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THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION 
As revolutions go the “Glorious Revolution” which began in 1688 was rather 
less bloody than most, that is, except for the Irish and Scottish Roman 
Catholics. The first of November is the anniversary 
of the departure in 1688 of Prince William of Orange from the Western 
Netherland’s port of Hellevetsluis on the Maas near Rotterdam. The fleet 
conveying the Dutch army arrived off the coast in Torbay and a landing was 
affected at Brixham on the 5th November.  Prince William was Stadhouder of 
the Dutch Republic, effectively the de facto head of state.  The Orange family 
would later become the Dutch Royal Family. 
  
Prince William was married to Mary, the elder daughter of Prince James, Duke 
of York (New York City is named after him) later to become King James II by 
his first wife Anne Hyde of the Protestant Faith.  Hyde Park in London takes its 
name from Anne’s Father. James II,s second marriage to Mary of Modena of 
the Roman Catholic Faith led to widespread protest which the trial of Seven 
Bishops for opposing James’s Declaration of Indulgences only added fuel to 
the fire. The anti catholic faction believed that James would have to be 
removed, and when Queen Mary gave birth to a baby boy in June, 1688 Mary, 
wife of the Prince of Orange was no longer the next in line of succession. It is 
believed that as early as April, 1688 William had begun assembling an 
invasion army, but he was reluctant to proceed further fearing that Great 
Britain would not accept an invading foreigner as their king.  Once he had 
obtained a letter from Rear Admiral Arthur Herbert, one of the most prominent 
of the anti James faction he proceeded on the 1st November, landing four 
days later with 453 ships and transporting an army of some 35,000 troops 
including 11,000 foot (infantry) and 5,000 horse (cavalry).  The loyalty of the 
opposing English forces of James was unreliable and the defection of Lord 
Churchill of Eyemouth to William effectively sealed the fate of James whose 
grip on power daily declined.  On the night of the 11/12th December together 
with Mary his wife, their son and a few close supporters took flight from 
London dropping the Great Seal into the River Thames in the process. 
  
Thus, began the reign of William, Prince of Orange and Mary Stuart, which 
would last until William’s death in 1702, when his horse stumbled on a mole 
hill throwing him to the ground. For years afterwards Scots loyal to the Stuart 
dynasty drank to “the little gentleman in velvet” and/or passed their wine 
glasses over the finger bowl as a silent toast to the king over the water, that is, 
James II and his successors. Mary had already died in 1694.     
  
The two pictures show firstly William’s departure from Hellevoetsluis aboard 
the “Brielle” by the Dutch artist Ludolf Bakhuizen in 1689, only one year after 
the event, whilst the other is an engraving by William Miller of the painting by 
J. M. W. Turner showing Prince William landing at Brixham, painted some 
hundred years or more after 1688.           



 

Prince of Orange engraving by William Miller after Turner. 

 

Bakhuizen, Ludolf - Prince William boarding the 'Brielle' on the Maas, 1689. 
 


