOGRAPHS are very welcome to illustrate news reports and
should be a minimum of 300 dpi for the magazine or less for the
website.  Events included in the Chimes will be limited to a 2-month in
advance cut-off. If beyond this please resend Thank You
John
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 LINTON PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
(Covering Bromsash, Gorsley & Linton)

website: www. lintonpc-herefordshire.gov.uk
 Email: pcclerk@lintonpc-herefordshire.gov.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
E-NEWS bulletins may be received if you complete the subscription form online or
contact the Clerk (email above) to be added to the list. Complete Minutes and
Agenda of all meetings are published on the Parish Council website. Check into
the News Updates pages to see latest opportunities, information, consultations,
road works and much more.
PRINTED INFORMATION
Don’t forget to contact the Clerk if you would like printed copies of Parish meeting
documents. You can write to the Clerk at Michaelchurch Cottage, St Owen’s
Cross, HR2 8LD or call 07710 380 862.

MEETINGS.
The Council met on 14th December 2020 and on 11th January 2021 will meet for
the first time in the New Year.

YOUR PARISH NEEDS YOU
Linton Parish Council is at risk. More volunteers are needed to join as Parish
Councillors to ensure that matters close to your heart and important to the
residents are actioned. This is not just a talking shop – this is a group of people
who can work with residents and get things changed. Here are just some of the
activities last year. We:

�� Completed the Neighbourhood Development Plan
�� Initiated and monitored roads issues at Gorsley, Bromsash and

Linton
�� Saw the introduction of the Climate Change Working Group
�� Consulted with Planning Department on numerous applications.
�� Reviewed and amended the management of C and Unlisted

roads in the Parish through the Parish Lengthsman Scheme
�� Welcomed new members to the Allotments and managed the
      area maintenance.
�� Considered the impact of Ash Dieback on Parish woodland

To be a Councillor you must be a British Citizen aged over 18 and at least 1 of:
a registered elector in the Parish OR occupied as owner or tenant any land or
other premises in the parish for at least 12 months OR the Parish has been your
main or only place of work during the past 12 months OR you have lived in the
parish area of within three miles of it for the past 12 months
Without representation you have no influence; without that you cannot get change
or improvements. There is a lot to do. PLEASE WILL YOU JOIN.
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 UPTON BISHOP
 NEWS

 Sub-Editor:  Deb Long

 07901 896 537

 deborahlong850@gmail.com

MILLENNIUM HALL - to book the hall ring Jane Pendlebury on 01989 780763
WHAT IS ON AT THE MILLENNIUM HALL – For all information on events and classes,
dates, times etc please check this out in the Chimes Directory.  All subject to current
government guidelines.
Website – www.uptonbishop.org
200 CLUB – Draw for:
December - £20 Tony Crosbie - £10 Ann Sharland - £5 Alan Tandy
January – Susan Gubbay - £10 Jane Ayres - £5 Claire & Paul Newman
SYMPATHY - Our thoughts and sympathy go to Jake and Rupert Simpson and their families
on the loss of their Dad Robert, who will be remembered for many things including for his
generosity and kindness.
BEST WISHES to those of you who have had the misfortune to have had your homes flooded
recently and to everyone who is not well at present, or feeling lonely during this challenging
time we find ourselves in.
WELCOME – A very warm welcome to Michael and Katie Wallace who have moved into
the Crow Hill area and Melissa and Lloyd and Alison and family who have recently come to
live at The Pastures.
THE UPTON BISHOP BAKE CAKES FOR CHRISTMAS – A huge thank you to the bakers
and buyers of the Christmas Bake Off, just over £200 was raised for church funds.
THE COVID CHEER TREE – The tree this year looked very festive with so many more
people taking part.  Thank you for all the lovely comments, it has brought a bit of cheer to
a gloomy period we all find ourselves in.      Jane Frey

CHURCH NEWS
It’s not been a great week has it? The country has re-entered lock down as the Covid
numbers rise again, schools are closed and we will all be spending more time in our
homes. Although face to face services are allowed in law, with the safety of clergy,
congregation in mind and advice taken from the diocese, David has made the decision
that with immediate effect we will switch to Zoom only Services at 10.30am every
Sunday until the end of January where he will then review the decision based on
information at that time.
Evensong will revert to a zoom service at 5.30pm Monday to Thursday.
The Church CAN remain open for private prayer and will be unlocked between 10am and
4pm each day. Please use only the pews marked for private prayer and gel your hands
before entering and after leaving the building.
For those who cannot access Zoom services and feel that you would like to speak to
David, he is always happy to talk. His number is 01989 568736

mailto:peter@pjfray.co.uk
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 UPTON BISHOP NEWS (Cont).

