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THE HANOVERAN SUCCESSION 
 
On the 1st August, 1714 the anticipated death of Queen Anne occurred, the 
last monarch of the Royal House of Stuart, who died without a successor, her 
only child, Prince William, having died on the 30th July, 1700.  This left a 
constitutional dilemma which had not been resolved during her lifetime.   
Normally, all things being equal, the succession would have been 
straightforward, Prince James Francis Edward Stuart, Prince of Wales, known 
as the Old Pretender, as the legitimate eldest son of King James II would have 
been proclaimed King, after all Anne was the younger daughter of King James 
II and Anne Hyde, and Mary the elder daughter, married to King William III 
had died without leaving a successor. Thus, Prince James Stuart, the son of 
King James II and his second wife Mary of Modena is the obvious successor. 
But there was a problem, the Roman Catholic James II fled to Ireland, driven 
out by a combination of anti-Catholics and the forces of the protestant William 
of Orange.  After defeat at the Battle of the Boyne, despite French assistance 
the now ex James II retired to the Court of His Most Christian Majesty King 
Louis XIV, the Sun King.  Unsuccessful French intrigues to re-instate James 
and later his son Prince James Francis merely fuelled colonial rivalry between 
us and the French.  Almost constant warfare between the Catholic League 
and Protestants had raged somewhere in Europe since the early 1500s to the 
Peace of Westphalia in 1649 except the Netherlands had to wait for the Treaty 
of Rijswijk of 1697.  There was no stomach for more Catholics v. Protestants 
wars, and the Country had already had enough of the dictatorship of the 
Puritans.  There was only one other candidate, the Elector of Hanover.  Why 
Hanover?  You may ask.  Elizabeth, sister of the martyred King Charles I 
married Frederick V of the Palatinate of the Rhine by whom she had thirteen 
children.  Sophie, the 12th married Ernest Augustus of Hanover, who was 
created Elector in 1692.  It was Sophie who commissioned the house and 
gardens at Herren Hausen, which is where she died on the 7th June, 1714, 
less than two months before her son, now the Elector, George Louis of 
Brunswick-Luneburg was proclaimed King of Great Britain on the 1st August, 
1714. 
Although the Coronation on the 20th October, 1714 of a minor German prince 
was not to everyone’s liking, especially those favouring the Stuart cause, there 
is no doubt that the incorporation of Hanover extended British power and 
prestige.  Not only were we now a significant player on the Continental stage, 
but the Hanoverian army greatly increased our military might. 
With the Sun King’s active support, the Old Pretender launched a bid for the 
Crown by landing at Peterhead on 22nd December, 1714, but although 
proclaimed King James III by his supporters, a combination of ill health and 
the approach of Government troops led to his departure from Montrose on 5th 
February, 1715. 
King George I never mastered the English language and was accused of 
spending too much time in Hanover.  His residence, Herren Hausen is today 



part of the European Garden Heritage Network, visited by thousands every 
year, where its magnificent gardens are preserved much as they were during 
the time of their creator Sophie Kurfurstin von Hanover, niece of King Charles 
I, and mother of King George I. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sophie when a young lady The marble statue of Sophie 
Kurfurstin von Hanover placed on 
the spot in the gardens of Herren 
Hausen where she died on 7th 
June, 1714. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A view of part of the gardens at Herren Hausen  
photographed in 2014. 

 


