
OCTOBER 2018 
MRS. BEETON REMEMBERED. 
  
This month I will only relate one event which occurred the first day of this 
month of October, the anniversary of the first publication of Mrs Samuel 
Orchart Beeton’s book “Mrs Beeton’s Book of Household Management” on 1st 
October, 1861. 
  
This was a husband and wife collaboration, Samuel Beeton wrote and 
compiled the volume which was edited by his Wife Isabella. However it was 
not entirely original work, being composed of the recipes and guide to 
household management of the published works of Hannah Glasse’s “The Art 
of Cookery made Plain and Easy” of 1747, Elizabeth Raffald’s “The 
Experienced English Housekeeper” of 1769, Maria Eliza Rundell’s “A New 
System of Domestic Cookery” of 1806, Eliza Acton’s “Modern Cookery for 
Private Families” of 1845, Marie Antoine Careme’s “La Patissier royal 
parisien” and the various works of Charles Elme Francatelli published 
between 1845 and 1862, a process referred to today as plagiarism. It was 
though the first to include a step by step guide to cookery and management 
with many coloured illustrations showing how dishes should be prepared and 
presented for table. 
  
Mrs Beeton was 21 years of age when she commenced work on what would 
make her a much-remembered author long after her demise in 
1865.  Originally published as 24 monthly instalments by her husband’s firm S. 
O. Beeton Publishers of 161, Bouverie Street, London in 1859 as “The English 
Woman’s Domestic Magazine”, the instalments were published as one book 
on 1st October, 1861. The volume included information for the Mistress, 
Housekeeper, Cook, Kitchen Maid, Butler, Footman, Coachman, Valet, Upper 
and Under House Maids, Lady’s Maid, Maid of All Work, Laundry Maid, Nurse 
and Nurse Maid, Wet and Sick Nurse and a vast array of additional 
information over at least 1,300 pages, of which the recipes took up 1,000 
pages. Many recipes were supplied by Friends, Relatives and Well-wishers 
which were tested in the kitchen of the Beeton Household in Pinner, 
Middlesex and only those which proved successful were included in the 
book.  In the first year alone, the book sold 60,000 copies, and almost two 
million by 1868.  Publication ceased in 1915 or thereabouts. 
  
In an age before endless Cookery Television Programmes, before Fanny 
Cradock, books and magazines were the only source of published information 
on the how to do it of household management other than “Mother”; often 
essential for the young newlywed lady of the house if she was to avoid being 
taken advantage of by domestic staff.    
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