A Prayer For All Those Affected By Coronavirus
Keep us, good Lord,

under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,

be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;

that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love.

In Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

We were all sad to hear that Tirsh Grigor died on Saturday after a long illness. Although I
didn’t live in the parish when she was ministering here, I will always remember happy
times when she would visit and join in at Aston Ingham Cub Scouts, when I was Akela
there. Please remember her in your prayers this week.
FUTURE EVENTS As our church in Upton Bishop is dedicated to St John the Baptist, this
should be particularly special for us. We also are hoping to celebrate his Feast Day in the
summer on June 24th with a Festival of JOHNS. More of that to come in a little while.
And something else to look forward to… following the enormous success of our carol
singing around the village, we are hoping to run another fundraiser next month. Let’s Give
a Toss for Ross Larder on Shrove Tuesday Feb 16th  will see us out and about with our
frying pans, singing and collecting for the food bank again.
IF WINTER COMES CAN SPRING BE FAR BEHIND?
The days are lengthening just a little. Sunset is a full 14 minutes later today than on
21st December! I’m not wearing shorts or breaking out the factor 30 just yet but every little
helps. There are new shoots in our gardens and the snow drops are blooming in the
church yard. Send us photos of what’s coming alive in your gardens and Claire will put
them up on social media for everyone to share.
Here are is my rogue daffodil.
Keep warm, keep smiling,  Stay safe Jane x 07989 572356

CLEARING UP AFTER YOU DOG We are lucky that we
live in a beautiful area to walk dogs, however, we are
receiving an increasing number of reports of owners not
clearing up after their dogs. If you take your dog out then
it is not unreasonable to expect that it might need to do its
business, so be a decent, responsible dog owner, do the
right thing and clear up.  Please, if you take your dog out,
do not leave the house without your poo bags and clean
up after them. We have had reports of problems in
Pomona Grove by the allotment entrance/orchard, public
footpaths, particularly the one opposite the old phone box
in Crow Hill, the pull in on the left hand side on the
Bromsash road on the double bend, and more concerning
are the reports of mess found on grave stones at the
church.  Please be responsible for your dogs and take the
poo bags home.
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The Saturday of the first week of each month, prior to publication
is our deadline for submitting copy, and is confirmed on the front
cover. If in doubt  please contact me, my details are in the heading
of this section.
PHOTOGRAPHS are very welcome to illustrate news reports and
should be a minimum of 300 dpi for the magazine or less for the
website. Events included in the Chimes will be limited to a 2-month
in advance cut-off. If beyond this please resend   Thank You
Deb

Can we walk to Jerusalem in time for Easter?

In aid of the Upton Bishop Church Repair fund.

Taking exercise is something we can do in lock-down. So why not join the
Upton Bishop Easter Challenge.
If we all work out the distance we walk, run, cycle, swim, ride, row out of
doors or on a machine and add everyone’s distances together we can aim
to hit the total target of
2,886 miles by 4th April, Easter Sunday

Entry fee £5 per person or £15 per household

But why not get yourself sponsored by someone who can’t take exercise
so easily? If you can raise £20 you will earn a Walk to Jerusalem Upton
Bishop Scallop Badge.

You can start logging your distances as soon as you have registered.

