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THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE 
  
I am very pleased to have been asked to contribute to “The Chimes Online”, 
and I hope, dear Readers, that you will find my monthly topical articles both 
interesting and informative.  Each month I will be writing about an historical 
event which occurred during the month of publication. 
  
By 1794 the French Revolution was already five years old and had resulted in 
the murder not only of their King and Queen, but thousands of French men, 
women and children, whilst those still alive starved, her ragged armies fought 
almost all their neighbours.  To alleviate the starvation a grain convoy with 
fleet protection was gathered in Chesapeake Bay, Maryland.  In an attempt to 
frustrate delivery to the port of Brest our Channel Fleet of 25 mainly Ships of 
the Line, the battleships of the day, under the command of Admiral Richard 
Howe, 1st Earl Howe engaged the French Atlantic Fleet some 400 nautical 
miles off the French coast.  The French Fleet of 26 mainly Ships of the Line, 
commanded by Vice Admiral Louis-Thomas Villaret de Joyeuse, were sailing 
in line ahead as was our fleet, but with the wind astern Admiral Howe was 
able to close with the enemy and for the first time ordered the fleet to sail 
straight towards the French ships in order that each ship would sail through 
separate enemy ships thus causing immense damage with gun fire through 
their stern windows.  Unfortunately, the order was understood by only six 
Captains, but nevertheless very considerable damage resulted.  Our 
casualties amounted to 1,200 whilst the French suffered 4,000 casualties, 
3,000 captured, 6 Ships of the Line captured and 1 sunk.  However, the grain 
was not lost and the Merchant Men reached their French destination.  Both 
sides at the time claimed victory, but our subsequent blockade of the enemy’s 
ports proved a success.  
 

 