If you have the technology, you can be as accurate as you like but, if not,
your distances don’t have to be too nerdy:

�� we walk at about 3-4 mph on average
�� it’s about 1 mile round the block via the church at the Crews.
�� it’s about 1 mile from Crow Hill down the Bromsash road and back

via the Felhampton and Crews footpaths
�� It’s about 3 miles from Crow Hill to do the Upton Court – Tanhouse

circuit
�� it’s about 3 miles to Hole in the Wall via the Wobage and Burnt

House footpaths

To register contact oliviaboon7@gmail.com or 01989 780 321.
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COMMUNITY HELP NEEDED
Following events over Christmas, it has been identified that in the
event of emergencies in the Parish, Herefordshire Council cannot
be counted on to provide assistance.   At Upton Bishop Parish
Council Meeting on 5th January 2021, it was discussed and agreed,
that we need to collate our own Emergency Plan for this Parish.
We are looking at obtaining our own supply of sandbags, and we
need volunteers who would be prepared to help with filling
sandbags, maybe assist with clearing a ditch to prevent flooding,
someone who could supply a temporary pump, or maybe provide
temporary heating, blankets or a flask of soup.
It is important that we support each other in the time of emergency
as Hereford Council is no longer there for us and the Emergency
Services often have other priorities.
It is hoped that we will not have to call on anyone often, but it would
be good to have the reassurance that someone is available locally
and immediately.
Anyone with any ideas/suggestions, or more importantly who would
willing to be listed on the plan to offer assistance, please write to
clerk@uptonbishoppc.org. A plan will be created for the Parish
and a copy distributed.
This is a community initiative that needs your help.
6th January 2021         Upton Bishop Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE:
Why not visit http://uptonbishop.org/parish-council/ for up-to-date news?

CONTACT: - Mrs Sarah Lawrence Worcester Cottage Peterstow Ross-on-Wye
HR9 6LE Tel: 07368 238547 email ubpcclerk@yahoo.co.uk

FOR DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS AND AGENDAS: Visit the website of contact
the Clerk as above

 UPTON BISHOP PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

mailto:ubpcclerk@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ubpcclerk@yahoo.co.uk
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 CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS - 1
ANIMAL CARE

CLIPNSTRIP DOG GROOMING.
I'm City and Guilds qualified to clip,handstrip (30yrs experience), bath, groom and nail trim
your dog to your requirements. Professional, relaxed salon in Kilcot. Collection and
delivery available. Fully insured. Call Jo: 07773 323 325 or 01989 720 291.

DOG'S-DELIGHT
Professional Canine Beautician in all breeds. Groomed, Shampooed, Hand stripped,
Clipped & Nail-trimmed.
Call Sharon on 01989 750 256, Tally-Ho, Bromsash.

HOUSE SITTING & CARE OF PETS & OTHER ANIMALS
Holiday without worry ! We are residents of Upton Crews and can look after your house
and animals whilst you are away.
Contact Peter or Elisabeth on 01989 780 414

CLEANING SERVICES
Avolution cleaning Services
Carpet and Upholstery cleaning, protection and pest control.
A member of National Carpet Cleaning Association.
Extraction and steam cleaning services.
Ring Chris 07500898146 or 01989 720459 for a quote.

CLEANIAN: Clearly the Cleanest
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning Specialist. Give your home a fresh look – Touch, See,
Smell & Feel the difference. Service throughout Gloucestershire & Herefordshire.
Call Ian Jones on 01531 566 012, or 08000 854 425 or 07831 332 226

THE OVEN & RANGE CLEANING COMPANY
Ovens, hobs, extractors, Agas, etc. Local, independent, professional. 100% biodegradable
and non-caustic products. Tidy, safe and efficient system.
Call 01989 750 121  or 07958 383 366; email info@ovenandrangecleaning.co.uk

HEALTH & BEAUTY
DEBORAH’S BEAUTY TREATMENTS
Massages, Waxing, Facials, Body Treatments, Manicures, Pedicures, Make-up. All in the
comfort of your own home. 10% off first treatment.
Mobile 07747 736 802 www.freewebs.com/deborahsbeautytreatments

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER DEBORAH CRONSHAW MCFHP MAFHP
Complete foot care in the convenience of your own home to help maintain healthy feet.
Treatments include removal of corns & calluses, nail trimming, reduction of thickened nails
& diabetic foot care. www.wyefootcare.co.uk ; 07821 540 925; 01989 770 893.

www.freewebs.com/deborahsbeautytreatments
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 CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS - 2
GARDENING SERVICES

ECOTECH TREE CARE
Professional tree care carried out by trained , experienced, and friendly staff. Public
Liability Insurance; Free quotes; Locally based. Speak to Rory Wakeman on
01989 770 372 / 07754 944 683. www.ecotechtreecare.co.uk
GARDENS SORTED: EXPERT DESIGN & RENOVATION, & GARDEN ROOMS.
30 years hard-won experience. Deep Veg beds to grand gazebos. Hard landscaping:
paths, decks and patios using locally sourced materials. Working closely with our clients
to realise your ideas. Felicity Evans 07866 777244 or Answer machine 01531 890332.
www.gardens-sorted.co.uk
MOLE CONTROL
Mole, Wasps, Rats, Mice etc control
For a fast efficient service to control pests
Contact Chris Hyett on 07778 476 524 or vem:mail on chrishyett60@gmail.com
W.N.GOOCH
Garden & flail hedge-cutter, Pasture maintenance, Fruit tree pruning, Haymaking, Fencing,
Sheep shearing, Odd-jobbing. A friendly service with a smile.
Tel: 01989 720 350 Mobile: 07977 506 086.

PROPERTY SERVICES
CHIMNEY SWEEP / STOVE INSTALLER "GLENN THE CHIMNEY SWEEP"
GOMS & HETAS Registered, fully insured, power and traditional Sweeping, certificate
issued (for home insurance), smoke test with every sweep. Weddings attended (Lucky
Sweep). Free advice. www.glennthechimneysweep.co.uk Call: 07801 740 516.
HOUSE CLEARANCE
Wanted any antiques, furniture, architectural items, tools etc. Will buy anything from one
item to a house or garage full. Based locally so will respond quickly. Phone or message,
quick decision made. garymorris28.gm@gmail.com or phone 07961 479 126.
KEVIN BONEHILL
Carpentry & joinery. Property maintenance. Security fitments. Fitted kitchens &
bathrooms. Floor & wall tiling.
Call 01989 562 849 or mobile: 07711 213 059. kevinbonehill@gmail.com
NEWENT SKIPS
Fast friendly service. 1 Yard, 2 Yard or 4 Yard skips. Sand, gravel and top soil also delivered.
Monday – Saturday 7.30 am – 5.30 pm. No VAT. Ring 07817 649 650.

PAINTER & DECORATOR
For all your decorating needs, interior and exterior.
Phone Brian Colwell on 01989 567 082.
FOR ALL YOUR  DECORATING REQUIREMENTS
Contact James on 07926508774.
Reliable and professional service, no job too small.

www.ecotechtreecare.co.uk
www.ecotechtreecare.co.uk
www.gardens-sorted.co.uk
www.gardens-sorted.co.uk
www.gardens-sorted.co.uk
www.gardens-sorted.co.uk
www.gardens-sorted.co.uk
www.gardens-sorted.co.uk
www.gardens-sorted.co.uk
mailto:chrishyett60@gmail.com
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Hand
Poured in
Gorsley

www.danzocandlecompany.com

Wax Melts - Gift Boxes - Candles 
Local collection
available
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 CHURCH SERVICES

CONTACT DETAILS FOR THE RECTOR: REV. DAVID HOWELL
Telephone number 01989 568 736

Please note that FRIDAY is my day off!
Email: revdavidhowell@btinternet.com

Date Aston Ingham Lea Linton Upton 
Bishop

07th February Evensong Said Communion Said Parish 
Communion

Said
Communi

on
2nd Sunday before 

Lent
6.30 pm 10.00 am 11.00 am 10.30 am

Readings Proverbs 8. 1, 22-31 Colossians 1. 15-20 John 1. 1-14

14th February 8am Mattins

Ariconium Benefice Zoom Service
Sunday next before 

Lent 10.30 am
Readings 2 Kings 2. 1-12 2 Corinthians 4. 3-6 Mark 9. 2-9

21st February Village Praise Said Communion All Ages Service Said
Communi

on
1st Sunday of Lent 10.00 am 9.00 am 11.00 am 10.30 am

Readings Genesis 9. 8-17 1 Peter 3. 18-end Mark 1. 9-15

28th February Said Communion Children’s Church Morning Worship Mattins
2nd Sunday of Lent 9.00 am 10.00 a.m. 11.00 a.m. 10.30 am

Readings Genesis 17. 1-7, 15-16 Romans 4. 13-end Mark 8. 31-end

mailto:revdavidhowell@btinternet.com
mailto:revdavidhowell@btinternet.com
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FLOOD ALLEVIATION WORKS
INFORMATION FROM BALFOUR BEATTY REGARDING THE FLOOD ALLEVIATION
WORKS AT LEA

A40/B4222 Lea Village Flood Alleviation Works
Road closed Monday, 11 January 2021 to (and including) Thursday, 25 February 2021
Road closed 24 hours each day, 7 days a week
Please refer to the programme of works below:

A40 Phase
Works between Crown Barns and Old Mill Lane crossing the A40
Full Road closure between Monday, 11 January 2021 and Friday, 19 February2021
The road will be closed 24 hours each day including weekends
Old Mill Lane Phase
The road will be closed 24 hours each day including weekends
Main Programme Dates:
Old Mill Lane adjacent to A40 ( Between Brook House and Derwent House )
Full Road closure between Wednesday, 20 January 2021 and Wednesday, 27 January 2021
Works along Old Mill Lane between Brook House and B4222:
Main Deep Drainage run : road closed from Wednesday, 27 January to (and including) Friday,
5 February 2021.
Secondary Pipework (new gullies, connections and access chambers ) : road closed from
Saturday, 6 February 2021 to (and including) Monday, 22 February 2021.
Resurfacing of Old Mill Lane : road closed from Tuesday, 23 February 2021 until (and
including) Thursday, 25 February 2021.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
An independent magazine financed by advertisements and donations,

published monthly (other than in August & January), with a circulation of 1,500.
www.thechimes.org.uk

EDITORS:
Francine Burns:      01594 542 654
Gemma Evans:              01989 720 355  (March)
Olena Whatley:      01989 750 051
Carole Smallwood:      01989 721 279

WEBSITE MANAGER & EDITOR:
Tania Clayton:                           01989 720 229 chimes.webmanager@gmail.com

VILLAGE SUB-EDITORS:
Aston Ingham: Marilyn Wheeler: 01989 720 733                   mw52sjw@gmail.com
Gorsley:                Anne Course: 01989 721 086              course.anne@gmail.com
Lea:                          Nicky Keef: 07718 065 946 nicola.keef@linehouse.co.uk

Gill Davis:                                       gilldavis55@hotmail.com
Linton:               John Lancaster: 01989 720 642       john.lancaster17@gmail.com
Upton Bishop:            Deb Long: 07901 896 537        deborahlong850@gmail.com

ADVERTISING MANAGER:
Bob Smallwood:    07717 753117          chimes.adverts@gmail.com

DISTRIBUTION COORDINATOR:
Sue Bertenshaw:                         07775706652                 suebrock59@gmail.com

FINANCE:
Treasurer:             Anne Course: 01989 721 086
chimes.treasurer@gmail.com

SUBMISSION OF COPY:
Copy is only accepted by email.
Photographs, Advertisements, & Posters, should be in jpeg format.
The deadline for advertising copy is 1st Day of the month prior to publication.
Each village has a Sub Editor to collate all copy & posters from their village.
The deadline for news to Sub Editors is shown on the front page.
Combined Village Events, should be submitted directly to the Editors by email.

NOTICES:
The views expressed in THE CHIMES are those of individual contributors and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of the Editors, or the Editorial Team. The Editors reserve
the right not to publish or to amend the content, of any item.
The Chimes GDPR Privacy Notice can be accessed at our website.
The Editorial team welcome all comment and feedback on any aspect of our
magazine or website. The email address for all Editors is thechimes1@gmail.com
Printed on recyclable paper by Big Carrot Design: 07892 677 174

mailto:nicola.keef@linehouse.co.uk
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